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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America.

Epavéowod oov t0 Ovopa toig avOewmoLs 00¢ dEdWKAG HOL €K TOU KOOHOV. Yot
noav kat épot avTovg dEdwKAG, Kal tov Aoyov cov tetnonkaot. (kata lwavvny 17:6)

I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; Yours
they were, and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. (John 17:6)

My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

This year’s observance of Father’s Day happily coincides with the Feast that bridges
Ascension and Pentecost — the celebration of the 318 Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical
Council in Nicaea. We have appropriated this secular occasion in order to highlight the
“fathers” of our parishes, the clergy of our Archdiocese. Like the 318, they have been chosen
to engage in the spiritual contest to preach and teach the unalloyed Orthodox Faith of Christ.
Our parish clergy have kept the Faith and the Divine Word that God the Father delivered to
the world through His Son, which is preserved and transmitted from generation to generation
by the members of the Holy Priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Knowing how the clergy care for us, we thought it meet and right that we should make
a special effort to care for them. For this reason, we beseech every parish to make an
extraordinary collection on this Sunday to enhance and support the Clergy Pension Fund. On
this Sunday, when we remember our earthly fathers — living and reposed — may we also
remember our spiritual fathers who labor for our salvation in Christ.
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Let us celebrate this Father’s Day by honoring the Saintly 318 Father of the First
Ecumenical Council and remembering our faithful clergy and their needs. Thus, we shall prove
ourselves to be holders of the word God and worthy heirs of the Faith of Nicaea.

With much gratitude and paternal blessings in Christ,

Ji e Kol

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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ApOu. IMowr. 180/2024
Agxtemokomikn EykUkALog yix thv rUéga Tov matépa.
16 Tovviov 2024

[Iooc 1tovg XePacpwtatovg  kalt OeopuUleotatovg  AQXLeQels, TOLG
EvAafeotatoug Tepelc xkat Awxkovovg, tovg Movaxouvg kal tic Movaxég, toug
ITooédpovg kat tax MéAN twv Kowotikwv ZvupovAiowv, tovg EvtipoAoyuwwtdtovg
Apxovteg tov Oikovpevikov Ilatouaxgxeiov, tax péAn e ‘Hyeoiag twv 100, T
‘Hpueonowx kxat Anoyevpativa ZxoAeia, tic PAomttwyxovg AdeApotnreg, t) NeoAala,
tic ‘EAANV0p006d0Eec Opgyavaoelc kat OAOKANQ0 TO XQLOTEMWVUHO TANQWHA TNG
Tepag Apxlemiokomng ApeQukng.

<E@avéowod oov o Ovopa Tolg avOowmoLs oG 0EdWKAG HOL €K TOV KOOHOUL. Lol
noav kat épot avtovg dEdwKAG, Kal TOV Adyov oov tetnenkaow (lw. 17:6).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg €v XOLoTw,

‘H Huéoa tov INatépa ovumintel kata v €petevr) xoovia né v Kvoakn
TV Aylwv tolakooiowv Kat dexaoktw matépwv ¢ év Nikaia ITowtng Otkcovpevikng
Luvodov, pla €0QTr) TMOL OLVOEEL TNV €00Tr NS AvaAnpewg pé v €o0QTr) TNg
[Tevtnkootng. AUTr AoLmtov v evkaQla, GTIOL Ol TTAVTES YI0QTALOLV KAl TLHOVV TOUG
(PLOLKOVG TIATEQES TOVG, DQATTOVE KAl EUELS YIX VX TIUTOOVHE TOUG TTVEVHATIKOUG
TIATEQES TV EVOQLWV HAG, Tovg kAnekoug g Tepag Apgxtemiokomng pag. ‘Onwg ot
TOLAKOO0L Kol dekaokTw matégec G Ilpwtng Otkovpevikng Lvuvodov EmAéxOnkav
YIX VO TQWTOOTATOOLVY OTOVG TVEVHATIKOUG AYWVES YIX T1) ddaokaAla tng 0pO1g
Tilotewg €v XOLOTw, €TOLKAL O £€VOQLAKOG S KANQOG KQatdel avoOevtn v mtiotn, Ot
0 O¢tog Aoyog mapéxetal amno tov I[atépa dix Tov Yiov 0TOV KOOHO, HX TtloTn oL
dxpuAacoetal kat dadidetat dx HETW TV YEVEQLV ATO T HEAT TOV LEQOVL KAT|QOL
oL Kvpiov uwv Tnoov Xoplotov.

I'vwopiCovtag mooo ol kAngkol pag @eovtiCovv, Oewpovpe OTL elval owoTo Katl
TIEETIOV VAt OLVTOVIOOLE KAl TIG dkéC pag mpoomddeleg yix ) geovtida tovs. 'ix
aVTO TO AOYO, MAQAKAAOVUE KADE KOWVOTNTA VA TIOAYLATOTIOU|OEL TTEQLPOQAX DIOKOL
avtn v Kvowaxr), mpog évioxvon kat oteleén tov Lvvtadodotkov Tapeiov twv
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KAnowwv. Avt) v Kvplakn, 6tav tipovpe tovg uotkos Hag matées, CavTtes kal
KEKOLUNUEVOVS, AC TIUNOOULUE KAl TOUG TIVELHATIKOUG HAG TATEQES, Ol OTtoloL
goyalovtat Y T owtneia pag €v XolotQ.

Ag éogtaocovpe avt) v Huéoa tov Iatépa tipcvtag tovg totakooiovg katl
dexkaoktw matépes G I[Mowtng Otkovpevikng Xuvodov, AAAX kal TOUG eVAAPELS pHag

KANQELKOUG, PEOVTILOVTAG Yl TIC KAONUEQLVES AVAYKES TOVG, PAVEQWVOVTAG TO AOYO
T0L OO0V WS AELOL KANEOVOUOL Kl OLVEXLOTEG TNG TtioTews NS Nikalag.

Metax matou@Vv EvXV Kal EVYVWHOoLVNG €V XOLoTQ,

& Pgorns /{}%fs@o%

+0 Apeowng EAmdogpdéoog



