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“To You, our Champion Leader, we, Your City, ascribe hymns of victory and
thanksgiving, for having been delivered from calamities, O Theotokos!”

This year marks fourteen hundred years since, in honour of the Theotokos, the
Kontakion now universally known as the “Akathist Hymn” was solemnly chanted in
church, with all the faithful standing. It is an exalted and triumphant poem which, with
singular richness and elegance of expression, refers both historically and theologically to
the divine economy of the Incarnation and to the unique role of the All-Pure Mother of
God within it.

Through this Kontakion, the faithful at prayer reverently greet the Panaghia with
the repeated echo of the first salutation addressed by the Archangel Gabriel, herald of
grace and joy, to the one full of grace: the word “Rejoice.” Through this word, the
“mystery hidden from all ages” is made manifest, and “the sum of our salvation” is
brought to fulfilment. The repetition in this hymn of the word “Rejoice” one hundred and

forty-four times in address to the All-Blessed Virgin clearly bears a mystical meaning. It



recalls the one hundred and forty-four thousand pure saints of the Revelation, who sing
the “new song” with their harps before the throne of God and “follow the Lamb wherever
He goes.”! As the people of God are purified in both life and doctrine, wholly devoted to
the incarnate Word of God and indissolubly united with Him, they hymn the saving
divine economy and at the same time salute, in songs of praise and sacred melody, the
All-Glorious Mother of the Lord and Mother of the Church, as well as her mighty
protection over the Church’s devout flock.

The opening of the Kontakion, its Prooimion (prelude), was originally the well-
known hymn, “Having mystically received the command in knowledge...,” which refers
exclusively to the Annunciation of the Theotokos. This shows that the entire hymn
properly belongs to that great feast, for which, even to this day, the whole service of the
Salutations forms a beautiful and richly flowered crown of forefeast and afterfeast. In the
course of time, a new introductory hymn became established — “To you, our Champion
Leader, we ascribe hymns of victory” — in order to express the grateful thanksgiving of
the people to her “through whom trophies are raised” and “through whom enemies are
overthrown.”

The salvation of the City and of the whole Empire from the terrible assault of the
Avars and the Persians, during the absence of Emperor Heraclius and his army, who were
far away striving to recover the precious Cross of Christ, was rightly attributed to the
mighty protection and help of the Most Holy Theotokos, to whom the founder, Equal-to-
the-Apostles Emperor Constantine the Great, had reverently dedicated New Rome.
Receiving the unceasing and anguished supplication of clergy and people from the
depths of their hearts, the Mother of God not only strengthened the resolve of the few
defenders, but also wrought a great miracle: by the swirling of storm winds she brought
about the total destruction of the besiegers’ fleet, after which they were driven into
disorderly flight, and thus the City was saved. Rightly, therefore, “having been delivered
from calamities,” the City of the Theotokos inscribed its hymns of victory to the Panaghia,
whom it thenceforth named its “Champion Leader,” and as such it called upon her again
and again throughout the turbulent history of Orthodoxy, each time tasting sweetly her
love and her mighty protection.

The historic Church of Blachernae, where, according to ancient tradition, an all-

night vigil was celebrated each week in honour of the Mother of God, often in the

Rev. 14:1-5.



presence of the Emperor, received on the night of 7 August 626 the crowds of the God-
fearing people who had been saved. Deeply moved and with tears of gratitude, they
offered her veneration and chanted the Kontakion with its new prooimion, as fitting
thanksgiving and a debt of glorification to God and to her who, in the words of Saint
Andrew of Crete, “holds the second place after the Trinity”? — the Deliverer and
Protectress of the City and of the whole realm.

From that hour, the “Akathist Hymn” — this radiant masterpiece of ecclesiastical
poetry, this incomparable monument of the Greek language and most intricately woven
work of art of God-inspired theology — became the most beloved hymn of our liturgical
life, the Christians’ sweetest delight. Long ago, it was translated into many languages.
Bishops and priests chant it with compunction. Monastics recite it daily, and the faithful
often throughout the year. Theologians analyze its lofty dogmatic ascents. Scholars of
language and literature plunge into the beautiful depths of its expressive refinement and
poetic grandeur. Poets and painters draw inspiration from its luminous lyrical images.
Iconographers depict lovely scenes from its abundant content. Masters of ecclesiastical
music clothe it in elaborate sacred melodies. Yet the “Akathist Hymn” always remains,
above all, the God-befitting prayer of the Church — the voice of the devout heart of
Christians, at once glorification, thanksgiving, supplication, and entreaty to Him who
“for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man”; and at the same time, an appeal to her who
possesses maternal boldness before God and who, in manifold ways and at all times,
abundantly bestows her mighty help and protection upon the devout Orthodox faithful.

