PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL
FOR HOLY PASCHA

PROT. NO. 221

+BARTHOLOMEW
By God’s Mercy
Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Plenitude of the Church:
May the Grace, Peace and Mercy of Christ Risen in Glory be with you All
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Most honorable brother Hierarchs,

Dearly beloved children,

Having arrived with God’s grace at the all-saving Resurrection of the Lord,
through which the power of death was abolished and the gates of paradise were opened
to the entire human race, we address to all of you our paschal greetings and heartfelt

wishes, as we proclaim the cry “Christ is Risen” that gives joy to the world.

In all of its dimensions, the life of the Church is invigorated by the ineffable joy of
the Resurrection. The “experience of resurrection” is witnessed in the labors of the Saints
and Martyrs of our faith, as well as in the liturgical and sacramental life, the proclamation
of the Gospel “to the ends of the earth”, the devotion and spirituality of the faithful, their
sacrificial love and Christian conduct, but also in their expectation of a world where

“death will no longer exist, nor will there be mourning, wailing or suffering” (Rev. 21,4).

In and through the Resurrection, everything lies in a state of motion toward
perfection in the Kingdom of God. This eschatological drive has always provided
Orthodox Christians in the world with dynamism and perspective. Despite the claims of
the opposite, as a result of the eschatological orientation of its life, the Church never
compromised with the presence of evil in all its expressions in the world. Nor did it deny
the reality of pain and death. Nor again did it ignore the ambiguity of human affairs. And
tinally, it never considered the struggle for a more just world as something foreign to its

mission.



Still though, the Church always knew that pain and the cross are not the ultimate
reality. The experiential quintessence of the Christian life is the conviction that, through
the Cross and through the “narrow gate”, we are led to the Resurrection. This faith is
reflected in the fact that the core of church life, the Divine Eucharist, is essentially linked
with the Resurrection of Christ. In the Orthodox tradition, as the late Metropolitan John
of Pergamon emphasizes, the Divine Eucharist “is filled with joy and light ... because it is
not grounded in the Cross and an idealization of passion, but in the Resurrection as the
transcendence of the passion of the Cross”!. The Holy Eucharist transports us to Golgotha
not so that we may remain there, but so that we may be led through the Cross to the ever-
radiant glory of the Kingdom of God. The Orthodox faith is the overcoming of the utopian
salvation "without the Cross" and of the existential shipwreck of the Cross "without the

Resurrection'.

Our participation in the Resurrection of Christ through the sacrament of the
Church is on the one hand a tangible abolition of every utopianism and of the false
paradise promising unimpeded self-indulgence, while at the same time a definitive
transcendence of hopeless self-enslavement in supposed unsurpassable negativity,
because the Cross of Christ gives birth to the Resurrection, to the “endless delight”, to
“the enjoyment of eternal glory”. The annihilation of death through the Cross and
Resurrection of our Savior elevates our life to its divine-human essence and its heavenly

destiny.

In Christ, we know and live that the present life is not our entire life, that our
biological death does not constitute an end or obliteration of our existence. The biological
boundaries of life do not define its truth. After all, the sense that life is an irreversible
“journey toward death” leads to existential impasses, to depression and nihilism, to
indifference for what truly matters in life. Science, and financial or social progress are
unable to offer an essential solution or outlet. Christians are “those who have hope”
(1Thess. 4,13), who expect the coming Kingdom of the Father and Son and Holy Spirit as
a final reality, as the fullness of life and knowledge, as the fulfilment of joy, not only for
the coming generations but for the entire human race from the beginning to the end of

the ages.

! See his Eschatology and History: Works 1: Ecclesiological Studies (Athens: Domos Books,
2016), 498.



This vision of history and eternity, the resurrectional nature of Orthodox faith,
ethos and culture —namely, the unquestionable fact that the great miracle of Truth is only
revealed “to those who venerate the mystery in faith” —is what we are called to witness
today within a civilization that rejects the Transcendent and in the context of manifold

reductions of the spiritual identity of human existence.

