GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAZX IEPZEHE

New York Abortion Law

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan
Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and
Students of the Catechetical and Greek Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all
Youth Organizations, and all devout Orthodox Christians of the Greek Orthodox
Communities of our Holy Metropolis of New Jersey

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I set you apart” (Jer. 1:5)

My Beloved in the Lord,

This week the New York legislature, together with the support of the Governor of State
of New York, voted and regretfully approved a revision to their abortion statutes which would
allow for abortions to take place even up to the end of the term of pregnancy. This new law was
passed under the guise of aiding women’s health and defending women’s rights, however, it
constitutes nothing short of an expansion of state-sanctioned murder. I, as your Metropolitan,
and I am sure all of you, condemn these actions of the State of New York in the strongest terms.
One may ask, but that’s in New York? Yes, however, who and what is to stop such a law from
being enacted in New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, in other words, our
Metropolis, and eventually the rest of the Country?

Our Orthodox faith has always maintained that life, in all its forms and at every stage, is
sacred. As Orthodox Christians, we believe that from the very moment of conception, we have
a soul and we are, thus, human persons. This is evident in Scripture when we hear the words of
the Prophet Isaiah, “Before I was born the Lord called me; from my mother’s womb he has
spoken my name” (Is. 49:1) and those of the Evangelist Luke, “When Elizabeth heard Mary'’s
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit” (Lk. 1:41).
This child leaping in the womb, of whom the Evangelist speaks, is St. John the Baptist.
Furthermore, we see the Archangel Gabriel appearing to Elizabeth’s husband, Zechariah,
months before and announcing the news of John’s conception, “He will be a joy and delight to
you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He
is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even
before he is born” (Lk. 1:14-15). The Holy Fathers of the Church attest that when a child is
conceived it received a soul. One example of this is St. Irenaeus of Lyons when he says, “But, as
each one of us receives his body through the skillful working of God, so does he also possess his
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soul. For God is not so poor or destitute in resources, that He cannot confer its own proper soul
on each individual body, even as He gives it also its special character” (Against Heresies, Book
II, Chapter 33).

Our Orthodox theology of personhood is rich in expressing the reasons for which life is
sacred and precious. Principally, it is because we are all made in the image and likeness of God.
Each person is endowed by God with a purpose, talents, abilities, and gifts to share with the
world and with their Creator. The purposeful destruction of this image is nothing short of an
affront to God and this is precisely because God is the Author of Life, not death. Personhood is
a gift of which no person has the right to deprive another because we have received and are
participants in the personhood of our Creator, acknowledging that our individuality is not
entirely our own. This is why the Church stands opposed to any life being taken from another
including through abortion, war, and the death penalty.

The New York State Legislature and the Governor of New York have sought to shed a
different light on this new law. They seek to make this an issue of reproductive rights. If this
were true, however, they would acknowledge that both male and female fetuses develop
reproductive organs at two months in the womb and female fetuses have fully developed
reproductive organs at five months. Where are their reproductive rights? Even so, their
argument about reproductive rights is egregious since no mention is given to human rights, the
rights of the child. Furthermore, they seek to make this an issue of the health of the mother. In
the tradition of the Church, it has been recognized that if the life of the mother is in danger and
the only solution was an involuntary abortion, that it was a lamentable, but an unavoidable and
regrettable action. However, the language of the new law is purposefully ambiguous so that
doctors and non-doctors alike who wish to perform these abortions can perform an abortion if
they determine it constitutes a “health risk”, without the law ever clarifying what constitutes a
“health risk”.

In reality, this is not an issue about rights, for if it were, all individuals would be
considered, both those outside and inside the womb. This is not an issue about health since, if it
had been, due diligence would have been taken to define and clarify terms. This is a moral issue
about who constitutes a person; a topic of debate this country has encountered far too many
times. This is about the fundamental belief that each being has intrinsic value. This is about our
basic human character.

