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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

I, who am a creature of God, am called to be God... (PG 36, 560A).
Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

On this first day of the 2023 New Year, let us invoke for inspiration in the coming
year the memory of the Saint of God who reposed this day so many centuries ago: the
shining Hierarch of Cappadocia and Teacher of the oikoumene, Basil the Great. We have
many traditions around Saint Basil the Great — the giving of gifts on his Feastday, the
Vasilopita, our St. Basil Academy in Garrison, New York, which is a National Institution
that proudly bears his name. But beyond even these beloved traditions, we also have the
legacy of this saintly hierarch, which offers us a profound understanding of what it means

to be a human being.

The aforementioned quote was remembered by Saint Basil’s lifelong friend, Saint
Gregory the Theologian, who recalled the Saint’s words in the eulogy he delivered at his
funeral. Such a simple expression, and yet here, midway between the infancy of our Lord at
Christmas and the fulness of His humanity at Theophany, Saint Basil reminds each of us of
the nature of our high calling in Christ. Yes, we are creatures, but we are called to be God,

or what the Fathers of the Church would term as theosis, or divinization.
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Imagine the New Year of 2023 as a series of opportunities for theosis in your life. You
do not have to be a monastic or even an ascetic to embrace this aspiration. Each moment,
every encounter, all the people that you meet — they are all opportunities for you to act as

God acts; to speak as God speaks; and to love as God loves.

We often hear our friends talk about their “New Year’s resolutions,” their intentions
to either spend more time with family, to lose weight, or the thousand other commitments
we try to make at the turn of the New Year. This year, though, let us follow the example of
the Great Basil of Caesarea. Let us take our lives — humble and even faulted — and let us
make of them a chance to become godlike in our ways. This is the realization of our human
nature, created in the image and according to the likeness of the Holy Trinity, which is a

communion of love.

May 2023 be filled with moments where your lives are changed and transformed by
the love of God, so that you can share abundantly with the world around you the fullness

of what it means to be a creature that aspires to be like our Creator.

With paternal love in Christ Jesus,

7{5‘ uzorys /{;%;4203

t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOu. IMowr. 01/2023

Agxtemiokomuikn EykvkAiog yia to Néo "Etog 2023.
1 Tarvovapiov 2023

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaPBeotatoug Tepeig
kal Ataxkovovg, toug Movayxoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat tax MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolag tov 100, ta Hueprjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0AgLy,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvVoeOodoLec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

«Beov Te KTiopa TVY XAV Kal O0c eival KeKeAEVOUEVOG. .. »
(I'pnyopiov OcoAoyov, Eic tov uéyav Baoideiov émutaguoc, P.G. 36, oeA. 560, map. A).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

LNueQa, TNV mewtn NHEQa ToL VEOL Etovg 2023, &g EUMVEVOTOVHE ATIO TOV AYLO TOV
Oeov mov kounOnke &v Kvplw kat’ avt) v Nuéga mMoAAOUS alwveg mOLV: TOV QTELVO
tepapxn e Kammadokiag xat dwdaokado tng oikovpévng, tov uéya BaoiAewo
Apxtemiokorto Kawoageiag. Axoun kat onueoa koatovpe Cwvtava moAAx EO0wa
ovvdedepéva pE Tov &ylo BaoiAeo to péya. Thv aviaAdayr) dwowv kata v 1fuéga tng
£00T1G OV, T PacAdmitta kal PéPala, €dw otV Apegikn, TV Akadnuia Tov aylov
Baodeiov 010 Garrison g Néag Yopkng, mov amoteAel 10 €0vViko pag kabidouua mov
egn@ava pEQeL TO OVouk tov. TTépa Opws amo avta tx Aao@iAr) EOua, daOétovpe TV
TAQAKATAON KT TOU HEYAAOL AUTOL LEQAQXT), TTOL EVioXVeL T 00T NG EkkAnoiag v to Tl

onuatver avlpwmoc.
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To xkelpevo otV &EXM NS €YKUVKALOL TTQOEQXETAL ATIO TOV ETUTAPLO AGYO TOL AY(ov
I'onyoolov Tov BeoAdyov, oL tav 0 EmoTrOL0g PIAog ToL peyaAov Baoikelov, kata v
kndeia TOL Ayarmmnuévouv tov @iAov. Mé avtn) v t000 ATAT €k@EaOT, TOL ATOTEAEL
tavtoxoova éva OavpaoTo oUVOEOHO HETAEL TNG TOL XQELOTOU YEVVNOEWS Kal Trg
upavicews Tov wg évnAlkov kata ) Bamntion otov Togdavn, 6 péyag Baoidelog pag
vrtevOvpiCet v dittr) @LoT ToL Xowotov. ITpaypatt elpaote KToTOl, AAAX KEKATLEVOL VX
vivovpe kata xaowv 0Oeol, Omwg ol matéges TG EkKANoiag pag Emonualivouv

XONOLHOTIOLOVTAG TOV 000 «OEwan».

To véo €1og 2023 pag maQéxeL po OO ATO €VKALQLES Y T «O€won» otr) Cwr) pHag.
Ae xoetkletat va yivoupe povaxol 1) AOKNTEC YIX V& axkoAovOroovpe to dQOpO TNg
Oecwoews. KaOe otryun, mavrorte, pe kdbe &vOQwWTO TTOL CLVAVTOULLE, VTTAQXOLV EVKALQLEG
va mpattovpe Omws 6 Oeog O Empatte, va AoLHE OTwg O BOedg O HAoLOE, kal v

Ayamovpe Omwe 0 B0 AyamaeL.

ZuvnOwg Tic Nuéges avteg Oétovpe Eva 0TOX0 MOV O EKTANQWOOVHE KATA T1 VEa
xoovid. ITapadelypatog xaoLv, Vo TeQVOUUE TTEQLOTOTEQO XQOVO HE TIV OLKOYEVELX HAG, 1)
va Xdoovpe BAog kal dlk@ooa dAA IOV DTTOOXOUAOTE KATA TIV €VAQET TOL £TOVG. AUTO
0 €10G, 0L, ag VTOoXeOOVE OTOV €AVTO HAC KATL DAPOQETIKO, AaKOAoLOWVTAG TO
nagadetypa tov peyaAov Baowlelov ano v Kawoagewa g Kanmadokiag. Ag yivovpue
Oeopopol, KIvoUpevoL RO 1) O€won, maa TV AvalldTnTa Kal Tig adLVAapies pag. Avt)
e¢EaAAov etval kal 1) &dvOpwmivn Lo, 1) ool dNpLOLEYNONKE «kat’ elkOva Kat kKo’
opolwov» g Ayiag Toladog, wg kowvwvia ayamnng.

Evxopat 10 2023 va elvat YEUATO pE HOVadLKES OTLYES aAAolwong &Tto T X&) Kal
TNV &yATn ToL Oeov, WoTe va Hopalopaote TV deOovia TNG AYATNG AUTIG HE TOV KOOUO

YUoW HaG, g KTlopata Kad®’ Opoiwoty ToL dNHLOVEYOD TOUG.

Metax matowng £v XoLot@ ayanng,
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t 6 Apeoweng EAmdogpopog



