GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHIEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 206/2021

Archiepiscopal Encyclical for Greek Fire Relief

August 15, 2021
Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America.

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The fires ravaging Greece have caused the communities of the Omogeneia across
the oikoumene to muster their strength and their resources, and rush to the aid of the Greek
People and Land. For when we see a house on fire, we do not stop to ask who started it,
but hasten to assist in any way that we can. As an Archdiocese, we are responding to this
need by offering our assistance, and are inviting every parish across America to
generously support our Greek Orthodox brethren. Join us in providing aid to those who
have lost their homes and possessions to these unprecedented infernos that are scourging
the natural beauty of Greece, and those who are risking their lives fighting these fires.
Together we can contribute to the much-needed longer term reconstruction efforts and
spur economic revitalization.

Therefore, today — the very day on which we celebrate the “Little Pascha” of our
Panagia, the Feast of her glorious Dormition — I am calling upon every parish across our
sacred Archdiocese to take-up a special collection for this purpose. I ask that the Parish
Councils forward the collected funds immediately to the Archdiocese, so that they may



be deployed as expeditiously as possible. Furthermore, a portal has been created on the
Archdiocese website, where anyone can make a direct donation to this noble cause. One
hundred percent of your contributions will be given directly to those impacted most by
the fires. An accounting of all funds raised for this purpose will be made public, so that

every person of goodwill can see how their generosity has effectuated positive results on
the ground in Greece.

May God, the Comforter, through the intercessions of the Virgin Mother of God,
whose sacred Dormition we celebrate this day, send speedy relief to the people of Greece,
and bring to an end this terrible inferno that continues to devastate our Ellada.

With paternal blessings and gratitude in our Lord Jesus Christ,
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t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America



IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEIIIXKOIIIKH EI'’KYKAIOX

Ao. TTowr. 206/2021

IMopavToikn kal AQXLEMLOKOTIKT] €YKUKALOG YLK
TNV &vakov@Lon Twv nueonAnktwyv tns ‘EAA&dac.

15 Avyovortov 2021
Eoptn tnc Kotunoewc tnc Ocotokov

IToog tovg LePaopiwtatovsg kat Ocopileotatovg ApyLepeic, toug EvAafeotdtoug Tepeig
kat Awaxovovg, tovg Movaxoug kat tic Movaxég, tovg ITpoédpovg kal ta MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, Ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepnow kat Antoyevpativa LXoAelx,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvVoeO0doLec Opyavwoels kal
O0AOKAN 0 TO XoloTeMwvLvHo TATowpa TS Tepag ApxlemiokoTNG AeQLKNG.

ITooo@Aelg adeApol kal adeApeg €v XoLoTw,

Ol kataotoikes @wtieg otV EAAGDa amoteAovv pir agoourn yix OAec Tig
KOLVOTITEG TNG OHOYEVELAC XTIAVTOAXOD THG YT|G, VA OVYKEVTOWOOLY OAEG TIG OLVAELS TOUG,
omevdovTag yix forifetx ToL mMANYEVTOg EAANVIKOL AaoD katl TN EAA&dag. Aoty 6tav éva
omiTLKAalyeTal 0V avaAwvoaoTe VX BQOVUE TNV altia, dAAAx oTtevdovEe va BonOrjoovpe
ne kabe Odvvato TEOTO YWX TNV KataoPeon T wtiag. Qg AQXLETIOKOT)
AVTATIAKQLVOUAOTE AHETA 0TIV TTAQOVOX AVAYKT), TEOO@PEQOVTAS kdOe duvatr) PorOewx
Kat dtvovtag v evkapla o0& k&Oe kowotnta oe 6AN TNV ApeQkn], HE yevvalodwia Katl
ayamnn va Omootnotéel, kata duvauy, ToUg ddeA@ols pag oty ‘EAAGda mov éxaocav
OTHTIX KAl TLEQLOVOLEG O¢ AVTEG TIG MEWTOPAVELS TTUOKAYLEG, IOV KATEOTEEPAV TI) PUOLKT)
opoopux g EAAAdOC pag, dAAa kal 6Aovg avTtovg TOL ELOKAQEOLV T1 CwT] TOLG OTHV

kataoPeon ™M ewtas. ‘OAot pall pmogovpe vo ovpBAAOLME OTIC TMEOOTIAOELEG TTOV



YIVOVTAL YIX TNV OKOVOULKT] AVATITUEN KAL TNV AVOLKOOOUN O TWV KATETTQAUUEVWY ATIO

M) PWTLA.

"Etot Aowmdv, ofjpeoa, €optn e Kownoews g Ymepayiag Ocotdkov, v
Nuéoa oL mavnyveiCovpe t0 «Miko ITaoxa» g [Mavayiag pag, kavw ékkAnon o k&Oe
KkowotnTa ¢ Tegag AQXLETIOKOTIG HAG, VX TIOOYUATOTIOW]OEL £Q0VO Y TO OKOTIO AUTO.
[MapakaAw T KOWOTIK& OVHBOVAIX vV kKataO@€00VV TO TIOOO TOV €0AVOL AUECK OTHV
Aopxlemokort), €tot wote 1) forjOewa avTr) va eowOnOel to TaxvTteQo duvarto. I'ix To okoTo
avTo, €xeLdnNuovEYNOel Kl pia eOKT) LOTOTEA DA 0TOV LOTOTOTIO TNG AQXLETOKOTING, OTIOV
HTTOQEL KATIOOC VA TIQAXYHATOTOW|OEL piax drevOelag dwoeax Y TOV 1€QO AVTO OKOTO.
OAOKANEO TO 00O €lG TO Arépatov, Oa dOOEL Y TV &AvaKovPLON TWV TANYEVTWY ATO TIG
PWTLEC, €V 0T0 TéA0G Ba TRy HaToTon et dSNUOOLOG ATTOAOYIOUOG YIX TO OUVOAO Kal YiX
TOov 0o didbeonc kabe Pondewag, €tol wote kabe dvOpwmog KaAng BeAnoews vo

Yvwilet moéoo w@éAnoe v EAAGda e 1) yevvaiodwia tov.
EiOe 6 mapakAntog Oedg, dux meePelwv g Ymepayiag @eotdkov, ¢ Omotag
TNV Kolunom orpeoa €00Tdlovpe, va avakovgioel ovvtopa tov EAANvVko Aad, kat vo

OéoeL Téoua o€ avTn M) Aaidama oL kataomtagaooel TV EAA&da pac.

Me matoukég evxeg kat evyvwpooLvn €v Kvplw Tnoov Xowotw,
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t 6 Apeoweng EAmtdogpopog



