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Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of the
Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-giving Cross

September 14, 2022

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Kayw éav 0pwbw éx tnc yne, navtac EAxvow mpoc éuavtov. (katd Toavvny 12:32)
And 1, if I be exalted from the earth, I shall draw all people to myself. (John 12:23)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Sacred Feastday, which reminds every parishioner from coast to coast of our
beloved Hellenic College and Holy Cross School of Theology, speaks to the love of God for
every human being. But it also speaks of our service to the Holy Cross by being
Yravpopopot — those who bear the Cross. And how do we do carry His Cross? First, by
picking up our own and carrying it with all the love and compassion we can muster for

ourselves and for those around us.

To elevate, to exalt, to raise the Cross as did the saintly Archbishop Makarios on that
first September Fourteenth in Jerusalem so many centuries ago, is to exalt the One Who died
upon it in order to redeem our lives. Our Lord Jesus Christ willingly ascended the Cross to
die for us, as we chant in the Kontakion of the Feast: O 0{w0eic év 1@ Ltavoq éxkovoiwe.

The question for us, then, is what are we willing to do?
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Are we willing to sacrifice, to give of ourselves generously, to show compassion,
mercy and forgiveness? This is what the Lord did on the Cross, the Cross to which He was
nailed by the hands of every human being who has ever lived or will live. His mercy and
grace creates a spiritual vortex of love that draws all people into its whirling effulgence,

which is the nature, the mission, and the glory of the Church.

My dear brethren in Christ: we could have no better name and purpose for our
beloved ZxoAr), for it is to this magnetic and powerful grace that our future clergy are called.
Their vocation is nothing less than to continually raise up the Cross of Christ, as Saint Paul
says: But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world (Galatians 6:14). Therefore, let us exalt the Cross
of Christ in our lives, and lift up our School — with prayers, support, and above all,

committed students, who will carry the Cross on high and bring glory to our Lord and God.

With paternal blessings and love in Christ,

Ji e Kol

1t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOu. IMowr. 190/2022

Agxtemiokomuikn) EyxvkAlog yix thv
Maykoopa “Ypwon tov Tipiov kai Zwomolov Xtavgov

14 YentepPolov 2022

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocoprleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaBeotatoug Tepeig
Kkal Awaxkovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat taa MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAlwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Agxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepnjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0Agly,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvoeOodofec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN Q0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

«Kdyw éav DpwOw éx ¢ yne, mavtac éAxDow TPOS EUavTOV.»
(kata Twdvvny 12:32)

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

‘H eboxnuog Nuéoa g €00tng s VPwoews Tov Tiiov kat Cwomolov LTAvEOL
amoteAel Bavpaoia evkaRia yix kdBe moto ¢ I. Agxlemokonng ApeQIkng v oteéet
TIV TEOCO0XT] TOL 0TO Ayamnuévo pag EAANvuco KoAAéyio kat 1) @coAoyikr) LX0AT ToL
Twtov Zravpov, dAAa kal va avtiAng@Oovpe TV OTALVELKT) YA Tov Ogov yix kdOe
avOowrivn Dmaén. LNuea, Opws, TO eVAYYEAL0 TNG €0QTNG HAC WAAEL KAl YX TNV
ATIOOTOAN] HAG (G XOLOTIAVQWV OTALEOPOQwWV. Me mol0 TQOTO UTIOQOVHE Vo PEQOVLE TO
otavo tov Kuplov pag; Iowtiotwe @épovtag T Oko Hag 0TavQo ayoyYVOTwG, e QYA

Katl ovuTdBelx Yo ToUG YOoW HAG.

Yywvovpe onuega tov Tipo Ltaved, UIHOVUEVOL TOV HAKAQLOTO AQXLETIOKOTIO

TepoocoAVpwV Maxkaglo, 0 omoiog mewtog VPwoe tov Tipo Ztavgd ota TegoodAvua,
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moAAovg alwveg mptlv, do&alovtag tov ‘Eva mov mébave Emavw oto LTavod, Y Vo
éEayopaoet Tig Cwég pag. O Koplog fjuwv ITnoovg Xpotog ékovoiwg avnABe otd otavo,
nefatvovtag yx €pag, 6mws PaAAovpe 0td kovtdkio te £ootng: «O VPwOelg év T
Ztavow ékovoiwe». To éowmnua dpwe mov amevOivetal o OAovg euag etvat ti OéAovue

ot Cwny;

OéAovpe punNmwe va Buolotovpe PUAavOownwg, delxvovtag ayamn, €Agog kat
OLYXWENTIKOTITA TROG TOVG AdeAPOUS Hag; AUTO axpaws émpale katl 6 Kvolog pag év o
OTAVEW, KQEUAMEVOGS €Tl EVAOVL UTtéQ kAOe avOpwmivng DmaEEng OTr) Y1 TAVTOTE KAl €i¢ TO
dnvekés. To éAeog Tov ka1 ayann Tov dnuoveyovv éva moAo EAENG, 6 Omolog EAkel kAOe
avOowmo oty Vrégtatn Aduymn. Avt eivail 1 @Uom, 1) ATOOTOAT Kal 1] d0&a TG
ExxAnoiac!

Ayarmtol pov év Xolote adeAgol, d¢ Oa pmogovoape va €xovpe KaAAUTEQO OVOUX
YIX TNV AYATINUEVT] LG LXOAT Ao avto oL Tiplov Ztavov, yatt avtr) elvat toAog EAENG
TV pHeAAovTiKWV pag kAnowkwv. ‘H kArjon toug dev elval timota dAA0 maQd 1) dlxQk)g
UPwon toL Ltavov tov XQLoTov, 01tws 6 AmdotoAog ITavAog Aéel: «Epot d& ur) yévorto
kavxaoOat el g1 év 1 otavpw tov Kupiov Nuwv ITnoov Xpwotov, dt' ov éuol kOoHog
E0TavEWTAL KAYW TQ KOOUw» ('aA. 6:14). Ac \ipcdoovpe AoLTtov 10 ZTavQo ToL XQLoToU 0Tl
Con pag, kal ag avadeléovpe T LX0AN pag, VMOOTNEWOVTIAC TNV HE TIEOOELXT] Kal
vevvatodwola, AAAX KLQIWS e APOTLWHEVOUS VEOLS POLTNTEG, oL OTolot O @épovv YmAx

10 Ztavo, doalovtag tov Kvplo kat O¢o.

Metax matou@v evXV Kal TS €v XOLoTw AYATNG,

7{5 Hzorns %%;@@3

t 6 Apeoweng EAmtdogpopog