We give glory in chant, hymn and spiritual song to the Lord who rose from the
dead and shines eternal life upon all. We participate with joy in “the feast that is common
to all”. And we beseech the all-powerful, all-wise and all-merciful Maker and Redeemer
of all to bring peace to the world and grant all His saving gifts to humankind, so that His
all-honorable and majestic name may be glorified and blessed, now and always and to

the ages of ages. Amen!

At the Phanar, Holy Pascha 2023
+ Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for you all

to the Risen Lord

To be read after the Holy Gospel during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of Holy Pascha.
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tBAPOOAOMAIOX
EAEQ OEOY APXIETIIEKOITOX
KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQY. - NEAY. POMHY
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHY
I[TANTI TQ ITAHPOMATI THY EKKAHXIAY. XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEOX
ITAPA TOY ENAOZQY. ANAXTANTOX XPIXTOY
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Tyuwtartor adeAgol Tepaoxat,

[TooopiAéotata tékva,

POaoavteg, xaoutt Oelq, v mavowotik)v Avaotaotv tov Kupiov, dt' ng
KatnEynOn 16 kpdtog tov Bavdtov kai NvewxOnoav t@ ddapiaiow yéver al TOAaL TOL
[Tapadeioov, amevOUvVopey TAOWY VUV TAOXAAIOUG TQOOQENOELS Kal €ykAaQdiov

£0QTLOV XALQETIOUOV, AVAPOWVTES TO KOOUOXAXQUOOLVOV «XQLOTOG AVvEDTN!».

‘H Cwn ¢ ExkAnolag, €ig 0Aag T&g mMTUXAS NG, doveltal ATIO TV AVEKAGATTOV
Xaav g Avaotaocews. «Ilelgav avaotaoews» HapTLEoLV ot dBAoL twv Ayilwv kal
TV Maptoowv ¢ mioTews, 1 AaTtevTikn kal puotnoakt) éumepla, 1) éEayyeAia tov
EvayyeAilov «€wg éoxdtov g YNg», 1] eVOEREIX KAl 1) TVELHATIKOTIG TV TUOTWY, T)
Buolaotkr) ayamnn kal 1 Katd XoLotov Avaoto@r] avtwy, 1] TEOodoKia VoS KOOUOUV,

EvOa «0 Bavartog ovk otat T, oUte MéVOOG ovTE KQavYN oVTe MOVOG OVK €0Tat €T .

Ev 1) Avaotaoet kai O avtng, T& TAVIA €0EIOKOVTAL €V KIVIJoEL TTEOG TV
teAelwotv Twv €v ) Baoela tov Oeov. AVTH 1) é0XaToA0Y KT OQUT] £D1dE TTAVTOTE €lg
Vv Op00d0E0V EYKOOTULOV HaQTLELaY duvaonoV kal meoomtiknv. ITapd t& Tept Tov

avtiOétov OpuAovEevVa, AOYW TOL €0XATOAOYLKOU TTQOOAVATOALOHOD Th¢ Cwng g, 1

T Amok. xat’, 5.



ExxAnoia moté 0év éovvONKOAOGYNOEV ATIEVAVTL EIC TV TAXQOLOIAV TOV KAKOV £V T
KOOU@ €lG OAAG TAC HOQPAG TOV, D€V AMWONOE TV TOAYUATIKOTITA TOV TTOVOL KAl
00 Bavatov, €V 1yvonoe TV AU@Lonuiay twv avOlowmivwyv moayHATwy, ToTté dév

€0ewpnoe TOV Aywva dU Eva dDIKALOTEQOV KOOHOV AAAOTOLOV TIQOS TIV ATIOOTOANV TNG.

