GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °° NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

June 14, 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

By the grace of God, we have arrived at the feast of All Saints which marks the end
of the Pentecostarion period and the beginning of our preparation for the feast of the
Synaxis of the Holy Apostles. The celebration of today’s feast and our preparation for the
Synaxis of the Holy Apostles is underscored by the fundamental element of faith. It is by
the faith expressed through the Prophets and Patriarchs of old that the path was made
ready for Christ to be received as our Savior. It is by the faith of the Holy Apostles that
their witness to our Lord’s actions and teachings have been passed down to us. It is by
the faith of the martyrs, ascetics, and countless saints throughout the centuries that we
have better come to understand the mystery of salvation.

Therefore, today we celebrate all of the saints throughout the ages who had put
their unwavering faith in God and who had sacrificed themselves for our Orthodoxy faith
each in their own way. In the celebration of today’s feast, we also prepare ourselves for
the coming feast of the Synaxis of the Holy Apostles. The Apostles, who experienced
Christ’'s numerous teachings and miracles, are celebrated by the Orthodox Church for
their steadfast devotion and sacrifice. Their faith was so great that they had gone to the
ends of the earth preaching the Gospel of Christ and their commitment to spreading the
Word of God was so great that all but one would be martyred.

In reflecting on the Holy Apostles and all of the saints of the Church, we come to
recognize that their devout faith is what preserved and sustained them in times of
troubles, tribulations, and tortures. Whether one speaks of the Prophets of the Old
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Testament, the Holy Apostles who walked with Christ, the martyrs who gave their lives
in defense of the faith, the ascetics who struggled in prayer, or any of the saints of our
Holy Orthodox Church, one of the elements which united them all is their boundless faith
for our Lord. It is to this example that we all must aspire since faith gives us the ability to
do that which is thought to be impossible. In Holy Scripture, Christ reminds us by saying,
“For truly, I say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to
you” (Mat. 17:20). I encourage each and every one of you to nurture your faith by
increasing your prayer life, by participating in the Divine Services, and by constantly
devoting yourselves to the philanthropic work and various ministries of the Church. In
this way and as a united Community of faithful and devout Orthodox Christians, we may
emulate the saints who have gone before us as we continually seek to give glory to our
Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Praying that the Saints and especially the Holy Apostles guard and guide each of
you and your families, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

+EVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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ITIOIMANTOPIKH ETKYKAIOX EOPTHX AT'TQN ITANTQN 2020

ITpog tov evAaéotartov Tepdv KAnoov,

Tovug Evtipotdtoug Agxovtag tov Otkovuevikov Iatouxpyeiov,

Tovc Ipoédpoug kal td MéAN twv ExkAnowotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Tdc IMpoédpoug kal td MEAN twv Plomttwxwv AdeAgottwy,

Tovg dvaokovtag kat dwaockouévoug twv Katnyntikwv kai EAAnvikwv LyxoAelwy,
Téc Opyavawoeig g NeoAaiag kat dnav 16 XOLoTeMWOVUHOV TATQWHA TV €V0EROV
00p0006EwVv Xolotiavav t¢ Tepag MntoomoAews Néag Tepoénc.

«Ilag o0V 60TIG OpoAoyrioel v uoi EumpocOev Twv avOpwnwv, Opodoynow Kayw v
avT@ EumPooOev T0U MaTPOG HOov TOU v ovpavois. (Mat0. 10,32)»

Avyannrot pov adeA@ol,

‘H onueorvny Kvowkr), yvwotr) wg Kvowakny twv Ayiwv Ildvrov, etvad
APLEQWHLEVT) OTNV TIUN Kl TOV £00Tao O OAwV TV Ayiwv g OpBoddEov ExkAnoiag,
Omwe dixPdlovpe otd Lvvaldoro g Nuéoac: «Tn onuepov Nuépa, Kvpiaxn petd tnv
[TevTnrootnv, TNV TV aavtaxov tne oikovuévne Ayiwv navtwv Eoptny éoptalopev».
Tiovpe Aowmov orjpepa OA0LG €kelvoug TOUG 1OWES TNG AUWUTTOV THOTEWS HAS, TOVG
YVWOTOUS Kl &YV@OTOUGS, TOUS PAVEQOUS Katl TOUG AQPAavELS, oL aylaoav, kal elte dik
TOV 00LAKOL TOLG BLOv elTe Dk TOL pHaQTLELOL TOovg EvawOnKay pé Tov Ocod kat épbaoav
010 «kaO’opoiwotv». Tywovpe Tovg dvapiOuntouvg Avyiovg ¢ ExkAnolac pag,
Eextvavtag amo v Yrepayia ®eotoko, Tovg Ayilovg ArtootdAovg, tovg Atkalovg kal
tovg Tpopnteg tc IaAawag AaOrjkng, Tovg Mdotupeg, tovg Ootovg, tovg Tepapxeg,
toUg OpoAoyntég, Tovg AdaokaAovg g miotews, katl k&Oe avdoa kal yvvaika mov
aprépwoe ™V Cwr) Tov 0Tov XLoTo Kal évdvOnke v Xdon tov Ayiov ITvevuatoc.

