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Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of
Saint Photios, Patriarch of Constantinople

February 6, 2022

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America.

“Their sound has gone forth unto all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.”
(Psalm 18:4, LXX)

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This year — the Centennial year of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
— we pause to remember those who came before us, and honor the legacy of the pioneers
of our Church in America. It seems only fitting, that on this Feast of the great and holy
Patriarch Photios, we make special mention of the brave and stalwart mowtomopot,
whose voices brought the Faith of the Orthodox Christian Church to these shores. Thus,
under the ever-memorable Archbishop Iakovos, our first National Shrine was established
in St. Augustine, Florida, named for the great Patriarch — whose missionary endeavors
are legendary — as a place of memory of those courageous souls.

The legacy of these early immigrants, who were the first waves of the Diaspora
from Greece, Asia Minor and Cyprus, is visible in every community across our Sacred
Archdiocese. Many parishes have established local archives and other methods of
historical preservation, to cherish the stories and adventures of these often-unintentional
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missionaries. With their hopes and dreams for a new start and a better life in America,
they also brought their deeply held religious values and beliefs. Wherever they settled —
from the mountains of Wyoming to the shores Oregon, from the Great Lakes to the
greatest of cities — they founded churches and community centers, where faith,
language, and culture would be cherished and taught.

Our Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine is a visible symbol of the
aspirations and the legacy of our forebears. And they are the spiritual ancestors to all of
us — Greek and non-Greek alike — because they were the vessels in whom the seeds of
our Archdiocese traversed land and sea to plant the Greek Orthodox Faith and traditions
in the new world.

And so, in this One Hundredth Anniversary year of our Church in America — an
Eparchy of the same Mother Church of Constantinople that the Holy Patriarch Photios
led over one thousand years ago — let us honor the legacy of our foremothers and
forefathers. Let us honor them in every parish across this great land, and by sustaining
the mission of our institution which honors their memory, the Saint Photios National
Shrine, where the sound of their voices echoes unto eternity.

With paternal love in the Lord Jesus Christ,
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t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

Ap10. IMowr. 19/2022

AQXLEMIOKOTIKT] €YKUKALOG YLX TT)V £€0Q0TT)
tov MeyaAov Pwriov, Ilatoiagyxov Kwvotavtivovnodews.

6 ®ePBoovapiov 2022

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopireotatovg Agxlepels, tovg EvAaeotatoug Tepeig
kal Ataxkovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat taa MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
ITatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepnjow kai Amoyevpativae LX0Agly,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvoeO0dofec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTemwvupo TATowpa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«Eic naoav v ynv éENABev 0 pOOYYyoc avTwy Kal €ic T TEPATA TING OLKOVUEVNC T PIUATE AVTWV.»
(WaAuoc 18:5)

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XoLoTw,

To toéxov €tog, kata tO OmMolo0 ylogtalovue TNV Eékatoviaetneida Mg Tepag
AQXLETUOKOTUG HAG, Elval pia eVKaQl v TIUNoovpE OAOUG €KeLVOUG TOVG TIOWTEQYATES
Kat dpuTeg TG EkkAnoiag pag otnv Apegikr). Kai paAiota eivat mpémov kait &Elov kata )
onMeQWVT] MUEQR, AQPLEQWHEVT) Ot pvNun  tov  MeydAov Dwtiov Tlatoudoyov
Kwvotavtivovmodews,  va kdvoupe €K ava@oga O0& aUTOLVG TOLUG  Yevvalovg
TIEWTOTIOPOLG TIOVL petaAapmddevoav v mtiotn g Opb0ddEov ExkAnolag pag oe avt)
) xwoa. O aelpvnotog Agxtemiokomog TakwBog aprépwoe TO mMEWTO £0VIKO TTEOTKVVT|UX
otV TOAN oL Ayiov Avyovotivov ot PAwEda, TEOS TLun ToL peydAov avtov ITatoioxn
Kwvotavtivovmodews kal tegamootoAov, eig HVNUOCUVOV alVIOV TWV YEVVAIWY avtwV

Puxwv.
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‘H kAngovopix tov mewtwyv petavaotwv ano v EAA&da, ) Muoa Aota kat v
Kvmpo etvat opat) o¢ kaOe kowvotnta g Tepag Agxtemiokonns pag. IToAAég kovoTnTeg
avémTuEav mMEWTOPOVALEG TEOBOATIC KAl CLVTIENONG TOL AQXELAKOD TOUS VAIKOD, WOTE VO
avadelxBovv TMEOOWTIKES 0TOREG MOAAWV ATO AVTOVG, KATOLEG QOQES AKOLOIWS
lepamootoAwv. Mali pe v EATda kal T Ovepa yix px kaAvtepn Cwn otV AueQikT),
petépeoav palt toug ) Padix xowotavikn miotn kat Tic a&teg tovg. Omovdnmote
gykataotdOnkav otnv Apeokr), ano ta Bovva tov Wyoming otig dktec tov Oregon, kal
Aamo Tic MeydAeg Alpveg péxol Tic mMOAelg Kal T Xwoud, dovoav ékkAnoieg, EAANVK
OXOAELX KAL KOLVOTIKA KEVTOA, OTIOL dDACKOTAV KAl AVATITUOTOTAV 1) TTHOTN, 1] YAWooa kal

O MOALTIOHOG pag.

To moookvvnua tov Ayiov Pwtiov ot PAWEWA AmoteAel Eva 6QATO CUUPOAO TG
Eumvevong kat g MAOVOIAG KAQOVOULAG TWV TTIROYOVWY HAG, TWV TIVEVHATIKWV TIATEQWV
Kal UNTéQwV yix OAovg Euag, EAATIVV 1) un), kabBwg €ketvol éytvav ta doxelx HEOW TWV
OTolwV ol 0TIOOL NG AQXLETOKOTG Hag HeTapéOnkav mavtov oto Néo Koopo yux va

PAaotroel 10 dévteo g OpO6dOENC ToTNE Hag Kal TWV TaAQAdOTEWV HAG.

"Etot Aotmov pe tic émetelakés EkdNADOELS TV €KATO £tV &To TV dovon ¢ Tepag
Apxlemiokomn)c  Apeowng  —  pla émapxla g Mntéoac  ExkAnotac g
KowvotavtivovmoAewe, g omoiag matoldoxns dietéAeoe 6 Méyag Pwtiog motv amo A
X0OVIX — QG TLUNOOLHE TI) HVIUT KAl TV KATQOVOULX TWV TROTIATOQWYV HAG. AG TOVG
TIUT)OOVHE O KAOE KOWVOTNTA O& AUTH TI) LEYAAT] XWEa £€VIOXVOVTAG T AELTOLQY Ll Kol TNV
amootoAr) tov 'EOvikov ITpookvvrjpatog tov Ayiov @wtiov, 61ov 1) HVIHUT TOV TTATEQWYV
Kal TV PNTéQwV Hag elvat Covtavt) Kat O NX0S ATIO TG QVES TOUG AVTAVAKAXTAL 0TV

alwvioTnTa.

Meta ¢ matowkng év Kvpiw Tnoov Xowotw ayanng,
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t 6 Apeoweng EAmtdogpopog



