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BY THE MERCY OF GOD
ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME

AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
GRACE, PEACE, AND MERCY
UNTO THE ENTIRE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
FROM THE FASHIONER OF ALL CREATION
OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST
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Most Reverend and Right Reverend Brother Hierarchs, and blessed children in
the Lord,

By the grace of God, the giver of all good things, we enter today into the new
ecclesiastical year, honouring and celebrating at its commencement, in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, the “Day of Prayer for the Protection of the Natural
Environment.”

The multidimensional contemporary ecological crisis is a crisis of human
freedom, of our religion and philosophy, of our ethos and our culture. What comes
tirst is the "harmful alteration” of our freedom — our severance and alienation from
the Source of Life; what follows is conduct destructive of the natural environment. We
feel profound gratitude that the pioneering initiatives and interventions of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, carried out without interruption since 1989 have not only
revealed the spiritual aspects of the ecological problem, but have also opened new
paths and prospects for addressing it. The ecological symposia, the related inter-
Christian and interreligious dialogues, the specific recommendations of the Great
Church concerning environmental matters, the emphasis placed upon the social
dimensions and consequences of the ecological crisis, and other such efforts together
constitute a robust environmental proposal, which emphasizes the imperative need
for a “Copernican Turn” in our understanding of the idea of progress and in
humanity’s attitude towards nature, as well as in the actions of those engaged in
political, economic, and social life, of the Churches and religions, of science and
technology, and of those responsible for the education of the younger generation.

We shall continue, in word and deed, to promote the ecological vision of the
Holy Great Church of Christ and the eco-friendly dynamism of the eucharistic, ascetic,
and doxological relationship with creation, always underscoring that careful
theological work is needed for the elucidation of the authentic ecological message of
our Orthodox faith and tradition, for the benefit of creation, which is “very good.”

We are convinced that highlighting the religious and ethical dimensions of the
ecological threat will lead to an awareness of the pivotal importance of “ecological



responsibility.” Humanity must at last cease acting as though it does not know and
definitively cast aside the illusion that planet Earth can in perpetuity withstand the
burdens and destruction caused by human activity, or that nature has the power to
renew itself of its own accord. The ethos of responsibility for the protection of the
natural environment must find expression at the global, national, local, and personal
levels. We reiterate once again that the cultivation of ecological responsibility is a
“categorical imperative” for humanity as it confronts the greatest threat it has ever
been called to face throughout the entire course of its history.

It is abundantly clear that, so long as the dominant anthropological model is
represented by the “foolish rich man” of the Gospel (Luke 12:17-21), with his
declaration, “I will pull down my barns and build greater; and there I will store all my
crops and my goods,” and his words, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many
years; take your ease, eat, drink, and be merry,” humanity will continue to undermine
its future and annihilate its own “home.” The “sins of modernity” have created —and
continue to create—new divisions and ruptures between humanity and nature. The
contemporary “man-god” persists in genocide, disregarding every measure and limit
in the name of geopolitical designs and economic interests, of consumerism and of the
satisfaction of essentially insatiable needs, but also, on a deeper level, because of an
overturning of inner lived experience and values. The consequences of the global
dominance of the desire to manipulate, instrumentalize, and exploit nature will prove
to be tragic for life on our planet.

The growing acceptance and official establishment of 1 September as the Day
for the Protection of the Natural Environment throughout the Christian world bears
particular significance today as a symbol and practical promotion of the unity of
Christians. Moreover, the glorification of the “Fashioner of all creation” at the
beginning of the Indiction in our liturgical tradition constitutes a precious inheritance,
as an invitation and exhortation to respect creation, which suffers the consequences of
an unseemly, human-caused assault.

Most Honourable Brethren and dearly beloved children,

Respect for the core pillars of ecological civilization can restrain
environmentally destructive tendencies and open the “sole ecological path,” that of
sustainable development. More broadly, humanity needs to reach agreement upon a
body of common fundamental values which, in a world marked by conflict and
polarization, will serve as a compass for the journey towards the future. We regard
the principle of solidarity as the central axis of this body of values: solidarity as a
source of shared responsibility, dialogue, and sincere reciprocity, together with
collective responsibility for the protection of the natural environment. Respect in
practice for the sacredness of the human person and care for the integrity of creation
are, from a Christian perspective, vital manifestations of the eucharistic realisation of
the Church and of human being’s call to become the “priest” of creation.



In this spirit, as we pray that the new ecclesiastical year may be favourable and
fruitful in works that are good and pleasing to God, we invoke upon all of you,
through the intercessions and mediation of the Most-Holy Theotokos
Pammakaristos—whose most sacred icon we reverently keep in the Venerable
Patriarchal Church and embrace “with mouth and heart and will” —the grace and
mercy of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ, Whose All-Holy Name be
blessed and glorified, now and ever, and unto the endless ages. Amen!

