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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 24/2023

Archepiscopal Encyclical on the 2023 Archepiscopal Encyclical on the
Feast of the Three Hierarchs and the Day of Greek Letters

January 30, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Those who partake of our Paideia are called Greeks.
Beloved Brethren in Christ,

The Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs: Basil the Great, John Chrysostom and Gregory
the Theologian, is also an anniversary to celebrate the learning, culture and language of
Greece — what we call “Greek Letters.” The inscription cited above is adapted from the

Panegyricus of the renowned rhetorician, Isocrates (436-338 BCE).

This elegant expression, which graces the frieze of the facade on the Gennadius
Library in Athens, could have been spoken by any of the Three Hierarchs; for they
understood Paideia as an all-encompassing summation of education, expression and
civilization. But the Hierarchs would have gone one step further. They could have also easily

said: “Those who partake of our Faith are called Christians.”

In both cases, the idea of participation in the milieu of Orthodox Christianity and
Hellenism is what brings a person into that identity. It is what we mean by “baptism,” and
why baptism by immersion is so important. To immerse oneself in the Gospel or in Paideia

is to become suffused with their teachings and spirit. For those who call themselves, “Greek
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Orthodox,” there is neither confusion of the traditions, nor is there a contradiction between
the two. The Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs is a testimony to the symphony that emerges

when all the elements of each are manifested in harmony and concord.

Therefore, my beloved Greek Orthodox Christians, let us celebrate all the ways that
these three Luminaries of our Paideia and Faith confirm the unity of our spiritual and
historical paths. And let us partake of the riches of each, thus becoming ourselves,
“partakers of the Divine Nature” (II Peter 1:4).

With paternal love in Christ Jesus,
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t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEIIIXKOIIIKH EI'’KYKAIOX

AoOu. IMowr. 24/2023

Agxtemioxorukn 'EyxvkALog yix trv €001tr Twv
Towwv Tegagxwv kal TV EAANVIKWV YOAUUATWV.

30 Tarvovapiov 2023

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, tovg EvAaPBeotatoug Tepeig
kat Awaxovovg, tovg Movaxoug kat tic Movaxég, tovg ITpoédpovg kal ta MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Agxovieg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
ITatowxpxetov, Ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepnow kat Antoyevpativa LXoAelx,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeAgpotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvoeO0doLec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN Q0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa TS Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«MaAdov EAAnvac kadetoOat Tovc T1¢ natdevoews TG NUETEPAS UETEXOVTAC»
(looxpatovg, Aoyoc Iavnyvpikoc 4:50).

ITooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg €v XOLoTw,

‘H oot twv touwv Tegapgxwv, dAadr Baoilelov tov MeydAov, T'onyopiov tov
BeoAdyov katl Twdvvov tov Xguoootdpov, eivat kat 1) étota €oQtr) TG EAANVIKNG

nawelag, s YADOOTAS KAl TOV TOALTIOHOD, TWV EAANVIKWV YOXUHATWV.

To onto mov duaPaoape otV aExn TG EyKuKAlov elvat TMaguévo Ao TOV TETaQTO
TTAVNYUELKO AOYOo TOU @nuopévov ontooa Tooxkpdtn (436-338 m.X.) kal Poloketal
XaQayHévo otV meopetwnida g eloodov g I'evvadiov BiBA0oONkng otnv Adnva. Ox
HTTOQOVOE Vo €lx € elMwOEL ATIO TO OTOUA TV TOLWV LEQAXWV, KaOwWS Yix avTOLG 1) matdela
KATAVOELTAL WG 1 dvakepadaiwon g éxkmaidevone, g YAwooag kat ToU TOALTIOHOD.

BéBawx, ol teelg lepdoxes Oa mpoxweovoav AxOUn meQoo0TeQO Kabwe evkoAa O
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HUTT0QOVOAY VX TIOVV, «HAAAOV XQLOTIAVOL KaAgloOatl Tovg Tne mioTews TNe NHUETEQAS

HETEXOVTACY.

L& k&Oe meplmtwor), 1 petoxn otV eumeia e 0000dOEov éxkAnolag kat otov
EAANVIOUO elval TeAwa avTr) oL kaboilel TNV TALTOTTA TOL TTEOCTWTOL WG XOLOTIAVOU
Kal g EAANvVa. A0Tn dxoBag v évvola €xeL TO PATTIONA WG EUPVOLOT) 0TO VEQO Kal YL
avTo etvat tooo onuavtikd. H eppvoion oto evayyéAlo katl oty nadeia onuatvet v
TIVEVUATIKT] KAl YV@OOA0YIkT] mAnedtnta tov avOpwrov. Epelg mov OéAovue va
ovopalopaote «0p00d0EoL xoloTIavol» yvwellovpe OtL OV TaeddooT] HAg ToTE OV
vmnoée avtiOeon petald g mawelag kat g miotews. H onueowvr) €optr) TV LWV
lepaQXWV elvat Toavn &modeLEN NG appoviag mov émépyetal ot Cwr) TG ékkAnoiag Katl

NG Kowwviag étav avantvoooval 1) madeia kat 1] Tlotn magdAANAa.

‘Entopévawg ayammtotl pov 600000Eot XOLoTIavol, &S €00TACOVE TT) OTUEQLVT] £0QTT)
Padilovtag oToLg OPOUOUS TIOL HAG €delEav Ol TOEIS HEYLOTOL PWOTNQES TG TAElaS Kal
TG TUOTEWS, EMPBERALOVOVTAG ETOL TNV TVEVHUATIKT) KAl LOTOQLKT) OLVEXELX TNG EKKANOLOG
Hag. Ag yivovue, Aowrtov, pétoxot twv VYNA@v ayabwv tng mawelag kal g 0p00doEov

niloTew, wg «Oelag kowvwvol evoews» (B' TTétoov 1:4).

Meta matokng év Xolot dyanng,
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t 6 Apeowcng EAmdogpdéoog



