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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, 
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the 
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America. 

 

Above all else clothe yourselves with love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 
(Colossians 3:12,14) 

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Let us greet the New Year of 2022, the centennial year of our Sacred Archdiocese 
of America, with the hope and faith that our renewal in Christ is at hand. We came 
through the past year with many accomplishments, despite the ongoing challenges of the 
pandemic. The highlight of last year was surely the Apostolic Visit of His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, but there were many other significant events as well. 

We gathered once again in worship and fulfilled our journey with the Lord 
through Holy Week and Pascha. We inaugurated the Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine with our first official participation in the commemorations 
of September Eleventh by lighting the Church with its signature illumination from within 
for the Twentieth Anniversary of 9/11. We reconvened in-person classes at our beloved 
Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, and all the 
Orthodox Bishops of America were able to meet this past October for the first time since 
the pandemic began. All of these normative events signaled to us that we might be 



 

returning to pre-pandemic realities, but we are not quite there yet. We must still exercise 
prudence and caution, so that we protect our neighbors with the same care with which 
we protect ourselves. 

This is why I urge all of us to hearken to the exhortation of the Apostle Paul to the 
Christians at Colossae: let us clothe ourselves with love, and forge that perfect bond of 
unity, which God wills for His Church. Especially in this centenary year of the Greek 
Orthodox Church of America, as an Institution and a Sacred Eparchy of the Venerable 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the cultivation of our sincere and genuine 
love for one another is the path to perfecting the bonds of unity across the country. 

Thus, as we enter this New Year of 2022, may we renew our appreciation and 
realization of God’s precious gift of unity, and celebrate the one hundredth anniversary 
of our Sacred Archdiocese with love for one another and for every aspect of His creation. 

With paternal love in Christ, 

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America  
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Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς 
καὶ Διακόνους, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν 
Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, 
τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 

 
Ἐνδύσασθε οὖν ἐπὶ πᾶσι δὲ τούτοις τὴν ἀγάπην, ἥτις ἐστὶ σύνδεσµος τῆς τελειότητος. 

 (Κολοσσαεῖς 3:12,14) 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ, 

Ἂς ὑποδεχθοῦµε τὸ νέο ἔτος 2022, τὸ ἑκατοστὸ ἔτος τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς 
Ἀµερικῆς, µὲ τὴν ἐλπίδα καὶ τὴν πίστη ὅτι θὰ ἔρθει καὶ ἡ ἀνακαίνισή µας ἐν Χριστῷ. 
Διανύσαµε τὸ παρελθὸν ἔτος µὲ πολλὲς ἐπιτυχίες, παρὰ τὰ ἐµπόδια ἀπὸ τὴ συνεχιζόµενη 
πανδηµία. Τὸ σηµαντικότερο γεγονὸς ἦταν ἀσφαλῶς ἡ Ἀποστολικὴ Ἐπίσκεψη τῆς Α. Θ. 
Παναγιότητος τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ µας Πατριάρχου κ. κ Βαρθολοµαίου, ὑπῆρξαν ὅµως καὶ 
ἄλλα ἀξιοσηµείωτα γεγονότα. 

Συναντηθήκαµε καὶ πάλι προσευχόµενοι γιὰ νὰ συνεχίσουµε τὸ ταξίδι µας µὲ τὸν 
Κύριο κατὰ τὴ διάρκεια τῆς Μεγάλης Ἑβδοµάδας καὶ τοῦ Πάσχα. Ξεκινήσαµε τὴ δράση 
µας στὸν Ἱ. Ναὸ καὶ Ἐθνικὸ Προσκύνηµα τοῦ Ἁγίου Νικολάου µὲ τὴν πρώτη ἐπίσηµη 
συµµετοχή µας στὶς ἐκδηλώσεις µνήµης τῆς ἐπετείου τῆς 11ης Σεπτεµβρίου, 
φωταγωγώντας τὸ Ναὸ µὲ τὸν χαρακτηριστικό του φωτισµὸ ἐκ τῶν ἔσω, γιὰ νὰ τιµήσουµε 



 

 

τὴν 20ὴ ἐπέτειο τῆς καταστροφῆς. Εἴδαµε καὶ πάλι νὰ γίνονται τὰ µαθήµατα µὲ φυσικὴ 
παρουσία στὴ Θεολογικὴ Σχολὴ τοῦ Τιµίου Σταυροῦ, ἐνῷ ὅλοι οἱ Ὀρθόδοξοι Ἐπίσκοποι 
τῆς Ἀµερικῆς συναντηθήκαµε τὸν περασµένο Ὀκτώβριο γιὰ πρώτη φορὰ µετὰ τὴν 
πανδηµία. Ὅλα αὐτὰ τὰ γεγονότα µᾶς ἔδωσαν τὴν αἴσθηση τῆς αἰσιοδοξίας ὅτι 
ἐπιστρέφουµε στὴν πρὸ τῆς πανδηµίας πραγµατικότητα, ἀλλὰ καταλάβαµε τελικὰ ὅτι 
δὲν ἔχει φθάσει ἐκείνη ἡ ὥρα. Πρέπει νὰ ἐξακολουθήσουµε νὰ ἐπιδεικνύουµε σύνεση καὶ 
προσοχή, ὥστε νὰ προφυλάξουµε τὸν πλησίον µας µὲ τὴν ἴδια φροντίδα, µὲ τὴν ὁποία 
προφυλάσσουµε τὸν ἑαυτό µας. 

Γιὰ τὸ λόγο αὐτὸ σᾶς παρακαλῶ νὰ δώσετε προσοχὴ στὴν ἔκκληση τοῦ Ἀποστόλου 
Παύλου στοὺς Κολασσαεῖς χριστιανούς: ντυθεῖτε µὲ τὴν ἀγάπη, ἡ ὁποία εἶναι ὁ 
σύνδεσµος τῆς τελειότητας, τὴν ὁποία ἐπιθυµεῖ ὁ Θεὸς γιὰ τὴν ἐκκλησία του. Ἰδιαιτέρως 
τὸ ἔτος αὐτὸ τῆς ἑκατονταετίας τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς, ὡς ἱδρύµατος καὶ 
ἐπαρχίας τοῦ Σεπτοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου τῆς Κωνσταντινουπόλεως, ἡ 
καλλιέργεια τῆς εἰλικρινοῦς καὶ γνήσιας ἀγάπης µεταξύ µας εἶναι ὁ καλύτερος τρόπος 
γιὰ τὴν τελειοποίηση τῶν δεσµῶν τῆς ἑνότητας σὲ ὅλη τὴν Ἀµερική. 

Εἰσερχόµενοι, λοιπόν, στὸ νέο ἔτος 2022, ἂς ἀνανεώσουµε τὴν εὐγνωµοσύνη µας 
στὸ πολύτιµο θεῖο δῶρο τῆς ἑνότητας, καὶ ἂς γιορτάσουµε τὴν ἐπέτειο τῆς ἑκατονταετίας 
τῆς Ἱερᾶς µας Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς µὲ ἀγάπη πρὸς ἀλλήλους καὶ πρὸς κάθε ἔκφραση τῆς θείας 
δηµιουργίας. 

Μὲ πατρικὴ ἀγάπη ἐν Χριστῷ, 

  
† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 


