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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 153/2022
Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Fourth of July

July 3, 2022

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

My Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
(John 8:32)

This Fourth of July — which we celebrate tomorrow — is a most extraordinary day
for the Greek Orthodox Church of America. We are saluting the Land of the Free and the
Home of the Brave, as well as the extraordinary milestones in the history of our National
Church. We shall celebrate the consecration of the Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
and National Shrine at the World Trade Center, even as we mark the centennial of the
establishment of our Sacred Archdiocese — the first and preeminent Eparchy of the

Ecumenical Patriarchate in the Diaspora.

One of the reasons that we have chosen the Fourth of July for the consecration is to
bring into focus the truth that the rebuilding of Saint Nicholas as a Shrine for the Nation is
also an act of restoration. For the essence of what it means to be an American is enshrined
in the First Amendment of our Bill of Rights — that is, our freedom to believe as our
conscience dictates. Our country was attacked on 9/11 as an act of hatred fueled by religious

bigotry. And the only response that bears witness to our own faith and to what it means to
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be an American is to rebuild. To rebuild as both the original Greek Orthodox Church, but
also as a space where a diversity of beliefs and respect for other faith traditions can be

celebrated, taught and enshrined for all people.

Our freedom in Christ — Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life — brings honesty
to this enterprise of spiritual restoration. For it is the Lord Himself who establishes us in
freedom, more than any human convention. Freedom is ultimately within our souls and
mind, our hearts and our conscience. And as Greek Orthodox Americans, we celebrate the

liberty to believe in accordance with our tradition, especially in our centennial year.

And so, let us take the powerful symbol of our National Shrine, together with the
pivotal moment of our Archdiocesan centennial, and chart a new vision for the future —
one that will honor the past, bind us to one another, and plant our ensign of the Cross
squarely in our greater society. In this spirit, we can share the truth with all people, and give

the gift of ultimate freedom in our Lord Jesus Christ to all the world.

A very blessed and happy Fourth of July to all!

With paternal blessings and love in Christ,
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t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOp. IMowr. 153/2022

AgQxlemOKOTIKT EYKUKALOG Y& TT)V TeTAQTr TovAiov.
3 TovAtov 2022

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaPBeotatoug Tepeig
kal Ataxkovovg, toug Movayxoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat tax MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolag tov 100, ta Hueprjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0AgLy,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvVoeOodoLec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

«Kat yvawoeoOe tny aAnbewav, kal 1 aAnOeia éAevOepwoet duac.»

(Kata Twavvny 8:32)

AVt 1 tetaptn TovAlov eival Waltega onuavtiki) yx v Tepx AgxlemiokoT)
Apeokne. ‘Eoptalovpe v dvefagmoia avTng NG XWEAS TOL €lval 1] Xwea TNG
EAev0egiag, AAAX Kal Eva EEQLQETIKA ONHAVTIKO 0TAOUO TNV loTogia TG AQXLETILOKOTNG
uag. Iooypapuatioape onpega 1 éykaivia tov Tegov Naov tov Ayilov NwkoAdov, tov
€0vikov pag mEooknvopatog oto maykoopo Kévrgo 'Eumoglov, wg amagxrn Twv
ExdNAwoewv vy v ékatoviaetneda e Tepag AQXLEMOKOTNG HAGS, TG TMOWTNG Kol

omovdaloTeENG EntaQyiag Tov Owkovpevikov Iatolapyelov ot Alxomogd.

‘Evag  amo toug Aoyovg mov  dwAéEape v tetaQrtn  TovAlov yix v
TIEAYHATOTIOMOT TV EYKAWVIWV elVAL YLX VX TOVIOTEL TO YEYOVOS OTL 1] AVOIKODOUNOT) TOV

Ay. NoAaov kai 1] &@LEQwat] ToL WG TTEOTKLVIIUATOS OAOKAT)QOV TOV AUEQLKAVIKOD AXOD,
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amoteAet mMEALN Avayévvnong kat €AevBepiag, OmMwe avty Ek@oaletal OTNV TOWTN
TEOTOAOYIX TNG ALAKNEVENG TV AIKALWUATWY, HE TNV EAev0eQlar TOV TOTEVELY KATX TNV
vmtayopevon TN ovvednoews. H xwoa pag déxtnie énibeon kata v évatn Lemteppoiov
tov 2001, ¢ amotéAeopa HlOOvG EUMOTIOHEVOL Ao Opnokevtikn) pioaAAodolia. H
HOVODIKT] ATIAVTNOT], TOL elval OLUPAT) HE TNV TOTN HAG KAL HE TNV AUEQIKAVLKN
TAVTOTNTA HAGS, ATEVAVTL 0€ AUTO TO HIO0G, elval 1] dvayévnon Kai 1] avoucodounon. 'H
AVOLKOdOUN o1 avToL ToL Oavudoiov OgBOEov vaoL pag, W €vog XWEOL AVOLKTOU VLo
0Aovg toUg avOpwTmovg, HE OEPACHO OTI) dAPOQETKOTNTA Kal otV dvellOpnokia,

ATIOTEAEL EVKALQL CLVAVTIONG KAl dDAAGYOL Yix GAOLS TOVS AVOEWTOLG.

AV M EAevOepia év XoLotq, 0 6Tolog elvatt) 600¢, 1) dANOelx kai 1) Cwn, wtiCel avt)
TNV ETLXEIONOT) TG MVEVHATIKNG Avotkodounongs. Aot 0 Koglog pag etvat avtog mov pag
OdnuovEynoe anoAvta €éAevBepovg, MEQLOOOTEQO ATO OO0 UTIOQOVHE VX TO KATAVONOOUIE
avOpwriivwe. H éAevOepia avtr) €xet xapdlet v Puxr), O HLAAS, TNV KaQOWX KAl TN
ovveidnon pag. Qg EAAnvoapeQuedvol, yioptalovpe ofjpega v Npéoa s AveEaptnolag

oVHPVA YE TV TAQADOOT) HAG, DK aUTO TO £TOC TNG EKATOVTAETNOAC HAG.

Me napakatadrkn pag to €0viko meookLvVNua tov Ayiov NikoAdov kal ageTtnola
TO TEEXOV £TOG TNG EKATOVTAETNEWAG TNG AQXLETILOKOTNG HAS, AS TIOAYUATOTONOOVE TO
VEO Opapa Yix T0 HéAAOV pag. “‘Eva dpapa tov Tipdel 0 mapeABOV Hag, EVOToLwVTAaS Hag
OTO MEOCWTO TOL XQLOTOV, UETAAAUTIADEVOVTAG TO VOTJUX TOU LTAVQOV 0TV €VOUTEQN
Kowwvio. Mé avto to mvevpa popalopaote v aAndewa pe 6Aovg tovg ocvvavOEWTOLg

Hag, dtvovtag to dwEo te aAndvng éAevOepiag ev Xplot@ o& 6A0 TOV KOO 0.
EUxopat o¢ 6Aovg oag pila evAoynuévn fuéoa tng AveEagtnoiag.

Me matpkeg evxec Kat ayann ev XQLotw,

7{>‘ Huzorps §>%2°3

t 6 Apeoweng EAmdogpopog



