GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHUTPOIIOAIZ NEAX IEPZEHE

Exaltation of the Holy Cross 2018

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Esteemed Members of the
Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils, Philoptochos
Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek Afternoon Schools,
Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout Orthodox
Christians of the Greek Orthodox Communities of our Holy Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved,

The Cross of our Lord has been a paradoxical symbol throughout history. For
centuries it had been considered the most painful form of torture and execution ever
devised while also being considered the most shameful manner in which to be executed.
It was only with the crucifixion of our Lord, who humbled Himself to the degree that He
would die in such a manner, that this symbol of death and shame became a symbol of life
and victory. The Cross’s significance and meaning was thus transformed through the
death and resurrection of Christ for the rest of history.

The Cross also has taken on an added significance for every one of us who are
members of the Body of Christ, for while we recognize that the Cross was the destiny of
Christ, we must also realize that the Cross is our destiny too, albeit, in other ways. The
Cross is our destiny because we are meant to overcome the difficulties and adversities
through our faith and through our constant return to God for our sustenance and
strength. By taking the Cross as our personal symbol, we follow Christ not only in His
death, but in His Resurrection.

This does not mean that we all are called to be martyrs for the faith, but we are
called to be ambassadors of the faith, continually expressing the love which had been
shown for us by Christ through His voluntary Passion. We may not be meant to wear a
crown of thorns, but we are called to be crowned in righteousness as we fulfill the Lord’s
commandments and become an example to our neighbor. We might not be crucified like
Christ was, but we are called to crucify our egos and live not for ourselves alone, but for
each other and for God. Our Cross will most likely be a different Cross than that of
Christ’s and it very well may be a different Cross than that of our neighbor, but it will
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invariably be one that our Lord knows we can handle for we should not ask for a lighter
Cross, but broader shoulders on which to carry it.

It is my sincerest hope and prayer that as we celebrate this feast of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross that we all come to recognize our individual crosses and that we
continually ask God for the increased strength to endure. It is also my prayer that when
we look upon the Cross or when we wear the crosses we were given at baptism, that we
will see not a symbol of death, but the ultimate symbol of life and hope as we look
forward to Christ’s resurrection and our own resurrection as well. Praying that each of
you are fortified in faith by the power of the most precious and life-giving Cross, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,
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+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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[Tpdc tov evAaféotatov Tepov KAnoov,

Tovg Evtipotdtovg Agxovtag tov Oikovpevikov Nuav Hatoupyetov,

Tovg ITpoédpoug kai td MéAN twv ExkAnolwaotikwv ZupBovAioy,

Tdc ITpoédoovug kat T MéAN twv PLAomtwxwv AdeApottwy,

Tovg dddokovtag kat ddaokouévous twv Katnyntikwv kal EAANvikwv XxoAeiwy,

Tac Ogyavawoeig g NeoAalag kat anav 10 Xglotemwvupov mANowpa twv evoeBwv Op00ddEwv
Xototiavav ¢ Teoag MntoomdAewe Néag Tepoénge.

«Q2 tpropaxapiote Etavpé kol navoefaoute, LE TPOOCKUVOVUEY 0L TULOTOL
Kai peyadovouev, ayaddopuevor t1) Oeiqe cov avoypwoer
(Kovtaxiov Xawgetiopwv Tiplov Ztavov)

Ayammrol év Xolot@ adeAgol’

Méoa o¢ kAlpa xapag kal ovykivnong tavtoxoova, 1 ayla pag ExkAnola moofaAAet
ONUEQA Y& TEOOKVVNOT) TO HEYAAO, 1EQ0 Kal TavoéBaocto oVUPBOAO TG XOLOTIAVIKTG HAG
nilotews, Tov Tipo Ltaveo tov Kuptov. H Aeomotikr) éoptr| t¢ Iaykoopiov YPpwoews Tov
Tiyutov Ztavpov amoteAel TV APOQUN YIX V& éumvevoOovpe Ao O MaQAdELYHa Kal T
Ovoia Tov Eotavowpévov, éva 1o maviego avto oVHPBOAO TG MIOTEWS HAG YiveTal 1) Ty
¢ dvvaung kat g Oelag xaLtog Yk va avtameEEAOovpe 0TOV PLOTIKO KAl TVELHATIKO
HaG dywva.

