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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, 
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the 
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America. 

̓Εφανέρωσά σου τὸ ὄνοµα τοι ͂ς ἀνθρώποις οὓς δέδωκάς µοι ε ̓κ του ͂ κόσµου. Σοὶ 
ἦσαν καὶ ἐµοὶ αὐτοὺς δέδωκας, καὶ τὸν λόγον σου τετηρήκασι. (κατὰ Ἰωάννην 17:6) 

I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; Yours 
they were, and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. (John 17:6) 

My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 

This year’s observance of Father’s Day happily coincides with the Feast that bridges 
Ascension and Pentecost — the celebration of the 318 Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical 
Council in Nicaea. We have appropriated this secular occasion in order to highlight the 
“fathers” of our parishes, the clergy of our Archdiocese. Like the 318, they have been chosen 
to engage in the spiritual contest to preach and teach the unalloyed Orthodox Faith of Christ. 
Our parish clergy have kept the Faith and the Divine Word that God the Father delivered to 
the world through His Son, which is preserved and transmitted from generation to generation 
by the members of the Holy Priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Knowing how the clergy care for us, we thought it meet and right that we should make 
a special effort to care for them. For this reason, we beseech every parish to make an 
extraordinary collection on this Sunday to enhance and support the Clergy Pension Fund. On 
this Sunday, when we remember our earthly fathers — living and reposed — may we also 
remember our spiritual fathers who labor for our salvation in Christ. 

 



 

 2 

Let us celebrate this Father’s Day by honoring the Saintly 318 Father of the First 
Ecumenical Council and remembering our faithful clergy and their needs. Thus, we shall prove 
ourselves to be holders of the word God and worthy heirs of the Faith of Nicaea. 

With much gratitude and paternal blessings in Christ, 

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 



 

ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ. 180/2024 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν ἡµέρα τοῦ πατέρα. 

16 Ἰουνίου 2024 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς 
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς 
Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους 
Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ 
Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, 
τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς 
Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 

«̓Εφανέρωσά σου τὸ ὄνοµα τοῖς ἀνθρώποις οὓς δέδωκάς µοι ἐκ τοῦ κόσµου. Σοὶ 
ἦσαν καὶ ἐµοὶ αὐτοὺς δέδωκας, καὶ τὸν λόγον σου τετηρήκασι» (Ἰω. 17:6). 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ,  

 Ἡ Ἡµέρα τοῦ Πατέρα συµπίπτει κατὰ τὴν ἐφετεινὴ χρονιὰ µὲ τὴν Κυριακὴ 
τῶν Ἁγίων τριακοσίων καὶ δεκαοκτὼ πατέρων τῆς ἐν Νικαίᾳ Πρώτης Οἰκουµενικῆς 
Συνόδου, µία ἑορτὴ ποὺ συνδέει τὴν ἑορτὴ τῆς Ἀναλήψεως µὲ τὴν ἑορτὴ τῆς 
Πεντηκοστῆς. Αὐτὴ λοιπὸν τὴν εὐκαιρία, ὅπου οἱ πάντες γιορτάζουν καὶ τιµοῦν τοὺς 
φυσικοὺς πατέρες τους, δράττουµε καὶ ἐµεῖς γιὰ νὰ τιµήσουµε τοὺς πνευµατικοὺς 
πατέρες τῶν ἐνοριῶν µας, τοὺς κληρικοὺς τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς µας. Ὅπως οἱ 
τριακόσιοι καὶ δεκαοκτὼ πατέρες τῆς Πρώτης Οἰκουµενικῆς Συνόδου ἐπιλέχθηκαν 
γιὰ νὰ πρωτοστατήσουν στοὺς πνευµατικοὺς ἀγῶνες γιὰ τὴ διδασκαλία τῆς ὀρθῆς 
πίστεως ἐν Χριστῷ, ἔτσι καὶ ὁ ἐνοριακός µας κλῆρος κρατάει ἀνόθευτη τὴν πίστη, ὅτι 
ὁ θεῖος λόγος παρέχεται ἀπὸ τὸν Πατέρα διὰ τοῦ Υἱοῦ στὸν κόσµο, µιὰ πίστη ποὺ 
διαφυλάσσεται καὶ διαδίδεται διὰ µέσῳ τῶν γενεῶν ἀπὸ τὰ µέλη τοῦ ἱεροῦ κλήρου 
τοῦ Κυρίου ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. 

Γνωρίζοντας πόσο οἱ κληρικοὶ µᾶς φροντίζουν, θεωροῦµε ὅτι εἶναι σωστὸ καὶ 
πρέπον νὰ συντονίσουµε καὶ τὶς δικές µας προσπάθειες γιὰ τὴ φροντίδα τους. Γιὰ 
αὐτὸ τὸ λόγο, παρακαλοῦµε κάθε κοινότητα νὰ πραγµατοποιήσει περιφορὰ δίσκου 
αὐτὴ τὴν Κυριακή, πρὸς ἐνίσχυση καὶ στήριξη τοῦ Συνταξιοδοτικοῦ Ταµείου τῶν 
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Κληρικῶν. Αὐτὴ τὴν Κυριακή, ὅταν τιµοῦµε τοὺς φυσικούς µας πατέρες, ζῶντες καὶ 
κεκοιµηµένους, ἂς τιµήσουµε καὶ τοὺς πνευµατικούς µας πατέρες, οἱ ὁποῖοι 
ἐργάζονται γιὰ τὴ σωτηρία µας ἐν Χριστῷ. 

Ἂς ἑορτάσουµε αὐτὴ τὴν Ἡµέρα τοῦ Πατέρα τιµώντας τοὺς τριακοσίους καὶ 
δεκαοκτὼ πατέρες τῆς Πρώτης Οἰκουµενικῆς Συνόδου, ἀλλὰ καὶ τοὺς εὐλαβεῖς µας 
κληρικούς, φροντίζοντας γιὰ τὶς καθηµερινὲς ἀνάγκες τους, φανερώνοντας τὸ Λόγο 
τοῦ Θεοῦ ὣς ἄξιοι κληρονόµοι καὶ συνεχιστὲς τῆς πίστεως τῆς Νικαίας. 

Μετὰ πατρικῶν ἐυχῶν καὶ εὐγνωµοσύνης ἐν Χριστῷ, 

 
† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 