Eyvaoilev 6pwg 6t 6 movog kai 0 otavog dév eivat 1] E0XATI TEAYHATIKOTNG.
‘H puwpatikn mepntovoia e xootiavikne Cwng eivat 1 Pefatdotng ot dik tov
L1avov, dx NG «OTeEVNG TMUANG», 0d1nyoLueOa eig v Avaotaowy. ‘H miotig avt
ATIOTLTIOVTAL €IS TO YEYOVOG OTLO TTLENV TNG EkkANoxoTikTc Cwr)g, 1 Oela Evxapotia,
ovvdéetal oLOWWOWS Ké TV Avaotaoty toL Xplotov. Eig v Opb6-dofov mapadooty,
Omwg toviCet 0 pakapotog MntoomoAitng Iegyapov Twavvng, 11 Ocia Evxaolotia
«elval yeHATN Xae& Kal @c», doTL «dév €xel wg Paon ToOV XTaveov kal pio
eEwavikevon tov mabovg, AAA& TV Avaotaon wg UTépPaocn tov mabovg Tov
Ltavgov»? ‘H Ocia Evxagotia pag petapégel eigc tov T'oAyoBav oxt did va
TIAQAMEIVWUEV EKeEl, AAAA d&x va 0dnynOwpev, dk péoOL TOL XTALEOV, €ig TV
aelpwtov doLav ¢ Baoleiag tov Oeov. 'H Opbddofoc miotig elvat OmépPaocts tng
OVTOTUKNG 0wTNEIAG «XwEls Ltavdv» kal ToL DTAQKTIKOD vavayiov ToL OTavQoL

«xwols Avaotaotv».

‘H petoxn pag eig v Avdotaotv tov XoLotov év t@ pvotnoiw e ExkAnoiag
elvat A’ EVOg EUMEAKTOS KATAQYNOLS KAOE OVTOTIOUOD TV «EDQLXWOWV OdWV» KAl
TV PEVOETIYQAPWY TAQAOEICWV ATIQOOKOTITOL eLdaLHOvViag, &v tavte 0¢ Kal
OQL0TIKY] UTEQPAOIS TOL ATEATIOOS €yKAWPLopoL el v dndev avumépPfAntov
AQVNTIKOTNTA, APOL O LTtavEds ToL XQLOTOL KLVOPOEEL TV AvAoTaotv, TV «XANKTOV
EVPEOCVLVNV», TNG «alwViov dOENG TV AmoAavotv». ‘H ouvvtoif3n) Tov Oavatov dik tov
Ztavgov kal t¢ AvVaoTAoews TOL XLTNEog Aava@éoel v Cwnv pag elig v

OeavOpwTivnv ovolav TN Kkal €lg TOV OLEAVIOV TTEOOQLOHOV THG.

Ev Xotot@ yvweiCopev kal fovpev 6Tt 0 mapwv Plog dév eivat 6An 1 L) pag,
Ot 6 PloAoyikog Oavatog 0év amoteAel TEAOG Kal EKUNOEVIOUOV TG VTTAQEEWS HAG.
Aév 0pllovv Ta ProAoyika 6 g Cwng v &AnBetdv te. 'EE dAAov, 1] aloOnoig 6Tt
N Cwn elval avamotEenTog «moQelar MEOS TOV Odvatov» odnyetl eig LTaRELaKA
AOLEE0DQ, ElG ATIOYVWOLV KAl HNdeVIoUOV, €lg adlagoplay Ok td ovouwdn tov Blov. H

ETUOTNUN, 1] OIKOVOUIKT] Kal KOwwvikny mEoodog, AdLVATOUV VA TQOTPEQOLV

2 «Eoxatodoyia kat lotoplar, Epya A ExkAnciodoyika uedetiuata, ékd. Adpog, ABrva 2016, . 498.
2



ovoxoTkV AVowv kal diéEodov. Ot Xowotavol eivatr ot «€xovtes EATda»?, ol
TEOODOKWVTEG TNV €0Xouévn Vv Baotdeiav tov Tlatpdg kai tov Yiov kal tov Ayiov
[Tvebpatog wg TNV TEAIKNV TOAYHUATIKOTNTA, WG MANQOT)TA Lwng KAl YVWoews, ws
XXQAV TEETATQWHEVT)V, OXL LOVOV OL& TAG ETMEQXOUEVAG YEVEAS, AAAX DX oV TO

avOoWMIVOV YEVOS AT’ AQXNG KAl AXOL TNG OLVTEAEIRG TOV alwvog.

