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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America.

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

H copia drxodounoev éavtn oixov kal vrnpetoev otvAove éntta. (Iapotuiar 9:1)

Wisdom has built herself a house, and has set up seven pillars. (Proverbs 9:1)

One year ago today, the Great Church of Holy Wisdom, our Ayia Xogia, was
unnecessarily seized and given over to an alien purpose. This was a grim day for all
people of good will and equanimity, because Hagia Sophia is much more than a sacred
space. It is the vision and embodiment of the substance of our Orthodox Christian Faith.
As a cultural icon, the Great Church could have been left as a museum. And although
this is less than any of us would desire, at least it respected the integrity of the space. But
for this past year, in a city which has abundant places for Islamic worship, it was
misappropriated and done so in order to send a message to religious minorities, and to
appeal to misplaced nationalistic fervor.



Therefore, we mourn, and not only today, but every day, until a measure of justice
is meted out for the Great Church. Every culture and civilization is worthy of respect,
and Hagia Sophia, the epitome of the Byzantine achievement, should have been left as a
place of cultural intersection and religious harmony. Or, if it was to be restored to
worship, it should have been restored to its original intention.

Until such time as our prayers are answered, we must redouble our efforts to bear
witness to this House of Wisdom. We must be like the Seven Pillars spoken of in Proverbs,
and support Hagia Sophia in every way. Moreover, we must stand with and offer our
vigilance to the continuing Great Church of Christ — the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople, for it is the See of Saint Andrew that furthers the ecumenical mission and
purpose enshrined in the stones of Hagia Sophia.

Yes, today we mourn, but not as those without hope, as the Apostle says (I
Thessalonians 4:13), ever expecting the revelation of the hope of the Resurrection in all
things; and in our Ayia Zo@iax as well.

With paternal love in our Lord Jesus Christ,

7{5 uzons @%}z@{os

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



EAAHNIKHXE OPOOAOEHX APXIEITIXKOITHY AMEPIKHX

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

Ao10. TTowr. 186/2021

IMopavToQikn kal AQXLEMLOKOTIKT] €YKUKALOG YL
TV Nuéga mévOoug yia tnv Ayia Xogia.

24 TovAiov 2021

IToog tovg LePaocuiwtdtovg kat Ocopileotatovs Agylepeis, Toug EvAapeotatovg Tepeig
Kkal Awxkovovg, toug Movayovg kat tic Movayxéc, toug ITpoédpovg katl ta MEAN t@wv
Kowotkwv ZvupovAiwv, tovg Evripodoywrtatovg Agxovteg toL  OlKOUHEVIKOD
[Natowxpxetov, tax péAn ¢ Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hueonowx kat Amoyevpativa LxoAela,
tic PLronttwyxovg AdeA@otnteg, ) NeoAaia, tic EAANvVopOddolec Opyavwoels katl
OAOKAN 0 T0 XpLoTETWVULHO TANRWHA TG Tepag Agxlemiokomng ApeQuKng.

[Tooog\eic adeAol kal adeAgeg év XoLoTw,
H oopia @wxodounoev éavtn oikov kal vinpetoev otvAove émtd. (Iapoipict 9:1)

Lav onueoa, akopws molv éva xoovo, 1 MeyaAn ExkAnoia tg tov Ocov Loglag, N
Ok} pag Avia Zogla g KwvotavtivoumoAews, Xwols KAvEVA TEAYHATIKO AGYO
petatoamnke o& tCapl. Mux Nuéoa Copepr), OXtL HOVO Yix Tovg 0000dOE0VS XQLOTIAVOUG,
AAAX VX GAOLG TOLG AVOEWTIOVGS, TIOL AVTIAAUPAVOVTAL UE VIPAALOTITA Kol APEQOA I
Ot 1) Ayia Zogia d¢v elvat antAa évag Legog TOTog Y OAovg Ttovg 0000d0EovE XOLoTIAVOUG,
AAAx Eva povadko cVUPoAO oL Xapaktnellel TNV TOTN MG KAl TOV TMOALTIOUO pag. 'Etoy,
oav €va LVNUELO TTOALTIOHOD B pmogovoe va ouveXILeL VA AELTOVQYEL WG LOVOELD, e TOV
OTOLXEWOON TePACUO OV LoToRlA, TNV LEQOTNTA KAL TOV TMOALTIOHO ToL XwEov. Ouwe, o
HLX TTOAT) pE &pOovoug toTtoug dplepwpévoug otnv ToAapkr) Aatoela, avTr) 1) HETATQOTT)
o¢ ToAapko téuevog xenotpomomonke yux va otaAlet éva unvopa otic 0onokevTikeg

HELOVOTNTEC TNG TEQLOXTS, MOTICOVTAS TO OEVTEO TOV £0VIKIOHOU.



' to Adyo avto Bpnvovpe OxL HOVOo onpeeax dAAx kdOe péoa péxoL va amodobet
dikatoovvn v ) MeyaAn ExkAnoia. ‘H Ayia Logia mov eivatl O dAUAVTL IOV HAG
naédwoe 0 BuCavtivog IMoAttiopog, Oa pmogovoe va magapeivel évag XwEog dAGYyov
pHetalL mMoAlTlopWVY Kal Opnokewwv, kabws kabe moAltiopog kat Opnokela a&tCovv ToO
oeBacpd pac. Av Ouws Empeme OMWOdINMOTE VX ATOKATAOTAHOEL O AQTQEVTIKOG
xapaktioac g Ayilag Loglag, tote olyovpa Oa €mpeme avTOg O AATQEEVTIKOG XAXQAKTIQAS

va TavTiCetal pe TV AQX KO OKOTIO TN KATAOKEVTG TNG.

Méxot ol mEooeLXES Hag va eloakovoBovV, TMEEMEeL Vi EVTELVOUHE TIG TTROOTIAOELES
Hag, vootnEilovtag oav Tovg EMTa 0TVAOLG ATO TO BBAl0 TV ITagotpiwv Tov Otko avTod
¢ Zopiag, fonbwvtac pe kdBe 10T0 T MeyaAn tov Xpotov ExkAnoia, to Oukovpeviko
ITatowpxeio e KwvotavtivovndAews, v ExkAnoia mov dguoe 0 AtdotoAog Avdgéac.
ATl elvat avtog akQPws 0 O®ovog Tov ATOOTOAOL TOL ouVEXICEL TV OLKOVUEVLKT)

QATIOOTOAT) IOV elval Xapaypévn o€ kdOe métoa g Ayiag Topiag.

Inueoa Oponvovpe, dAAd OXL OTws «ot Aotmot ot pr) €xovteg EAmtidar» (A" Oeo. 4:13),

dLOTL EATILOVTAG OTNV AVATTAOT), TEQUUEVOVHE KAL TV AToKaTAoTAoT] TS Ayiag Xogiac.

Meta matowng €v Kvotw Tnoov Xowotw dyanng,

/{3‘ oy /{}%féos

t 6 Apeoweng EATidopogog