My beloved brothers, sisters and children in the Lord, St. Paul tells us, “Our struggle is
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers
of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph. 6:12).
Even as we witness these abhorrent acts in a society that has become apathetic to this issue, we
must remain faithful to the teachings of the Church. We must proclaim the truth of Christ.



Finally, we must stand firmly in support of life for all people both born and in the womb. It is
my sincerest hope that you will reflect upon these words and upon the teachings of the Orthodox
Church honestly and prayerfully. Furthermore, let us all pray for the souls of the millions of
children aborted every year and pray that loving Father in Heaven enlightens the minds of those
who perpetuate this human crisis, and may we, the Orthodox Christians remain firm in our
Holy Orthodox Faith and vigilant so that we may deal with any ungodly and unholy Bills which
may be introduced by our State and U.S. Representatives, and which could affect LIFE, our life,
our children’s lives, both born and unborn, and most certainly, our relationship with the Source
of Life, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who offered His Life so that we and ALL
may LIVE.

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

/ bl fo ool

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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[Toog tov evAaBéotatov Tepov KAnpov,

Tovc Evtipotdatovg Apxovtag tov Otkovpevikov Iatouxpyeiov,

Ta "Evtipa MéAn tov MntoomoAttikov ZvpBovAtov,

Tovc TTpoédpoug kal Tt MéAN twv ExkAnowotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Tac ITpoédooug katl 1 MéAN twv Plomtwxwv AdeAgotrtwy,

Tovg dwvaokovtag kal dwwaokopévoug twv Katnxntikwv kat EAANvikwov ZxoAeiwv,

Tac Opyavwoelg e NeoAaiag kal anav 10 XQUOTEMWVLHOV TANQWHA TWV €VOERWV
0Op0006Ewv Xolotiavav ¢ Tepag MntpomoAews Néag Tepoénc.

«IIpo Tov pe mAaoal o€ év koidiq émioTapal o€ kai TPO TOV o€ EEEAOElV €k unTpaG Nyiakd ce»
(Tepep. 1,5)

Metd@oaon: «Xé yvwpiCw mMoAD kadd, Tpiv akoun o€ mAdow wg EuPpvov eic TNV KotAiav T1jg
UNTPOG oov kol mpiv yevvnOng, oé kaOiépwoa eig vTnpeciav Tov épyov pov»

Avyamnrol pov &deA@ol,

Trv mepaopévn €Bdoudda, 16 NopoOetikd Zopa ¢ IToArtelag e Néag Yookng, pé v
vrtootretén tov KuPepvntov g IoAwtelag, vepPnpioe kat dvotuxwe évékpve v dvabewenon
oL loxVoVvTog NOHOU eQl AUPAWTEWY, ETUTQEMOVTAG EQEENG TV DAKOTIV TG €YKUHOOUVNG HEXOL
Kal 16 TeAKO 0TAdLoV, dNAAdY) HéXOL KAl TV OTLYUn TS YEVVNOewS kaOe matdloy, Katd tov évato
unva. O véoc avtog Nopog évekolOn pév pé 1o meodoxnua 0Tt TEooTATEVETAL 1) VYEIX TWV YUVALKWV
KAl T& OIKALWOUATA TOVS, 0TV TOAYUATIKOTNTA OHWwS &TtoTeAel EekAOAQ0 «@dVvOo», kal paAloTa pé
tig evAoYieg Tov Nouov.

QOc 6 MntoomoAitng katl ITvevpatikde oag Iatépag katadwkalw amegipoacta avTYV TV
dtafoAwr) dmdpaon pé 6AN v dvvaun ¢ Puxnc kal TG vmaEfewc pov, kal eipat PéPatog dtL
EKPEALw Katl OA0 TO TTOLUVLO HOV.

Bd UToEOLOE KATOLOG V& LoXLELOTEL OTL avTd O& toxVel povo ot)v Néa Yookn. Tows. Avtod
Opwe dév pag éEaapaliCet dti, 0 katdnTvoTog avTOs NOpog dév O& vioOetnOet kal Ao Tig VtOAoLTES
[ToAtteieg mov Bolokovrat évtog Twv Oplwv g kadMuac Teoac MntoomdAews, dnAadny v Néa
Teooén, t6 NtéAayovep, ™V IlevvovABdavia, 0 MéguAavt kal v Botlivia, kal otadakd oé
O0AOKANEN TV Xwoa pag.