Ztov kaBéva Opwg amd éuag yevvatal éva éowtnua. Ilwg kdmolog yivetat
Aylog; MNmwe avtd elval TEOVOULO KATIOLWY EEXWOLOTOWV ATOHWYV, WE Daiteoa
TEOOOVTA Kal duvapels; Mmws yix va yivel kdmotog Ayiog xoelaletar va €xet
UTTEQPLOLKES duvAels; MNmwg 0 Oeog kdvet duakploels kat divel v Xdaon Tov otovg
Atyovg; Timota améd 6Aa avtd dév eival cwotd ayannrol pov. I'd va yivovue Ayiot
TIOETEL VA& dyamoLpe TOV XoLoTo pag péxot Bavdtov kal vd kdvovpe mod&n otnv Cwr
Hag T Adyx tov Kvplov mov akovoape otd onueovd EvayyéAwo: «mac ovv dotic
ouoAoynoer ev euoi EumpooBev Twv avlpwnwy, ouoloynow kayw &v avtw EunpooOev
T00 matpoc pov tov év ovpavoic. (Matf. 10,32)». AnAadr) 6molog pé OHOAOYTOEL
EVAOTIOV TV avOpwmwv pé miotn katl 0&og, kat dév vrpémetat ik néva, kat xwolg
V& @ofatat Tovg dwyHovs, B TOV OHOAOYNOw Kal £Yw wg dkd Hov Eumeocdev Tov
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Ovpaviov Tlatpdc pov. AvVTO akQPws Ekavav 6Aot ot Aywol pag. Aév ftav
vTtepdvOpwToL, 0UTe AyyeAol, AAA& dvOpwTtoL pé m&On katl advvalieg, ot dmolot SpwS
OpHoAOYyNoav TV TtloTn Tovg Hé TOV Eva 1) TOV dAA0 TEOTIo Kal €tot épBaocav otV
ayomnra.

‘H daywmta Aowmov eival dwped tov Oeov mov didetar otovg délovg Tov.
AAwoTte 6mws Yvweilovpe o v dwaokaAia ¢ ExkAnolag pag: «Eic Aytog, Eic
Kvpiog, Tnoove Xpiotoc», 0 kat’ eéEoxnv Aylog etvat 6 O@edg, 1ov dideL Ouws v XAn
Tov otovg avBpwmovs. I'Vavtd dwwdokovpe kal mEeoBevovue 6Tl DVTTAQXEL DLAPOQK
HETAED TOU «KAAOD» avOewmov kal toL «Ayiov». KaAol umoget va etvatr 6Aot ot
avOowmot 1] v& aywviocOovv va yivouv kaAol, dAA& 1) aydtnta yalet HOVOV Ao
OV Oco kal v miotn pag oé AvTov.

Avyamnrot pov adeA@ol,

Mé¢ v onueowvn éopt) Twv Ayiwv Iavtwv, mov émioteydlet kat cVUTIANEWVEL
v €ootr) ¢ ITevinkootrg, dwaokopeOa 6t Lovtag péoa oty Op06doEn ExkAnoia
uag, ovppeteéxovrag ota leod Muotrow, kal Buovovtag v magovoia tov Ayilov
[Tvebvpatog, tov IapakAntov, éxovue kal Euelg v duvatotnta v& yivovpe Aylot
Apkel v& OopoAoyovpe pé magEnoia Vv miotn pag otov aAndwo Oed kal va
nipoortabovpe 1) Cwr) Hag V& elval €vag dLAQKTG TVEVHATIKOS AYWVAS, EVag dywvag
kal pk mpoomaBex mov 0to TéAog ToL dopoL B& pag évwoet palt Touv kal O&
vevOovpue tic dmoAavoelc Tov Iapadeioov kai v Oéa Tov Oeov. Ag Urv x&oovue
avTV TV evKaLA.

Amo avolo agyiCet 1) meplodog mpoetotpaciag yix v ‘Eopt) twv Ayiwv
AmootoAwv otig 29 kat 30 Tovviov. ‘H mpoetopaoia avtr) negdapPdvet vioteia kol
TIVELUATIKO kaaBaQLopo, Puxnc kai duavolag, ote v& TUoovUe TOUG OTVAOUG TG
TOTEWS pag, ToUG Mabntdc katl AtootoAovg Tov Kuvgiov, mdvw otrv ddaokalio tov
OTolwV g «avTOTTAL Kal «Oeomtar otneiletat 1) Op06dofog ExkAnoila pac. Kal
TwEA OV Hé TV XAon ToL OeoL émavaAeltovgyovy, DO TeQLOQLOHOVG, ol ExkAnotieg
HaG, &G OVUMETEXOVIE HE TeQLOoOTEQN TloTn Kat (Ao ota Tepd Mvuotrow, kal va
xaoLtwvopeOa kabnuegvag amo v Xaen tov Ocov, tic évépyeteg tov Iavaryiov
[Tvevpatog, mov didovtat anAdxeoa 0Tovg TAmevoUs kal d&lovg. Aunv

Metd matokng AyAanng kat dixmowv evXWV,

O MHTPOIIOAITHXZ

oo ey B

+'0 Néag Tegoéng EYAITEAOXL



