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IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAZX IEPZEHE

OXI Day Commemoration 2018

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Esteemed Members of the
Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils, Philoptochos
Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek Afternoon Schools,
Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout Orthodox
Christians of the Greek Orthodox Communities of our Holy Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved,

Today we mark the celebration of a day wherein our forefathers courageously
stood firmly against the powers of fascism despite knowing that their opposition would
be met with extreme pain, sacrifice, and likely death. When the people of Greece said
“OXI” to the tyrannical powers of Italy’s Mussolini and Germany’s Hitler, they sent shock
waves throughout the world as they fearlessly stood up to these powers which proved to
be a sign of hope for the allies and a symbol of resistance against these evil powers.

Outnumbered in soldiers, weapons, and military assets it seemed that the Greek
people would easily be defeated against these seemingly superior forces. The unseen
weapon, however, is often the deadliest. In the case of the Greek people it was their
bravery. In their love for freedom, they beat the Italian army and held back the German
army enough to lend the critical time the allies needed to regroup. This expression of
bravery and selflessness came at a cost, however, as about 10% of the Greek population
perished due to direct effects of the war. Men died in combat, women and children died
of starvation, Jewish neighbors were sent to concentration camps, and clergy were
executed for protecting those who were being persecuted. Archbishop Damaskinos of
Athens, recognizing the image and likeness that each person possessed regardless of their
religious beliefs, risked his own life by protecting the Jewish population in Athens from
their deportation and extermination in Nazi concentration camps.

The Greek people’s actions proved not just to be out of pride for their own
sovereignty, but also as an expression that no one’s freedom should be threatened. In
them saying “NO” to Italy on October 28", 1940 they furthered the cause of freedom even
though it would come with costly sacrifice. Much in the same way, we as Orthodox
Christians have been endowed with freedom by God so that we may exercise this
freedom not for our own selfish pleasure, but for the sake of other people. Our freedom
when used to help others is the ultimate expression of love. It is this same gift of freedom
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that both helped our ancestors to discern their actions and overcome those difficult years
during World War II that helps us today to discern right from wrong, good from evil,
justice from injustice, peace from war, and love from hate. This gift of freedom from God
is not just a gift we must cherish for ourselves, but it is also a gift we must preserve for
others.

Thus, in our commemoration of OXI Day, let us honor the sacrifice of our
ancestors, let us pray for those who stood up and said “NO” on October 28 and let us
celebrate their courage with which they defended freedom in the name of God and of
peace as we continually seek to honor their sacrifice by preserving the integrity of our
generation by exhibiting the same resolve they displayed. Praying that Almighty God
continues to bless our beloved Homeland as well as all peoples who respect and cherish
freedom, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

/ ol Vo Lol

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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[Tpdc oV evAapéoatatov Tepdv KAnpov,

Tovg Evtipotdtovg Agxovtag tov Oikovpevikov Nuav Hatowxopxetov,

Tovg INpoédooug kat td MéAN twv ExkAnowotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Tdc IMpoédpoug kal T MEAN twv PLAoTttwxwv AdeApotrtwy,

Tovg dwdokovtag kat ddaokopévous twv Katnyntikwv kal EAANvikwv ZxoAeiwy,

Tac Ogyavwoeic g NeoAalag kal admav 10 XQLOTEMWVUHOV TANRWHA TV evoeBwv Op00dOEwV
Xototavav g Tepag MnrtoondAewe Néag Tepoénc.

«Tnv naocav EATtida pov eig o€ avatiOnu, Mitep Tov O¢eov,

@UAaéOoV pe OO TNV okémny Lov»

Ayamnrol &€v XpLote adeAgot,

KaBe Aadg Exel xapaypéveg otic oeAideg TG LOTOQIAG TOV KATIOLEG T)UEQOUNVIES TTOV
AToTEAOLY OTAOHOVGS Yk 1) peTémetta oQela Tov. "Eva Tétolo pwtetvo 0000 HO LOTOQIKNG
Hvrung v v EAAGda pag amoteAet kat 1) onpegivny émétetog g 28" Oxtwfotov 1940.
Hpéoa €é0vikng pvnung aAda kat evyvwpooivng meog ) Mntépa tov Oeov Yk Tr) okémn
Kkal TV mpootaoia TG 0ToV dywva Twv EAANvVov amévavtt otovg aAaloveg £x00ovg, dtav
OVOOWHOG 0 EAANVIKOG A0S TOAUNOE V& VPoeL TO AVAOTNUA Tov Kal avtitaxOnke otig
duvapelg tov Afova, mEoBaAAovTag c0evar] AVTIOTAoT) OTOV PACLOTIKO ETEKTATIOUO, TV
armoAvtaoxikn] Bla, v aAalovikr) amaltnon g olkelofeAovg TAEADOOTG THNHATWY TOV

£€0ViKov tov £ddoug.

