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Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of the Three Hierarchs
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January 30, 2022

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America.

The Hierarchs of Christ,
the pride of the Fathers, the pillars of the Faith,
and the Teachers and guardians of the Faithful
(Great Vespers of the Three Hierarchs)

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Feast of the Saintly Three Hierarchs — Basil the Great, Gregory the
Theologian, and John Chrysostom — is an occasion of the greatest joy in the Church.
Together, as the hymn says, they stand as “pillars of the Faith,” much like those
established in the Book of Revelation when the Lord says: “I will make the victor a pillar
in the Temple of My God.... (3:12). Indeed, each of these great Hierarchs was victorious,
triumphing over heresy and sophistry. They were the finest examples of the Wisdom of
God, who establishes Her own pillars (cf. Proverbs 9:1) to edify the House of God.

As exemplars of true philosophy, each Hierarch embodies what we call “Greek
Letters,” by which we mean the sum and substance of Hellenic culture, language, arts,
and sciences. Greek Letters are the building blocks of Western civilization, and the
intellectual tools which have shaped its worldview. They are also the means by which
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the “Preparation of the Gospel” was effected. On the one hand, there was the person of
Saint John the Baptist, who prepared the way for the coming of the Lord to Israel. On the
other hand, there was the genius that shone in the lands of ancient Hellas — a genius that
not only prepared the Old Testament in the Greek Language (i.e., the Septuagint), but
through the expansion of Hellenism through Alexander the Great, spread the fertile mind
of Greece to the exact regions where the Gospel would be preached by the Apostles.

Thus, these Three Hierarchs of Christ, became the “Teachers and guardians of the
Faithful,” precisely because they paved the way for the best of the Greek heritage to
become the handmaiden of the Lord, just like the Theotokos, who brought forth Christ in
the world. Following them, “the pride of the Fathers,” let us bring forth Christ in our lives
with the fulness of our Hellenic inheritance.

With paternal love in our Lord Jesus Christ,

7{5 uzorns /{}%féé‘%

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

Ap10. IMowr. 11/2022

AQxleMIOKOTIKT €YKUKALOG Y& TV €007 TwV Towwv Tepapxwv
Kal TNV NUEQA TV EAATVIKWV YOAUUATWV.

30 Tavovapiov 2022

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaPeotatoug Tepeig
kal Ataxkovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat taa MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Hueonjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0oAgly,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, Ttic EAANvVoeO0doLec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTemwvupo TATowpa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«Tovc iepapyac tov XpLotov,
Kal TV TaTéPwy KAE0C, TNG MIOTEWS TOVS TTVPYOUVC,
Kol TV oty StdaokdAove kal UAakac»
(Ao&aotiko Autnc tov éomtepvov e éopTrc)

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

‘H éoptr) TV peyAAwWV lEQaOX@WV Kal OKOUHEVIKOV dOAoKAAwVY, Baoilelov tov
MeyaAov, T'onyoptov tov OeoAdyov kat Twavvn Tov XQUOOOTOUOU, ATOTEAEL APOQUT)
a@atov xaeag yux v ExkAnota. Ot t1oeic pall AtoteAoDV TOUG «OTUAOUG TG eVOEBEIRG»,
Kata 1O TeomaQLo, kabwg 6 Kvplog kablota tovg vikntég wg 0TtvAoLG ToL vaov tov O¢ov,
Omwg avagégetal otV AmokdAvym tov Twdvvou: «O0 VIK@WV Toujow avTOV OTVAOV €V TQ
vaw oL Oeov povr. TToaypaty, kabévag amo tovg TEelS Toug BopBevoe VikNEOea Katx
¢ aipéoews kal g eidwAoAatpelac. Kat ol toelg tovg dmoteAovv magadelypata twv
TIVAVWYV, TOLG Omolovg 1] Logla Tov Oeov TomobeTel yix va otnotlovv TV oikia g,

OnAadn v ExkAnoia. (ITagoru. 9:1).
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Q¢ vrodetypata e aAnOwNg @Llocoplag, EvoagKOVouy avTd TOL OVOUALOVE
«EAANVika Toappatar», dnAadn tov EAANVIKO TOALITIONO, T YA®oOoQ, TIG TEXVES Kal TIG
éruotnues. Ta «EAAnvika Todppato» amoteAovv 11 Aot tov dUTIKOL TOALTIOHOY,
E€POdLALOVTAC TOV HE TA KATAAANAQ €QYaAEla, DIAPOQPWVOVTAS TOV TQOTIO KATAVOTOTG
¢ QLOEWS kal TEoeTodlovTag T dwkdoorn tov EvayyeAiov otov kéopo. Onwe 6
Twdavvng 0 Pantiotic moetoipace tov ToganA ywx v €Agvon tov Kuplov, €tot 1
@ ooco@la moL @atioe T pépn e agxaing EAA&dag mpoetoipaoe 6Aov TOV AQXAlo
KOOUO, OXL Hovo ué 1) petagoaon e IHaAawag AixOnkng amno tovg ‘ERdounkovta otnv
KON EAANVIKT) YA©WOoOoQ, AAAX kLElwg pE 1) dtddoor) tov EvaryyeAiov, péow tng éméktaong
o0 EAANVIOHOU &mo 10 Méya AAEEavOQO OTig TeQLoxEg OTIOL ol ATTOOTOAOL K1jeuEav To

EvayyéAo.

"Etot Aowmdv, ol «TQelc HEYLOTOL POTNES TS TolonAlov BedTnTog» yivovtat ot
dwdaokaAoL kal ol eUAakeg NG evOEPelag, AKQPWS dOTL E0TEWOAV TO DQOHO, WOTE T
TIOAVTIHOTEQ TETQADLA TNG EAANVIKTG KATN)QOVOLAG Vv Umneetrioovy tov Koo, 6mag 1)
Be0TdKOG VMNQETEL TO HLOTHELO TNG Evaviowmoews. Ag &dkoAovONooLUE AOLTTOV «TWV
TATEQWYV TO KAE0G» épvovTag ol Cwr] Hag TO XELOTO dLX TG MANEOTNTAS TNG EAANVIKTG
HAG TTaQAdOONG.

Meta ¢ matowkng év Kvpiw Tnoov Xowotw ayanng,
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t 6 Apeoweng EAmdogpopog