Avtv mv Oéaowv T lotoplag kal ¢ alwvidtnTog, TOV AVACTACIUOV
XQQaKTNoa G miotews, Tov TBouvg kal TOL mMOAlTIopoL Thg OpBodoling, T
adlaxppLoBrnnrov yeyovog 0tt 1o péya Bavua tne AAnOeiag anokaAvmtetal povov
«TOLG TTQOOKLVOLOLV €V THOTEL TO HLOTIELOV», KAAOVEDX VA HAQTUOWHEV OT)LLEQOV €1G
Eva. MOALTIOPOV AMwONoewg ToL YTeQPatikov kal MOWKIAWY OLEEIKVWOEWV THG

TIVEVUATIKTG TAVTOTNTOG TG avOowmivng UTtaEEews.

Ao&alovteg év PaApoig kal DpUvols katl wdals MVEVHATIKALS TOV AVATTAVTA €K
vekQwVv Kal avateidavia maol myv ailwviov Conv Kogov kal petéxovteg ev
AYOAALACTEL TNG «KOWTG TV OAwV mavnyveews», deopueda Tov mMavoBevoug,
Tavooeov kal tavokTiopovog Iomtov kal Avtwtov ToL Mavtog, OTIWG elENVELT) TOV
KOOUOV, Xapilntat dé 1@ yEVveL TV AvOQWTWV MAVTA Td 0wTNnELwdn dworjpata AvTo,
tva bpvntat kat eVAoynTaL 16 mavTipov kal peyadomnpemnég ovoua Tov, vov kat aet kal

el TAvTAg TovG alwvag. Apnv!

davdaolov, Aywov Iaoxa ,pry’
1t 'O KwvotavtivovtdAewg
dLamvEog EOS XoLoTdv Avaotavta

EVXETNG TTAVTWY VHQV.

Avayvwodntw én’ ékkAnolag katd v Ociav Aertovpyiav g é0ptng ToL Ayiov ITaoxa, peta 16
Tepdv EvayyéAov.

3BA. A' ®¢eoo. ', 13.
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 84/2023
Archiepiscopal Encyclical on Great and Holy Pascha
April 16, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Who will roll away the stone for us? (Mark 16:3)
My beloved sisters and brothers in the Risen Lord,

We have finally arrived at the mystery of mysteries, and we approach the Tomb with
the holy Myrrh-bearing Women. With them we ask: “Who will roll away the stone for us?”
The guards have scattered, the garden is empty, and we have brought all our potions and
ointments to complete His anointing for death. But He is the Anointed One — the Christ —
and He has no need of any anointing. He has no need of the stone being rolled away in order
to leave death behind. As the young man said to them when they went inside: “He is risen!

He is not here!” So, then, why was the stone rolled away?

My beloved Christians, the stone is rolled away in every telling of the story, but not
so that the Lord can emerge, but so that we might submerge. The tomb is opened so that we
might enter and die to ourselves — to our egos and selfishness. And then we may say, as is
chanted in the Paschal Liturgy: “Yesterday I was buried with you, O Christ; and today, I
arise by Your Resurrection” (Ode 3). The tomb is our place of transformation. The tomb is
the very center of our hearts, where we can fulfill the ancient saying: “If you die before you

die, then you won’t die when you die.”
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Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, let us not ask “who will roll away the stone for
us?” Let us make the effort to roll it back ourselves! God will send His Angels to help us if
we are struggling. But it is within the tomb of dying to ourselves, and dying to this world,
that we are reborn in the Resurrection. The stone is heavy, laden with our sins and our
heartbreaks, but God forgives all and asks us to do the same. Forgiveness is the power that
lifts the stone and paves our way to love. There is a very real resurrection to be had in this
life, which leads to life everlasting. The arising in our hearts of love, compassion, and mercy
for everyone and everything is the sign that we are truly the children of the Resurrection.
May this Pascha reveal to you this mystery of mysteries — this gateway to eternal life,
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Xowotog Avéortn! Christ is Risen!