The Akathist Hymn calls every believer to vigilance, to remain upright and
steadfast, in humility and prayer, before the great challenges of our age, in these grievous
days of upheaval and war through which humanity is now passing. Let us pray fervently
that the Mother of the “Peace of God,” moved by the prayerful offering of her “Akathist
Hymn” by all the faithful in compunction and reverence, may once again act as
“Champion Leader” of all who are wronged and endangered, and as the mighty
Protection of the children of the Church throughout the world, granting to the human

race the true Peace of her Son, that peace “which surpasses all understanding.”?

On the 27 day of the month of March 2026 A.D.

?Theotokion, Plagal First Tone, Sunday Vespers.
3Phil. 4:7.



Indiction 111

Bartholomew of Constantinople

supplicant in Christ

+ Emmanuel of Chalcedon, supplicant in Christ
+ Ambrosios of Karpathos and Kasos, supplicant in Christ
+ Apostolos of Miletus, supplicant in Christ

+ Joseph of Proikonnesos, supplicant in Christ

+ Meliton of Philadelphia, supplicant in Christ

+ Athanasios of Koloneia, supplicant in Christ
+ Theoleptos of Iconium, supplicant in Christ

+ Joseph of Buenos Aires, supplicant in Christ

+ Cleopas of Sweden and All Scandinavia, supplicant in Christ
+ Kyrillos of Imbros and Tenedos, supplicant in Christ

+ Constantine of Denver, supplicant in Christ

+ Grigorios of Ankara, supplicant in Christ
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«Tp Ymegpaxw XLroatny® Ta VIKNTAOWK, S AvTowOeloa TV devay,
evxaLOTNOX &dvaypdpw Lol 1 IToA Zov, Oeotoxe!».

Epétoc ovunAnowvovtat xidiax tetoakdoa €tn aeotov EPAaAn EmoTuws otV
EKKAN Ol TEOG TuT) TG OcoTdKOV, KAl HAALOTA 000wV IoTAHéVWY OAWY TV TOTWV
avto 1o Kovtakio mob onpega eival maykoivws yvwoto ws 0 «AxkdOiotog “Yuvoc»,
noinua VYNANG mowtTag kat dBvEAUPIKO, TO OmOolo OToQKA Kal OeoAoyka
ava@épetal Hué Eva Hovadiko AoUTo KaAALEelag ot évoapkn Oeia Otkovopia kat
ot povadikr) ovuPoAn g IHavaxoavtov Oeourtogog o avtv.

M¢ 10 Kovtaxio avto ol mQooevXOHeVoL TOTOL XAIRETICOVY pE eVTEPeL TNV
[Mavayia pe dAAAeTIAANAEC EmavaAn|Pels TNG MEWTNG TEOTPWVTOTS IOV EKAVE TIOOG
v Kexaortwpévn 0 Agxayyedog I'afomA, evayyeAllopevog T XAQN Kal T X4,
S AEENG, dINAadY, «Xalpe», e TNV OTIOL PAVEQWVETAL TO «ATT ALWVOS HVOTIOLOV»
KL OUYKQOTELTAL TNG «OwTnEiag Nuwv 10 kepaAatov». H énavaAnn tov «Xalge»
otov Vuvo avto meog v Happakdowoto ITagBévo v ékatov oagavta T€ooeQELS
(POQEC EXEL MEOPAVWS HLOTIKT Evvola. TTapaméumel OTiG EKATOV CAQAVTA TEOTEQELS
XALAdEG TV ayvwv ekelvaov Ayilwv g AmokaAvews, mov ddovv ué koo TV
«Kavnv wdnv» EvwTiov tob Opdvov ToL Oeo Kkat «dkoAovBovv t0 Agviov Omov katl
av myatverl. O Aaog tov Oeov pévoviag ayvog oto 10og kal 0to doyua,

1 Amok. 14, 1-5.



APOTIWHEVOS HEXOL TEAOVG O0TOV TapkwOévTa Oeo AdYo, kal Evwuévog agonKTa e
Exetvov, Opvel v owtnowwdn Ocia Otkovopia Kal Tavtoxovws XXIeTICeL pe wdEg
AOUATWV HOLOOLEYIKWVY TNV Y7epevdoln Mntépa tov Kuvpiov kat Mntéoa Tng
ExxAnoiag, v kpatawx mpootacia €ketvng Kat ToL TANEWHATOS TNG!