Loppova pé v Og00do&n dwaokalia 1) dvOowmivr Cwn, o€ k&Oe pooen Katl otddio, eltvat
tegn). Q¢ Opbvddofol Xototiavol motevovpe 6Tl ATO TNV OTLYUN TG CLAANYewS ToL Eupevov,
Aappavovpe v abavatn Ppuxr kai kadovpaote «avOowmow. H Toagn etvat Eexabaon péoa amo
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To0¢ Adyoug tov ITgopnrtov Hoalov: «éxk kotdiag untpoc pov éxadeoe 16 dvoud pov» (Ho. 49:1) kal
amd ToUg Adyoug toL EvayyeAlotov Aovka: «kai éyéveto wc rjikovoev 1 EAlodfet 10V domtaouov tng
Mapiac, éokiptnoe 10 Bpépoc év t1 kotAia avtne: kai énAnoOn [vevuatoc ‘Ayiov 11’ EAtcaBet» (Aovk.
1:41). T maudt mov «Eokigtmoe» péoa otmv koia ¢ EAwoafet dév eivat dAAog amd tov Ayio
Towdvvn tov ITpodoopo. Axoun, otd katd Aovkav EvayyéAo duxfalovpe yix v éu@dvion Tov
ApxayyéAov I'affomA otov ovluyo g EAoaBert, OV Zaxagia, dvakolvVvovtag Tov Td véa yik
TOV €0XOHO ToU Twavvn: «kai éotal xyapd oot kai dyaddiacic, kai moAdol éni ) yevvnoer avtov
xapnoovtat. éotat yap uéyac évaomov tov Kvpiov, kai oivov kai oixepa ov un min kai Ivevuatog
Ayiov mAnoOnoetar €tr éx kotdiag untpoc avtov» (Aovk. 1:14-15). Ot Oeogpopot Ilatégec g
ExxkAnolac pag émBePatwvovv ot 1) dvOowmivn Ppuxn éykablotatar katd TV OTLYHNV TG
LuAApewe. T'd mapdderypa, 6 Ayiog Eipnvaiog Entiokomog Aovydovvov (Avav) yodeet «AAN @¢
eic &xaotoc Nuwv idov cwpa Aaupavet, ovtw xal idiav Exet poxnv. O yap ntwxoc, ovdé dmopoc 0
Ocdc, wote un évi éxaotw copatt idiav kexapioOar Ppvxnv, kabarnep kai diov xapaxtnpa.» (Kata
Aipéoewv, BipA. I, xep. 33) dONAadn pag Aéyet 6t 6 Oedg xapilet v Puvxn, 10 ocwpa Kal TOvV
XXQAKTNOA KATA THV OTUYHT] THS dNUovoyiag Tov &vOewov, mov dév elvat 1) oTryur] Th¢ YEvvnong
AAAG TG CVAANYNC.

