GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAZX IEPZEHE

Feast of the Annunciation 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils,
Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek Afternoon Schools,
Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout Orthodox Christians of the
Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

Today we celebrate not only Gabriel’s announcement to the Theotokos that she is to bear
a son, but we celebrate the very initiation of our salvation since she is to bear our Lord, God,
and Savior, Jesus Christ. God did not force the Theotokos to do this, but He asked her and she
willingly accepted to be the mother of our Lord. The selflessness she exhibited is something we
should emulate in our lives as we strive daily to “commit ourselves and one another and our whole
life to Christ our God”. When she said the words, “Behold the handmaiden of the Lord, be it unto me
according to your word” (Luke 1:38), she was freely offering her entire being to God. As Orthodox
Christians, we are also called upon to utilize our freedom in order to fulfill the teachings our
Lord has taught us. We are called upon not to suppress our free will, but to transform our free
will for the better by choosing to not only preach the Gospel, but to live the Gospel.

It is also by no sheer happenstance that this day coincides with another memorable day
in our history as Orthodox Christians. Today we also celebrate the independence of Greece from
the yoke of the Ottoman Turks. The Annunciation and the struggle for Greek independence are
indelibly connected to one another as the former initiated freedom for humanity and the latter
initiated freedom for a nation. Our Greek forefathers were guided by the Hand of God to throw
off the bondage of the oppressors when they began their struggle for independence by receiving
the blessings of Bishop Germanos at Agia Lavra. They were guarded and guided by the Panagia
who blessed them with protection as they declared independence almost two-hundred years
ago on March 25%, 1821.

Thus, the Theotokos becomes for us a shining example of obedience, piety, and
compassion. She accepted the responsibility of bringing the incarnate Word of God into the
world, she opened to us the gates of Paradise through her childbearing, and she empathizes
with us in our struggles as she herself endured the anguish of seeing her own son crucified for
the life of the world. This enables us to not only see her as the Mother of God, but to call her our
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mother as well. It allows us to even say, “Most Holy Theotokos, save us” since, as the Mother of
God, she extends the salvation of Christ to us through her childbearing.

As we reflect on the feast of the Annunciation and praise God for the spiritual freedom it
offers us, let us not forgot those who are still spiritually and politically oppressed. Let us not
forget our Mother Church, the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, which continues to
have its religious freedoms denied. Let us not forget about the countless people worldwide
especially in the Middle East who are being martyred daily for believing in Christ. Let us not
forget the personal freedoms of the Cypriot people who are still seeking justice for the atrocities
committed against them since the 1970’s. May our own freedom, spiritual and otherwise, serve
to embolden them in their struggles and may we utilize our own freedom to advocate on their
behalf and on behalf of all the oppressed throughout the world.

Praying that the Theotokos, who willingly contained the uncontainable in her womb and
who was the initiator of our freedom, intercede before her Son and her God for our salvation, I
remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

/ /&&W-Cv Yo éa“,j, ety

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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ITOIMANTOPIKH EI'KYKAIOX EYAITEAIEMOY 2020

IToog tov evAaPéotartov Tepdv KAneov,

Tovg ITpoédpovg kat 1 MéAN twv ExkAnowxotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Tac ITpoédpoug katl tad MéAN twv Plomtxwv AdeAgotTwy,

Tovg dwdokovtag kat dwaockouévovg twv Katmnxntuwawv kal EAAnvikov LyxoAeiwv, Tag
Oopyavwoeic g NeoAatag kat anav 16 Xpotenwvoupov nANowpa twv evoeBaov OpBodoEwv
Xowotavwv g Tepag MntoomoAews Néag Tepoénc.

«Ex mavtoiwv pe xivdvvwv édevBépwoov, iva kpdCw ooi- Xaipe Noupn avoupevte»

(Kovtdkiov ‘Eoptnc)
Ayamnnrot pov adeAgot,

‘H 25" Maptiov onuatodotel TV AvApvnoT dV0 KoQueaiwy Yeyovotwy TG loToglag pHac.
[Towtov, ToL KOOHOOWTNEOL UNVUHATOS TOL EvayyeAlopov g Oeotokov, kal TG €V owpaTt
eloodov tov Kvpiov fjuawv Tnoov Xpiotov, tov Yiov kat Adyov tov Oeov, tov Agsvtépov [lpoowmov
™m¢ Avyiag Towxdog, otdév Xe0vo kal v totogla. AgVvTeQov, TNV LOTOQKN €valn ToL lepov
Aywvog twv meoyovwv pag, twv EAAnvav, yia v anotivaln tov emi teteakdox xeovix

TOLEKLKOV CLUYOV, TG OKAABLAC KAl TOU OKOTADLOUOV.

