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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 240/2022

Archiepiscopal Encyclical for the Feast of the Holy Unmercenaries,
Saints Cosmas and Damian

October 30, 2022

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

O holy Unmercenaries and Wonderworkers, visit our infirmities. Freely have you received, freely give unto us.
(Apolytikion, Plagal of the Fourth Mode)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Holy Saints Cosmas and Damian are the best example to all of us, as we consider
the work of our National Philoptochos on behalf of the benevolent and philanthropic
ministries of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. By definition, an avagyvpog — which literally
means, “one who refuses silver” — is the exact opposite of a pIA&oyvEog, a “lover of silver,”

the appellation given to the Betrayer of the Lord who took the thirty pieces.

And it is the character of the Philoptochos, giving away the monies that it receives,
not hoarding or heaping up “treasures on earth” (Matthew 6:19), which is the character that
makes miracles happen in our midst. In all its philanthropies and charitable works,
Philoptochos creates the conditions where people rise above their circumstances, and exceed

themselves to become the image of God, in which they were created.

Philoptochos knows the truth of our Divine Liturgy: Ta oo éx twv owv — Your own

of Your own — that everything we have comes from God, and when we return it to Him in



CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

thanksgiving, there is transformation. This is what the last part of the Apolytikion of the
Patrons Cosmas and Damian means. These words echo the command of Christ to His

disciples (Matthew 10:8); these words are the foundation of generosity in the Church.

Therefore, 1 exhort every parish and parishioner to heed our faith and this
consummate teaching of goodness and beneficence. Our Philoptochos Societies are
extending their hands in order to the support of the needs of the Mother Church. Especially
after the fire at the Balikli Hospital, which serves so many of our brothers and sisters in the
[T6An, let us help to fill the hands of our Philoptochos Sisters with the means to do good in
this world. Through the intercessions of the Holy Unmercenaries and Wonderworkers

Cosmas and Damian. Amen!

With paternal love in our Lord Jesus Christ,

7{5‘ zonys /{}%%205

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOu. INowr. 240/2022

Agxtemokomikn 'EyikvkALog yia Tovg ayiovg Avagyvoovg
Koopa kai Aapiavo

30 Oktwfotov 2022

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocoprleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaBeotatoug Tepeig
Kkal Awaxkovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat taa MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAlwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Agxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepnjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0Agly,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvoeOodofec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN Q0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

«Aytot Avapyvpor kai Qavuatovpyol, énorképace tac doOevelac nuawv, dwpeav éAafete, dwpedv 60Te NuUIv»
(AmoAvtikiov t@v dyiwv, nxoc mA. O°).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg €v XOLoTw,

Ot ayot Avagyvoot Koopag kat Aapiavog &ToteAoDV Ta AQLOTa TaQadelypata yix
OAovg €pag mov moTtevovpe 0t0 £0yo TG EOvikng Pudomtwyxov AdeAgdtntog, €vog
OQYAVIOHOD  AVTLTIQOOWTEVTIKOVL TS @lavOpwrikng dakoviag tov  OovpeviKov
IMatowxpxetov e KowvotavtivovnoAews. EE 60Lopov 1) AEEN «AvAQYLEOG» (AV+AQYVQOG)
TIEOOOL0PILEL TOV AVOQWTO TOL AQVELTAL T AQYVQWX Kal elval TO avtiBeto g Aé€ewg
«PLAGQYLEOC» (PIAOCHAQYVQOG) WG TIQOODIOQLOHOS TOU €Qa0Th TWV AQYLRIwV, Eévag
TEOODIOQLOOG TIoL aQuolet otov Tovda tov Tokaguwtn, 6 OMOIOC TIEE TA TOLAKOVTA

AQYVOLX YL Vo teodwoel TOV XQLoTO.

AVT0 eEaAAov etval T0 Wiwpa g PrAomtTwxov AdeA@OTNTOG, VAt HORALEL avTX TTOV

TG TEOTPEQOVYV, XWLS V&t CLOCWEEVELKAL Vi «Onoavptlel Onoaveovg i g yne» (Mato.
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6:19), metvxalvovtag moaypatika Bavpatal Mé 10 mAoVOW @UAaVOQWTIKO TG €0YO0, 1)

DAOTTTwXO0C Pondael tovg avOpwmovg v otékoviat oto UPOC TV TEQLOTATEWY,

EEMEQVVTAGC TOUG EAUTOVG TOUG, OUH@PWVA HE TO «KAT elkOva Beov», OmMws kal

OnuovoynoOnkav.

H dldmtwyog Prover v aAnOeta mov dkovpe kata ) Oclar Aertovgyta: «To oo éx
TWV OWV, 00l TEOTPEQOHEV», DNAAOT OTL OAa 6o EXOVHE, HAG dlvovtal amo T0 o Kal
OTaV T TEOOPEQOVUE TIAAL O AUTOV EVXAQLOTNOLAKAK, TOTE ETATXNUATICOVTAL UE TT) XAQN
ToU. AUTO AAAWOTE elvatl kKal TO VONUAa TS KAatdANEng tov amoAvtikiov twv ayiwv Kooua
Kal Aapavov, meootatwv ayilwv Mg Plomtwxov, «dweeav EAAPete, dwoeav dOTE», TO
OTIOL0 AVTLYQA@ETAL ATO TNV €VTOAT] ToL XQLOTOL TQEOS Tovg pabntég tov (Mat0. 10:8).
AVTéG ol Aéelg amoTeAOVV TO OepéALo TNG dOATKAAIAG TOV XQLOTOV Kal TG YEVVALOdWILAG

twv avOpownwv g ExkAnoiac.

[Tootoémw Aotrtdv, OAa T HEAT TV KOLVOTHTWV Mg 0TIV ApEQLKT), akoAovOWVTAG
Vv tiotn ¢ ExkAnolag, va épagpooovv v téAeia avtr) ddaokaAla TNG AYATNG Kal TG
eAavOowriag. Ta toruka tunuata e Promtwxov AdeAgdtntog oe OAN v AueQikn)
tetvouv xelpa PonOeiag oe doovg Exouvv avaykn €0w, Omws kat ot Mntéoa ExxkAnoia.
Toiwg peTa TV KATAOTQEMTIKI] TUOKAYLX OTO VOOOKOUEIO TOU MmaAovkAr), 1o omoto
EEummnEeTel TOO0VG MOAAOVG adeAPolg kal adeAgéc pag oty I16An, &g Bonbrjoovpe tig
KLOLEG TNC PAOTTTWYOV, WOTE pE YEUATA XEQLX VO AOKNOOLV T1) @LAaVOQWTILar OTOV KOO HO.
Meottelaic v ayiwv kat Oavpatovgywv Avapyvowv Kooua kat Aapiavov, éAénoov kai

OWOOV TUAG, AUTV.

Meta matoueng ev Kvolw ayanng,
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t 6 Apeoweng EAmtdogpopog