‘H Eloaywyr) tov Kovtakiov, to Ilgootuio tov, nrav €€ doxns to yvwoto «To
TMEOOTAXOEV HLOTIKWS AAPWV €V YVWOEL...», TO OTIOLO AVAPEQETAL ATIOKAELOTIKX OTOV
EvayyeAlopo mg Ocotokov, 10 Omolo @avepwvel 0Tt 0 6Aog DUVOS TTEOo LA eL 0T
HEYAAN avtn) €0QTr), TNG OTolag kal onpeoa akopa 1) 6An AxoAovOila T@v
«XAQETIOUWV» ATtOTEAEL EVa OHOQPO KAl e wEaior AOVAOVDL OTOALTHEVO TIQOEOQTLO
Kal pedéopto otedavi. Lty mopela kabepwbnke véog eloaywykog Dpvog, to «TT)
Yreoudxw LToatnyQ T VIKNTNQLO», TEOKELUEVOL VO EKPOAOTELT) EVYVWHOOVVT] TOV
Aoov 1eog ‘Exetvr, «dL' 1)¢ éyelpovtal TeoTaa», «dt 1) €x0pol katarintovot!».

‘H owmpoela ¢ IMoAews kal ¢ 0AnNg Avtokoatoolag amo 1) dewvry X0k
érudpout] Apdowv kat Ilegowv v woa moL anovotale 6 Avtokpdtooag HedkAegiog
HE TO OTOATO TOL AYWVILOHEVOS HAKQOLX YIX TNV €mavakTnon toL Tipiov Ztavgov tov
Xototov, dmoddOnke dikaiwg otV kKeatalx pootaoia kat ) BorOeta ¢ Yrepaylag
Ocotokov, oty Onola 6 ktitogag ToantdotoAoc Baoiréag Méyag Kwvotavtivog eixe
ue evoéPex aplepwoet ) Néa Poun. ‘H Ocountwe dexopevn ) dénomn kAnoov katl
Aoov, 1) OTola TEOEEXOTAV ATIO KAQIIAGS KALT)TAV ADIAAELTIT KAl &Y WVLWONG, OXL LOVO
AVATITEQWOE TO PEOVIUA TV OALYwV UTTEQAOTILOTWV, AAAX KAl Ekave Kal éva pLeyaAo
Oavpa, TNV OAOKANQWTIKT] KATAOTQEOET TOU OTOAOL TV TOALOQKNTWV HE THV
Eueavnon OLEAAWDdWV AVEUWY, HETA TNV OTIOla EKELVOL TQATINKAV 08 ATAKTN QUYN
kat étot owwonke 1) ITOAN. Akaiws, Aomtdv, «wg AvtewOetoa Twv detvav», 1) TTOAN g
BeotdkoL AMEdWOE T Vikn otV [avaryla, v omola o tdte katl 0To £ENG OVOUAOE
«Ymépuaxo Lrtoatnyd» TnG, kal HE avTy NG TNV WWOTNTA TOAAEC (POEES TV
ETUKAAEOTNKE KATX TV TIOAVKUavTn totogla tov T'évoug katl éAafe kabe @opa
YAVKLX TTELQA TNG AYATNG Kal TS kpataag Yxkémng Tng!

O otopkog Naog twv BAaxepvav, 6Tov katd magadoon maAaix €TeAELTO
kaOe £Bdoudda tepr) Ayoumvia mTQEOG TN NG GLOUNTOQOS, OLXVA KAl ME
AVTOKQATOQIKT] TAQOLOL, KaTa T vOxTa TG 77 AvyovoTtov 626 déxOnke tax AN 0N
TO0 dOxOwOEVTOG AaOL MOV OLVEQEELVOAV [E OLYKIVNON TIOAAT] Kal pe dakQua
EVYVWHOOVVNG «ATIOVEHOVTA AUTI) TV TTQOOKUVTOWV» Kat PpdAAovtag 1o Kovtakio pe
1O VEO TTAEOV TTQOOLILLO, WG OPEIAOHIEVT] ELXAQLOTIA KAl XQEWOTIKT) DOEOAOY X TTEOG TOV
O¢e0 kal MEOG TNV «txx devtepeia TG Tokdog €xovoav»?, katd T1) povoa ToL Ayiov
Avdpéa Konng, v EAevOepwtola kat Lwtepa g IToAewc kat tov 0Aov kpatoug!

