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March 6, 2022

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America.

Tavteg 0 Vueic doelpoi éote. (karo MatBaiov 23:8)
All of you are brothers and sisters. (Matthew 23:8)

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We find ourselves in deep pain and sorrow of soul over the horror that has ensued
from the invasion of Ukraine. I do not say, “Russia,” because many thousands of the
Russian People are protesting this unprovoked and unreasonable attack at risk to their
own lives and freedom. This attack must be squarely set upon the shoulders of Vladimir
Putin, who is risking global peace for his own selfish political agenda.

We are witnessing an immense tragedy of human suffering: the targeting of
civilians, assassination and terror, and the deaths of innocents, especially children. Yet,
we know that Ukrainians and Russians are children nourished from the same breast.
They are brothers and sisters in Christ. How is it possible that such a fratricide is taking
place on the Holy Ground of Kyivan Rus’? As Orthodox Christians, we ask ourselves:
what can we do? His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew has been
unequivocal:
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...end the war now! Immediately stop any act of violence, anything that spreads
pain and death. Let reason prevail, love for fellow human beings, reconciliation and
solidarity, the light of the Risen Christ, the gift of life. (February 27, 2022)

We join our spirit to the spirit of His All-Holiness and exhort all our Faithful: offer
prayers and tangible support for all the Ukrainian People: those of the Orthodox Church
of Ukraine and those of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church under the Moscow Patriarchate,
those of the Ukrainian Catholic and Jewish communities, and all who find themselves in
the dire circumstances of war.

We are called not only to forgive our enemies, but to love our enemies (Matt. 5:44).
But let us go one step further. Let us see no enemy in any of our brothers and sisters. The
love of Christ can transform us into the one family that will be able to resist evil, and
bring healing to the wounds that our Church is suffering at this very moment. For peace,
my beloved, let us pray to the Lord.

With paternal love in the Lord Jesus Christ,

Ji e Kol

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEIIIXKOIIIKH EI'’KYKAIOX

Ao10. ITowr. 34/2022
AQxlemMIOKOTUKT] £YKUKALOG Y& TV el0BoAN otrv Ovkpavia.
6 Maortiov 2022

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaBeotatoug Tepeig
kat Awaxovovg, tovg Movaxoug kat tic Movaxég, tovg ITpoédpovg kal ta MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvppovAlwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
ITatowxpxetov, Ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepnow kat Antoyevpativa LXoAelx,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvoeO0doLec Opyavwoels kal
O0AOKAN 0 TO XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowpa TS Tepag ApxlemiokoTNG AEeQLKNG.

«Ilavtec O& Dueic adeApoi éote.»
(katd MatBaiov 23:8)

ITooo@iAelg adeA@ol kal adeApeg €v XoLoTw,

[Tovape PBabx kat OAPOpaoTE Wiaitepa amo ) @OIKN oV TEOKAAETE otV Puvxn
uag 1 eloPoAr) otnv Ovkpavia. Aev XONOIHOTIOWW OKOTHHWS TN AéEN “Pwoia”, d1oTL moAAég
XWALdeg Powowv dapaptogoviat YU avty v anmeokAntn kat magdAoyn emiOeorn), pe
kivouvo pdAota g Cwrg kat tng eAevOepotac. H ovyxekouévn emiBeon Pagatvet
QATOKAELOTIKA TOUG WHOLG ToL BAadiunoov Ilovtiv, tov omolov 1 WOTEANC TOALTIKT)

atCévta Oétel o kivOLVO TNV TAYKOOULA ELQTIVT).

I'vopaote kKaOMUEQLVA HAQTLOES HIAS AVEITWTNG TOAYWIIAS avOQWTIVOL TIOVOUL:
otoxomoinon dpaxov mANOvopov, doAopovies, TEOHOS kal anwAeteg Lwwv abwwv
avOowmwv kat wwitepa mawwwv. I'vwollovpe o0tL ot Ovkpavol kat ot Pwoor vreéav
Lk ov avdewOnKav, ToePopeva and to o otiloc. Etval adeAgol kat adeApéc ev

Xowotw. Iwg etvat duvatd va Aappavet xawoa pia tétowax adeAgoktovia otov lepd ToéTo g
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Powotac tov Kiépov; Qg Opbodocol Xpwotiavol, avagwtopaote mepl tov moaktéov. O

[Tavaywtatog Owovpevioc Iatoiapxns BapboAouaios jtav katnyoonuatikog:

“ova tepuatiodn twpa 6 modeuoc! Na otauatnon dusoa kabe npalic piag,
K&O¢ TL IOV oK0pTIAEL TOV TTOVO Karl TOv Odvato. Na érukpatnon 1) Aoyikn, 1 dyann
Tipog TOvV ovvavBpwTio, 1 kataAdayn kal 1) aAAnAeyyovn, 10 pawc Tov Avaoctavtoc

Xptotov, T0 dawpo tnc Cwrne.” (27 deppovapiov 2022)

Me to mvevpa avto tov Iavaywtatov Iatourgxn pag, mov ex@edalet OAovVS pag,
TIQOTOETMOVHE TOVG TIUOTOVG va TEooevxnbovv kat va otnoiéovv éumoakta OAo TOV
oVKEAVIKO AaO: kKat ekelvoug Tov aviikovv otnv Op06doén ExkAnoia e Ovkpaviag kat
exelvoug mov avrkovv otnv ev Ovipavia ducatodooia tov I[Natoiapyelov Mooxag kot Toug
EAANvokaOoAkovs kat avtovg mov avrkouv otig EPpaikéc Kowotnteg kat 6Aovg

aveEalpétwe 0ooL PelokovTal KATw amnod T pokaAéeg ovvOrKes TOv TTOAEUOUL.

KaAovuaote 6xt HOVO va ovyxXweoLpe, aAA& kal va ayamape toug eX0000¢ pag
(Mat0. 5, 44). Ac meoxwEnoovue, OUWGS, Kat éva Pripa mapamdvw. Ag unv BAémovpe tov
ex000 ota mMEoownia Twv adeApwv pac. H ayamn tov Xpwotov etvar og 0éon va
HETAUOQPWOEL TNV VTTAQEN HAG KAL V& Hag petaPdAAel oe pio owkoyévela tov Ba pmopet
VO AVTIOTEKETAL OTO KakO Kat va Oepamevel TG MANYES ov dOKIUALOVV auTH T OTLYUT

Vv ExkAnoia pac. Ag mpooevxnBovue, ayamnrol pov, otov Kopld pag yux tnv elonvn.

Meta g matewkng £v Kvpiw Tnoov Xowotw dyanng,

/{5‘ zors /{}77%/0205

t 6 Apeowng EAmdogpdéoog