‘Eoptdlovpe Aotmtov v &oxr TS €@aQHOoYnS ToL owtnlov oxediov Tov Oeov dik TOL
Tiov mpoowmov ¢ Ymepayiag Oeotokov. Ag OBuunOovue ot 1) Havayia pag vmnele 16
KATAAANAOTEQO TTIROTWTO, O AYLOTEQOS TV AVOQWTIWY, MOV emAéXOnke &TO OV Oed wote V&
KLOQOQTOEL OTA AyVvd katl mtagOevika g omAdxva, tov Kvglo tnc AdEnc. H Oeotokog, tameva
Kkat aBopuPa ovvailveoe otV AmoOPacn ToL Oeov Kal €tot €ywe 1) «émovpdvioc kAiual du'ne
Katépn o Oeoc» 6 Omolog dik g Ocotokov mEooéAaBe «dvalotwtws avOpwnivny poppnv». Ao
tote, 1] Yrepayla Oeotokog, 1) tametviy Maglia, 1) k6N ¢ Nalaét, éyve, petd tov Xolotov, o
oToLOALOTEQO MEOCWTO 0TV loToRla kKal TV Mot pag, kat OAot ot Xptotiaxvol meooBAémovpe

OT(g peotteleg NG kKal TV mapenoia g otév Yiov ¢ katl Oedv pac.

‘EAntiCovtac kat motevovtag oty BonOeta ¢ IHavaytac pag, Eekivnoav ot "EAANveg Tov
21 v dtkaun kal tepad Emavaotaorn) tovg, émiAéyovtag v fjuéoa tov EvayyeAlopov g
Be0TOKOL WOTE V& EeKVIIOOLV TOV Aywva TOUG EvavTtiov Tov Kataktntov. Meta v Ocla
Agrtovpyia otic 25 Magtiov 1821, 6 ITaAawwv Iatowv I'eppavog, éxel ot Nowikd KaAdPovta,

eVAdYnoe 10 AdPago g Enmavaotaong kal ol aywviotég EexvOnkav pé miotn wote va
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avtipetwnioovy tov €x000. H Xagig tov Oeov katl 1) porfex g [avaylag pag nrav 16 mo
duvatod Tovg 6mAOo, kKaBoTLTd Héoa tov dLeBetav NTav mevixed. To Oavpa Opwg éywve. O Aywvag
AQXLOE VA EDQALOVETAL KAL VA DUVAHWVEL TTae& OLOKOALeC kal Tic dvTiEoeg ovvONKeg, Kat éTol
odnynOnkape otv otadaxr] AmeAevOéowon tng EAAGdog kal v “Idpvon Tov mEwTov
‘EAANnvucov Kodartoue.

Ao td magamdvw, dATIOTWVOLHE TV €Tl alwves Twea miotn Twv EAANvwv otov
Towxducd Ocd, v éumotoovvn tovg otV Yrepayla @eotoko katl v dxxQovikr) oTtroLen Twv

EATOWV TOL AoV pag oé Exetvnv. Tv YAvkid pag Mntéoa.

Touxitépowe onpeoa adeAgol pov, péoa oé¢ avty v dewvr] kal AVEL TEONYOUHEVOL
Katdotaot oV Covue, ov PAETToOvUE OTL elpaoTe ADVVAUOL V& AVTIETWTIIOOVE KAOe KIVOLVO
povol pag, xwelic v Borndeta tov Oeov, kadovuaote va évamobéoovpe TV EATIO pnag otV
[Mavayia pac. Mé petavowa kal tamelvwon va tv mAnoukoovue kal va g Cntoovpe va
peottevoel kal va mapakaAéoel tov Koo pag, wote va pag anaAAdéel and kabe kivovvo.
Onwg PpaAdovpe kal 016 dyarmnuévo pag Kovraxio «T1) Ymeoudxw» va tng movpe: «éx
navtolwv pe Kwovvwv EAevBépwoov, va kpalw ool- Xaipe Noupn davoupevte». N& pag
mEooTATEVOEL Kal V& HAG Avtowoel Ao kaOe kako, agowotelx kal dobévelx kal and kabe
TIOVNEO avOpwmo mov EmiBovAevetal TV Maykooul aopaAeia pé kabe péoo xkai toomo. H
IMavayia pag BoriOnoe 16 'EOvog pag tote kat mavrote, BorjOnoe kat Ponba kabe Yoy mov v
érukaAeital pé mlotn katl tanetvoon. Kat ag v nmagakaAéoovpe onjuega, katd v ayla avr)
‘Eoot va pac Bonbnoet kal va pag diatnenoet VyLelc kal évwpévouvg wote va allwbovpe va

TIQOOKLVNOOVLE Kal va éoptaoovpe td Ocela ITaON kat v Ayia Avdotaon tov Kvplov.
Evxopat 6mwg 1) Iavayia Oeotokog evAoyel tov Koouo pag, to EOvoc pag, tov
‘EAANVIOUO TG APEQIKTS, TA TTAOLA HAG, TOVS YEQOVTES Kal VA Hag Avtowoel attd k&Oe kakd kal

Kkivdvvo wote pé Vyela katl EvotnTa v ovvexloovpe TOV dywva e Cwng.

ZNtw 16 'EOvoc pac! Xpovia moAA& kat evAoynuéval

KaAn ovvéxewa g Aytac Teooagakootnc!

Metd matoikng ayanng kat damvowyv evxwv,

O MHTPOIIOAITHXZ
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1O Néag Tegoéng EYAITEAOX



