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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Let us give thanks unto the Lord. (The Divine Liturgy)

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

Thanksgiving Day is a wondrous National Holiday that calls Americans to
gather in a spirit of gratitude around their kitchen and dining tables. It is a moment
to take stock of our lives and remind ourselves that we have so much for which to
be grateful. Grateful to one another, and even more so, grateful to God. With all
the food preparations and travels that happen before this fourth Thursday in
November (and we thank all those who set the table for us!), we must also look to
the Author of our lives and give a clear account of our hearts.

Our human lives are the greatest gift that we could ever receive. And
although many go through decades of their lives without so much as a thought to
the gift of their own existence, we can and should heed the words of the Divine
Liturgy: “Let us give thanks unto the Lord.” No Liturgy is complete without this
exhortation, and no Thanksgiving Holiday is complete without an
acknowledgment of God’s gift of our very being and existence.



I know that I am enormously thankful for all of the faithful members of our
Church, because it is through your prayers and your support that our ministry of
God'’s love and care for the world is energized. On this Thanksgiving Day — and
every day — let us give thanks unto the Lord, Who has gifted us with life and the
knowledge of His truth. Happy Thanksgiving to all!

In the love of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Ji s S

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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Agxtemioxomukr] EyxvkAilog yia tnv fjpuéoa twv Evxaglotiwv.
28 NoepPBotov 2024

IToog tovg XePacuwtatovg kal Oeopleotatovg AQxLEQELS, TOUG
EvAafeotatovg Tepelc kat Auxkovoug, tic IlpeoButépeg katl tic Atakoviooeg,
toug Movaxoug kat tic Movaxég, toug ITpoédpoug kat tx MéAN tawv Kowvotikwv
YvppovAiwv, Tovg EvtpoAoywwtdtovg  Apxovteg tov  OKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowapyeiov, ta péAn ¢ Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hueprow kat Amoyevpativa
YxoAela, tic Promtwyxovg AdeAgpotnteg, T NeoAaia, tic ‘EAANVo006d0Eec
Opyavwoelg kal 0AOKANQo 10 Xpwotemwvupo mANowpa ¢ Tepag

AQxlemOKOTING AHLEQLKTG.
«BEvxaplomowpev 1@ Kvolw» (Ocia Aettovpyia).
[Tooo@iAeig adeAol kat adeApeg év XoLotw,

‘H nuéoa twv Evxaplotiwv eivat pia Oavpdoiax €0vikn €00tr) OAwv TV
AUEQIKAVWV, TOL UAG KaAEL VO OLYKEVIQWOOUHE YUPw ATO TO KOLWVO
EVXAQLOTNOLAKO OLKOYEVELAKO TOATIECL e EVYVWHOOUVT) TTEOGS TO Oe0. ATtoteAel
TNV KATAAANAN eVkapla va avadoyioBovpe ) Cown pag, vrtevOvuilovtag otov
EQLTO Hag OTL EXOVE TIOAAX YIX TA OTIOLX OPEIAOVHLE EVYVWHOOUVT), O EVag Yo
TOV dAAOV Kat dlwg mEog 10 Ocd. ‘OAeg avteg Ol MEOETOUAOLES ElTE Yo TV

£00TaOTIKT ToATteCA elte Vi Tax Talda oL O TEAYHUATOTTOU)OOVUE KATX TO



dukotnua mEtv amo v Iléuntn g tetdotng €Bdouadog tov NoeuPpiov
(evxapLOoTOLUE OAOVG AVTOVG TIOV ETOLUALOVV TO £0QTAOTIKO TOATIECL YL ELLAC),
QG U1 HAG EUTTOdIOOVV ATIO TO VA OTQAPOVLE TIQOG TO ONULOVEYO TG Cwng Hag
TIEOOPEQOVTAGS TOL EVXAQLOTIA ATIO Tx BAON TS KAEdIAG pag.

‘H dux 1) Cwr) pag eivat 1o peyaAvtego dweo tov Ocov. Kat av doretot
Covv dexaeTieg XwEIS va kaBOAoL var TO0 oke@OOLV Kal V& eVUXAQLOTIIOOLY TO
B0 YIx aVTO TO HEYLOTO dDWEO TNG OXG TNG VTAQEEWS TOVG, EHEIS UTTOQOVUE
Kat  o@peldovpe va  mEooéfovpe Tt Adywr g BOelag  Aertovyiag:
«BEuxaplomowpev T Kvplw»! H Oeia Aettovgyla dev elvat TANONG Xwols avt)
TIV IEOTEOTY), OTtwG Kal 1 fuéea twv Evxaplotiwv d&v eivat mA1)ong Xxwols v
avoryvwelon g g g VTAREewS Hag ws dwov Beov.

Efpat éEapetia eDyvwpwv yYix 0Aovg é0ag, Ttovg Tiotovg g ExkAnoiag
HAG, DLOTL YE TIG TMOOOEVXEG Kal TV VTTOOTNELEN 0aC KAVeTE VA CwvTaveVEL 1)
duxkovia ™G dyamng tov Geov ywx TOV KOOHO. AvT TV TNUéQA TV
Evxaplotiwv, aAAa kal k&Oe Npéoa g Cwng Hag, &G eLXAQLOTIIOOVHE TO B0
Yix 0 dwo ¢ Cwng Kal TG Yvwoews ¢ dAnOelag tov. Xag evxouot pio

evAoyNUévT Nuéoa Twv Evxaplotiwv!
Meta matowng ayamnng év Kvpiw Tnoov Xpwoto,
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