H '0000d0&oc BeoAoyia mepl TOL AVOQWTIVOL TMEOCWTOL TEQLYQAPEL EMAKQBWS TOVG
Adyouvg duk tovg omolovg 1 dvOpwmivn Cwr) etvar tepn kat dvextipntn. I[Towtov, ddtL Aol ol
avOowmot elpaote MAaopévol «kat'eikova kal xaO’ouoiwov tov BOcov». Lé kabe avOowmo
avefaétweg €xet d00el amo tov Oed évag okomog VTAELews, kabwg émiong kal taAévia,
xaolopata, katl avaplOunta Oela dwoa wote avtd v d&lomomBovv Eog ddOEav Beov Kkal TEOg
w@éAeiav e Puxne tov. H énl tovtov kataotooen g Oelag avtng elkdvog AmoteAel v
vTtépTatn MEOOPOAN ToL Beov Kal TovTo dOTL 6 Bedg eival 6 AnuovEyog g Cwng Kat dxL Tov
Bavdrov. To dweo ¢ Cwng éxet do0el oToV dvOpwmo Kat mnydlet &md v pnovn mnyn e Cwng,
7oV etvat 6 Oedg, avayvwollovtag TaQdAANAa 6Tt dév elpaote dveEAQTNTOL Kol KEXWOLOUEVOL ATLO
Exetvov katl 0t 1) Cwn pag avikel povov oé Exetvov. Kavévag Aowmov dév €xel 10 dikalwpa va
0TEENOELAVTO TO dWEO ATO kKavévav. Qg €k tovtov, 1] Op06d0Eoc ExkAnoia eivat dvtiOetn o€ k&Oe
pHooen) Puxiag agmayng g avOowmivne Cwng, &ite dk TV EKTEWOEWV, TOU TOAELOL, ThG
Bavatikng katadikng 1) dTtolg AAANG po@rc.

T6 NopoOetikd Zopa g IMoAteiag g Néag Yookng kat 6 Kvpeovrng e Néag Yookng
ano@doioav va dovv 10 Nopo mepl dpPATews DO dlaoEeTKd OMTikd TEloua. [Tpoomtabovv va
O Avaydyovv oé (T TEOOTACIAG TWV DIKALWHATWYV TteQl dvamagaywyns. ITagaBAémovv Spwg
0 Yeyovog Ot 10 avOowruvo EuPovo  (dpoevikd kal OnAvkd) dvamtvooel T doyava
avanagaywyns HOALS otovg dVo prveg &md v oVAANYT, évw 16 ONAvko éupovo Exel mMANowWS
avantoéel avtd T Ooyava OTOV TEUTTO HOAS pnva. Iatl Aowmov dév pag dmaoxoAovv ta
DUIKALWUATA AVATIAQAYWYTS AVTWV TV EUPBELWYV TOV eivatl OAoKANowHévoL dvOpwmor, AkOun, Té
Emelxnonuata mov MEOPAAOLV TEQL TMEOOTATIAS TWV DIKALWHATWY TNG HUNTEQAS elval avioxvoa
a@poL movBeva dév yivetat AdYog TeQL MEOOTATIAS TWV JKALWHATWY TOV A0V Kal daItéws
oL ayévvnrtov! Mé Atya Adywr, mooomtabovv va «OTeQAOTIOTOUV» Kal V& «TTQOOTATEVTOLV» THV
vyela TG PNTé0ag AdXoQ@VTAG Y&k TV Vyela Tov madiov. Edw meémel v onpetwoovpe Ot 1)
ExxkAnoia pag, povov kat'oikovopiav kal pé pneydAn ovuvtopr) Kadixg, Hmogel va ETutoéyn tov
AKOVOL0 TEQUATIOUO TG KUNONG, HOVOV OTav OLVTEEXOLV AGYOL DYelag Yk TV UNTéQa, oy HToQel
va& v 6dnynoovv otov Oavato. Ouwe, 6 émaioxvvtog avtog Nopog, €ml Tovtov XQNOHOTOoLEL
aoaen kal duipoovueVH YAWOOoX WOTe OTTOLOOONTOTE YIATOOG 1) U1}, V& UTtoQEL VA& daTtod el avTo



0 EykAnua pé Tic «eLAoyiec» tov NoOpov kal xwols kapia mowikr) e0OVVN, XWOIlG K&V va&
Eexabapilel molog NNtav 6 Adyog, AAAG kal oldg 0 «kivOLVOG» Yid TV Uyela THG UnNTéQac.