ATO €kelvn TV @oa, 6 «AkdOiotog “YUVOC», TO TEQIAAUTEO AQLOTOTEX VA
AaUTO TG EKKANOLXOTIKNG TOINONG, TO ACVYKQLTO UVNHELD TOU EAANVIKOD AGYOUL Kal
xovoomAokwtato Téxvnua Oedmvevotng OeoAoylag, katéotn O TAéov dNUOPIATS

2 @eotokago, 'Hyog mA. a’, 10 éomépag tc Kvouakng.



buvog g AettovQyikng pag Cwng, évtovenua yAvkvtato twv Xowotwvav. Exet
HETAPOAOTEL TTEO TTOAAOD 0¢ MOAAES YAwooes. ApxLepels kal Tegelc oV PaAAovv pe
katdvuln. Ot Movayol tov anayyEéAAovv kaOnpeovg, ol de motol MOAAES POEES
kO’ 6An ) dagkelax tov €tovg. BeoAdyol avaAvovv Tic VYMAES DOYHATIKEG TOU
avapaoeic. PAOAoyoL kal Aoyotéxves katadvovial otovg weaiovg PuvOovg Thg
EKPOAOTIKNG TOL KOUPOTNTAG Kal TOL momTkoL Tov peyaAelov. Tlomrec katl
CwYQA@OL EUTTVEOVTAL ATIO TIG PWTELVES AVQUKES TOV EKPOATELS. AYLOYQAPOL LOTOQOVV
WOALEG  ElKOVEG ATIO TIC TOAAEC TOL TeQLéxovtal o0& avtov. Ol pvoteg g
EKKATNOLAOTIKNG HOVOLKTG TOV €MEVOVOLV e meQltexva g HeAiopata. AAAa 6
«Axd0Oiotoc “Ypvoc» mdvtote magapével pia Oeompenng mpooevxn s ExkAnoiad!
dwvn g evoePovg kaEdag Twv Xowotixvav! Etvat tavtoxoovws kat dofoAoyia kat
evxapoTla Kat 0énom kat ikeolo TEOS TOV «dL’ NHAS TOLG AvORWTOLG Kal dux TV
NuetéQav owtneiav kateABovia €k TV ovPavwy, kal ocagkwiévta &k ITvevpatog
Ayliov kal Maotag tnc ITagBévou kal évavOpwnioaviar», kal TaQAAANAa oG €xketvn),
1 omola éxet Mntowr) magonoila mEog O BOed Kal MOAAES POQES KAl TTOKIAOTQOTIWS
dapdevet 0o evoefeg I'évog twv Op00dOEwV TV kKoatawax Por)0ewax kat okémnn Tng.

O Axabwotoc “Ypvog kaAel kdOe moto va elvat o& €ypryoQon kal va
TaAQAMEVEL 0000G KAl eVOTAATG, HE TATEIVWOT KAL TTIQOOEVXT), EVWTILOV TWV HEYAAWV
TIOOKAT|OEWV TNG ETOXTC HAC, OTIG OLOTLXELS NHEQEC TV MOAAWVY dvaTtapafewv Katl
TIOAEUIKQWV OVEEAEEWY, TIG OTtoleg dLéQxeTal TV Emoxn avtn 1) avlowrnotnTa. Ag
denbovue éxtevag, 11 Mnrtéoa tmc «Eignvng tov BOeov», va pulotiundel amo v
TIQOOEVXNTIKN KAl pe eVAAPela KAl katavuén amodoot) tov «Akabiotov “Yuvov» Tng
ATIO HEQPOVS OAWV TOTWYV, Kol Vo EVeQYToel kal TaAL wg «YTéQUax0s LToatyoc»
KkA&Oe adovEVOL Kal o¢ KIvOUVO EVPLOKOUEVOL AVORWTIOV, Kal oav LKETIN KQATALY
TV &va TV olkovpévn tékvwv ¢ ExkAnoiag, xaotllovtag oto dvOpwmivo yévog TV
aAnOwn kat «mavta vouv Dtepéxovoax»? Eipgrjvn tov Yiov Tnc!

X710 owtroto €tog 2026, unva Mdotio (27)
Ermwvéunon I'”
+ 6 KwvotavtivovmoAews BagBoAouatog, év Xolot@ evxétng

+ 6 XaAkndovoc EupavounA, év Xolote evx€tng

+ 0 KapnaBov kat Kaoov Aupoootog, ev Xplote evxEtng
+ 6 MuAnjtov AmooTtoAog, €v XoLot@ eVXETNG

+ 0 [Npowovvnoov Twone, ev Xplot@ evxétng

+ 0 DA adeAetac MeAltwv, é€v Xoote evxétng

+ 0 KoAwvelag ABavaoiog, év XoLotw evxEtng

+ 6 Ticoviov OedANTTOG, €V XOLOoTW £VXETNG

SO 4, 7.



+ 6 Mmovévog Aipeg Twon g, év Xolotw evxétng

+ 6 Loundlag kat maong Lkavdwvaviag KAeomag, év Xolote evxétng
+ 06 "Tupoov kait Tevédov KvptAdog, év Xolotw evxétng

+ 0 Ntévpeo Kwvotavrtivog, ev Xoloto evxétng

+ 06 Ayxvoag I'onyootog, év Xolote evx€tng