7{5 zorys %%fééOB

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOp. ITowr. 84/2023

AgxlemokomIKT €YKUKALOG Vi TO Ayio ITaoxa.
16 Amtoidiov 2023

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaPBeotatoug Tepeig
kal Ataxkovovg, toug Movayxoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat tax MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolag tov 100, ta Hueprjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0AgLy,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvVoeOodoLec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

«Tic anoxvAioer nuiv Tov AiBov;» (Mapiov 16:3).
[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kat adeApeg év Kuplw dvaotavrl,

POaoape 0TO HLOTIOLO TWV HLOTNOIWV Kal TANOLALOVHE HE TAQEN O OTO HVIUELD
Hall pé tig pvogoes. Kat dtepwtwpaote palt tovg: «Tig amokvAioet juiv tov AiBov»; Ot
@UAakeg EEapavioOnkav, 0 KNTog elval ADELOG KAl ELLELS TTQOTPEQOVLLE HDQO KAL AQWHATO
Y va dAelpoupe TOV MOALVTIUNTO vVEKQO. AAAX avtog eivat 6 “Evag 0 1)dn kexolopévog, 6
XoLotog, kal d&v €xeL TNV avaykn Tng OKNG Hag TEoo@opag! Agv xoewdletal Kav va
petakvnOel 0 AlBog yix va Byet amo tov tago. Ouwg 0 dyyeAog €xelvn v MuéQoa eime
OTiC yuvaikeg moL EpOaocav oto pvnuelo: «Ovk €otv wde AAA’ 1yéeOn»! Tote yiati

petakwvnOnke o péyag Aibog;

Ayamnrtol Hov XQLOTIAVOl, OT& YeYovOTa TG avaotaoews 0 AtBog petakivr)Onke Ot
VX ToV davaotavta KOolo AAAX yix épag, Yix va HTTOQETOVE VA OLVAVAOTIOOVUE KL EUELS
nalt tov. O tagog avolée vy va eioéABovpe o0& avtov Bamtoviac Tov avOewmo Tng

apagtiag kat tov éywiopov. Kat ag Ppatovue pallt pé tov PpaApwdo otV maoxaAw
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Aettovpyia: «X0eg ovveOamtouny ool XQLOTE, ovveyelgopal OTJUEQOV AVATTAVTL COL>
(Kavovac tnec Avactacewe, won y’). O tagog etvat 1o Oafwo TG HETANOQPWOEWS pag. O
TAPOG elval TO KEVTEO TNG KAEILAC HaG, OTIOV EKATINEWVETAL TO QNTO TNGS VTITIKNG 00QPiag:

«Av meBavelg motv meBavelg, de O mebavelg Otav meBdvels»!

"Etol, Aowmdv, dyamntot pov adeAgol, ag pr avapwtnovue «Tic amokvAloet fuiv
TOV AlOoVv». Ag Kdvovupe kKdOe TEOOTIADELX YIX VX TOV HETAKLVI)OOVE [E TIG duvapels pag!
O Beog Ba pag Pondnoel otov aywva avtov! Kat va elpaote olyovgol OtL 0tOvV TAPO
O4&Povpe tOV KaKO £avTo pag, OdPouvpe T EyKOOULA, YIX Voo avoayevvnOooue pe TtV
avaotaon tov Xptotov! O AlBog etvat donkwtog éattiag twv OApewv kal TV AUAQTIOV
HAG, AAAX 0 Be0g HAG OVYXWOEL KATA TTAVTA KAl Hag (nTa v EAEovpE TO (D10 Y ToUg
ovvavOpwmovg pac. H ocvyxwonon etvat 1) d0vaun mov petaxivet Tov Ao g apaotiog
KAl OTQWVEL TO QOO TNG AYATNG. AU €EAAAOL elval Kal 1) TOAYHATIKT) AVATTAOT) 0T
Cowm avt), ov 0dnyel otV alwvia Cwr). Ag dvaotnOovv oV Kadlx Hag 1) &yAamn, 1
ovyxwenomn kat 11 @lavlowria yix 6Aovg, kal &g Yyivovpe €tol Yviola TéKva TG
Avaotaoews. Ag yiver avto 1o [Iaoxa yix 6Aovg pag 10 HLUOTHOLO TV HLoTneiwy, 1) TTOAN

TIOG TNV alwvia Cwr) dx Héow toL dvaotavtog Kvptov uwv Tnoov Xoiotov.

Xolotog avéo!

& %@,@ %%fééo%

t 6 Apeoweng EAmtdogpopog