LTV TOAYHUATIKOTNTA, avTO D€V elvatl Oéua mepl AvOQwTivwy dikalwpdTwy, 01tws Pevdag
Kal magavopws kaAettatl, dotL &v 1ntav tétolo, t0te 0d agpooovoe BAovg ToUg &vOEWTOVE, EVTOg
Kal €ktog ¢ puntoac. Aév eivar Oéua mpootaciag g Vyelag dOTL TOTe O& elxe dmooagnvioTel
ETaKQIPWE 1] VOLIKT 000A0Yia kaBwg kat ol mapdyovteg moL KaBlotovy v Dyela TG UNTéQag «oé
KkivOuvor. Avtifétws, avtd amoteAel 0o Oéua wg mEAS TO OLOC TeEAKd TLVIOTA TOV «AVOQWTO»
oVppwva pé tov Nopo. AmoteAel OepeAdes Oéua we mEog v «a&lo» Tov avOewToL Kal g
Puxnc tov. PAéyovta Oéuata mov anaoxoAovv v Kowvwvia pag, ot omota €oyetat kaOnpeova
AVTIHETWTT, XWOIS V& UmoQet va dwaoet amavtrjoels. Etot, 16 kakd duxiwviCetal.

Avyamnrtol pov adeA@ol, 6 AmdotoAog ITavAOg pag Aéyel OtL «0TL 00K E0TIv UiV 1) TdAn TTpog
alua kai oapka, AAAG TPoc Tac dpxac, mpoc Tac éovaiac, TPOC TOVG KOO UOKPATOPAC TOD 0KOTOVG
TOD Al@wVog TOVTOV, TTPOGC Td TIVEVUATIKG TNG Tovnplac év toic émovpavioic» (Epeaiove 6:12). Epelg, ot
0Op006dofot Xptotiavot opeidovpe va magapeivovpe motol kal d@oolwpévol otd BEANUa Tov Oeov
kal v dwaockaAia ¢ ExkAnolac pag, évavtia otv ékkoopikevpuévn Kowvwvia pag, 1) émola pé
andBela mapakoAovOel T yeyovota katl v eldexOn avt kat dwxfoAwn andpaot. Ogeilovpe
AoLtoV Vv dixtpavvovpe v aAn0eiax tod Xolotov meodg aoca katevOLVON Kat pé kaOe kOoTOC.

KAetvovtag, oag magakaA® va otabovue Oeopol VTTOOTNEKTES Kal mTEOoTATES TG Cwng Yk
OAovg ToUg &dvOpWTOoLE, AKOUN KAl Y& €kelvoug oL dév €xovpe del, Apov Polokovtal péoa ota
omAdxva ¢ untépag tove. Eipat BéPatog 6t O okepOeite kat O& ovAAoyoOelte T Adylax OV
oag éyoapa pé Pabv movo Puxng, otnEWopeVog povov eig 10 EvayyéAlov tov Xolotov katl v
dwaokaAia twv I[Matépwv pag. Ag mpooevxnovpe 6AoL Y& TV avdmtavon TV aBwwv Puxwv TV
EKATOPHLEIWY AWV 1oL mebaivouy kabnuegvd dik twv éxtowoewv kal elBe 6 Kvplog g
Ayamng v& ewTiCn v didvola €kelvwv ov mEokaAovy kat dixtwviCovv avTv TV «dvOowmTivn
kolonp». Ag magapetvovpe d¢ motol otr)v Og00d0Eo pag mio), kal V& €émayQumVvovue TAVTOTE
@OTE VA HUTOQOVHE VA AvTipetwnioovue kdOe eidovg amdvOowmnng, aviOwkne kal dxfoAtkng
ATIOPAOEWS EKEVWV OV HAS KUBEQVODV KaTd TO AvOowmivov. N& movpe OxL 0é k&Oe amopaon
évavtia oty avOowmivny Cwr), ™V Cwr) ™V dik Hag Kal TV MoV Hag, YEVVNHEVWVY Kal
ayevvitwy, kal €ToL va dlatnerjoovpe &QONKTO TOV deopo Kal TV oxéon pag pé v povnv ITnynv
¢ Zwng, 1ov Kvgov fuwv Tnoovv Xowotdv, O Onotog £dwoe v ducry Tov Cwn) ote vd Crjoovpe
EuelG.

Meta MOAANGC TATEIKTG AYATNG KAl evXWV,

O MHTPOIIOAITHXZ
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