H aBavatn éAAnvikn Yuxn, moty otic magadodocels tov €0voug, dovnOnke v
VTODOVAWOT] Katl Edwaoe TV amdvnon mov émpeme. Bopovtopwvale oOevapd kal yevvaia to
ntegnpavo OXI kal Eexivnoe évav 1)0WIKO Aywva AHUVOUEVT] YIA T& lepgd kal 6o, pié
ATOTEAEOTUA VA al@VIdLAoEL DLOAQEOTA TOVG ELOPOAELS, V& TOUG AVAYKATEL V& DTTOOTOVV
TATEWWTIKES T)TTEG Kl va& dda&el 0é OAOKANON TV OlkOLUEVN TWS T& VTEQOUYXQOVa
TIOAEUKA OTTAQ WXOLOVV UTTRO0TA 0TV EAANVIKN PuxT. OL'EAANVeC otoatiwtes moAéunoay
Hé ATAQAAAO 1OWIOHO OT& Xloviopéva Bouva tg [Tivdov kat tng AAPaviag katl Eypaav
«To énoc tov 40», kavovtag 6Aovg Tovg Aaovg V& HAoLY Yid Bavpa, épupuxwvovtag v

amoBagpupévn wg tote Evpwmm.

‘H énomoua Ouwg tov 1940 0év Ntav amotédeopa ATMOKAELOTIKA AvOQWTIVNG
nipooTtaBetag. LuvéBaAdav BePalwe 1) avtobuvoia, 6 Uy kal évOoLOoLOING TATOLWTIOUOS

Kal 0 aoPeotog mobog yid v éAevOepia, Ouws mMavw an' OAa 1) miotn oto Oed kal ot
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Oavpatovgywkn értépBaon g [avayiag evovvapwoav tovg "EAANveS 0tOv dywva toug Yk

Vv vTtepaoTion e éAevBepiag g Iatedoc.

T6 Nowkd OXI, avt 1) LovooVAAaPN A€EN Tov UmtepéPn ) Aoy k) v oy, yepiCet
™™V Kaedd kaOe EAANva pé aloOnpata vmegneavelag, ovykivnong kal e0yvwpooUvng
1O OAovg Ooovg Buoldotnkay yix v éAevOepia ¢ Iateldac pac. To B&pog, 1) TOAUN,
1 ATIOPACLOTIKOTNTA, TO ADOVAWTO PEOVIUA KAl TEOTIAVTIWYV 1] TOTN TWV XYWVIOTWV TOU

"40 &g yivouv & €Odia HAG, Y& VA AVTIHETWTIOOVLE TIG VEES LOTOQIKES TTQOKANOELS.
Avyammtol pov adeAgot,

‘H onueowvny €0vikr) éootr| pali pé tov kabepwpévo éogtaouo e Ayiag LkéTng, HAg
vrtevOLHICoUV TO XQ£0G Kal TO LeQd kaBnKov mov éxovpe ws EAANVeg, va pr Anopovrjoovpe
TOTE TOUG 1)0WIKOVG Kal EVO0EOVG AYWVES TWV TEOYOVWY HAS, VA& TULAUE T UVIHT TOUS KAl
V& EUMVEOHAOTE ATIO TO TAQADELYHA TOUG, AAA& kal wg 0000dofor xploTiavol va
évamofétovpe Tig eATdES pag 010 €Aeog kat ) xaon ¢ Havaylag, mpoooevxouevot «Tnv
nacav EAmida pov eig o€ avatiOnu, Mntep 100 Oeov, PUAREOV pe VIO TNV OKETNY Lov».
Kai va eloaote BéPatol 6tL wg "patopopoc vepéAn" Ba émokialel mavTa PE TV &YATT) TNG
10 £€0vog kal v Opoyévelx pag kal Oa otéketal dimAa pag, fon0og kat cvpnapaotdtng oé

KkA&O¢e dikatlo aywva.

Meta matowav evxwv kat g év Kvplw ayanng

O MHTPOIIOAITHX

A

1O Néag Tegoéng EYAITEAOX