O Tipog katl Cwomolog Xtavpdc VPwvetat orpega 0tod péoov ¢ ExkAnoiag wg ovupoio
avapoeag, oVUPoA0 Cwng, oVUPOAO TG «&V XpLoTw» AVTQWTIKTG ToQelag kdOe XOLOTIAVOU.
Etvat 16 Ovowotiplo mavw oto Omolo 1) dmelon dyann tov Oeov Ovoiaoe tov Movoyevn
Avtov Yiov, wg «AvTpov dvti moAdwv», Yk T) cwtnola g avOpwrndtntas. O Ltavedg tov
Kvoptov ntav 6 dtkdg pag otarvgog, 0 0tavds TV ARAQTIOV Kol TV maQafioewv pag. And
améoavtr) Opwg aydnn kat dxoa ovykataBaot), 0 Kbolog pag tov mnoe amnd tovg wpoug pag,
YU V& HAg AVTQWOEL ATIO TO POQETIO TNG TEOTATOQLKNG MAQAPATEWS, TIEOPAAOVTAC HAS WS
neotvmo T 0wkr] Tov dydrnn kal Ovoia. Qg 0006d0fol xooTiavol, KaAovpaote va
axoAovOrjoovpe tov Koplo pag pné tovg 6povg mov €0eoe 0 OL10g katl loXVOLV dXQOVIKA,
Aéyovtac: «Ootic @EAEI oI 1IZQ MOY ¢ AGEWIN dnapvnodocfw éavtov, kal dpatw 10V oTavpov
avtov kai dxoAovOeitw pot».

O Xowotog, oeBopevos 10 avtefovolo kdbe avOowmivng Umaéng, dév éEavaykalet
kavévav. Eival dwr) pag émidoyn va ppunBoovpe 16 mapaderypd Tov xkatl va Padicovpe
OLVEWNTA TOV dQOHO Tov O g xapale pé vmopovn kat kagtepia. Ol megloodteQol
avOowmot OAPovtal kal anmeATiCovtal UTEOOTA ¢ dvodEeoTa Yeyovota. Avtol Opws oL
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TOAYHATIKA TUOTEVOLY OTOV Oed ONKWVOLV TOV OTAVEO NG dokipaoiag tovg wé ToPewa
vropovn katl TloTn, évOvuovuevol tov IlavAelo Adyo, «tn éAnidt xaipovteg, 1 OAiYel
vropévovtec». H eATda yix td peAdoviikd ayadd g Baodeiag tov Oeov tovg yepilel
xaoa kat tovg Ponda va dropévouy Tic dToteg dokipaoies, katd to mapdderyua tov Kvplov
Hag, mov onkwoe TOov Ltaved Tov dydyyvota, pe Umoderypatiky] UMOHOVY] Kal
OUYKAOVIOTIKI] aTamaQvnorn, delxvovtag moaypatiky) vmakor] meoc tov Ilatéoa,
«yevouevog vmnkoog uéxpt Bavatov, Bavatov 6é oaTavpov».

Ayamnrot pov adeAgol’

Q¢ moevapyxns s Oeoowotov avThg émapxiag, oac kKaAw GAOVS V& TEOTKLVT|OOLE
onueoa tov Ztaveo tov Kvplov pag pé evAaBewa kal miotn, Aappdvovtag tavtdéxeova
HEYAAN amopaot v onkwoovue né DTopovT]) kal otabepdtnTa TV oTaved mov 0 Kovglog
erutémel va €xet 0 kabévag pac. Ag avapwvnioovpe pali pé tov egd DUVOYQAEO: «X2
TPIOHaKAPLOTE LTaVPE Kol mavoefacute, LE MPOOKVVOVUEY Of TUOTOL Kai PeyaAVVOuEY,
ayalddouevor 1) Qi 6ov avvpwoer. Ac yivel 0 Tipog Ztavog épaAtplo iotews, ov O
O0AokAnowoet v U] pag kal 0a& @épet 1oV Xp1oto otr] Cwn pag. Ag amopaocioovpe v
axoAovOnjoovue ) «oTevn MUAN kal TeOALupéVN 060» IOV B& pag 0dnynoeL otV Avdotaon
kal ™) Baolela tov O¢ov.

Metd natouwwv evxwv katl ¢ év Kvolw dydnng

O MHTPOIIOAITHX
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