1 September 2026
t Bartholomew of Constantinople
Your fervent supplicant before God
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tBAPOOAOMAIOZL
EAEQUOEOY APXIEITIXZKOIIOX
KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQYX-NEAY. POMHX
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHX
XE OAO TO ITAHPOMA THX EKKAHXIAY. XAPH, EIPHNH KAI EAEOX
ATTO TON AHMIOYPT'O ITAXHY. THX KTIXEQX
KYPIO KAI ®EO KAI XOTHPA MAY IHXOY XPIXTO
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Teowtator kat Oecopdéotator adeAgot Tepapoxec xat téxkva &v Kvuplw
evAOYNUéVQ,

Mé¢ 1) x&om tov Oeov, 6 Omolog pag divel kabe ayado, eloegXOHAOTE OTjUEQR
OTO VEO EKKANOLAOTIKO £T0G, TIHWVTAG Kal éoptalovtag kata TNV évaplr) tov ué
PaApovg kat Duvoug kal @dég mvevpatikés v «Hpéoa moooevxng Umep g
TIEOOTACLAG TOV PLOIKOV TEQRAAAOVTOG.

‘H moAvdiaotatn ovyxoovn otkoAoyucr) koton elvat kpton g eéAevOeplag Tov
avOpwrov, g Oponokeiag Kat e PLrooo@iag Tov, ToL NOoVS KAl TOL TTOALTIOHOD TOU.
IToonyettaw 1 «kakt) dAAolwon» g éAevOeplac pag, 1 amokom) Kal 1) AAA0TQlwoN
uag amo v IInyn e Zwng, kat dkoAovOel 1) KATACTQOPIKT] YIX TO (QUOLKO
TEQIRAAAOV oLUTIEQOPORA. AloOavouaote Babelx e0YVWHOOUVT] Y TO YEYOVOS OTL
Ol TIEWTOTOPLAKEG TMEWTOPOVALES Kal ageuPdoelc Tov Otkovpevikov Iatoiapyeiov,
addAeimtax amo T0 €tog 1989 péxolL onpepa, OxL HOVO ATTOKAAVPAV TIC TTVEVHATIKES
TIEAUETOOVG TOV OLKOAOYKOU TIEOPAT|UATOS, dAAX didvolEav véoug dpOUOLS Kal
TIQOOTITIKEG YIX TIV AVTIHETWOTION Tov. Ta olkoAoywa ovvédQu, ol OxeTuol
dlaxotoTiavikol Kat dxOQnoKelakol dAAOYOL Ol OUYKEKQIUEVEG TQOTACELS TNG
MeyaAng ExkAnoiag eni megiarloviikwv Oepdtwy, 1] Ava@og OTIC KOLVWVIKEG
dAOTACELS KAL OLVETELEG TNG OIKOAOYIKTG KQIONG KAl AAAx TaQOHOLX, OLYKQOTOVV
tia pwpoAéa meQPaAAovToAoyikn) mEOTAOT), HE EU@AoT OTNV AONOLTN AVAYKT)
«KOTEQVIKELAG OTQOPTIC» OTNV KATAVONON TNG WEAG TS TEOOdOL KAl 0TI OTAOT) TNG
avOpwndtNTAg ATEVAVTL 0TI UON, kKaBwg KAt 0TOV TOOTI0 dEATNG TWV TTAQAYOVTWV
NG TOALTIKNG, TNG Olkovoulag kat ¢ kowwvikng Cwng, twv ExkAnowwv kat twv
Oonoxkelwv, TG £MOTIUNG KAl TS TeXVoAoyLlag Katl TG madelag NG vEag Yeveaq.

Oa ovvexloovpe, pe €oya kKal pe A0y, TV TQOPOAT TNG OIKOAOYIKTG
neoTaonG ¢ Aylag tov Xootov MeydAng ExkAnoiag, tov otko@Auco duvapopo g
EVXAQLOTIAKTG, AOKNTIKNG Kal O0LOAOYIKNG oOxéong He T  Onuoveyia,
vrmoygappiCovtag mavtote Ot anatteital Emotapévn OeoAoywr) éQyaoia v v
ATIOOAPTVIOT] TOU aVOeVTIKOD OlkoAoYkoL pUnvopatog e Opbodolng miotng katl
TAEAdOOTC HAGS, TTEOG OPEAOG TNG «KAATG Alav» dnpiovoyiac.

Eilpaote BéPatot 6tin dvadelén twv Oonokevtikwv kat 10k@v dlaoTdoewV TG
OlKOAOYIKNG ATelANG O 0dNYTOEL 0T OLVEWTNTOTIOMOT] TS AEOVIKNG ONUATIAC TG
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«oloAoywng evOVVNG». ErutéAoug, 6 dvOQwTog mEETteL VA VO EL VA DQQX TV VO LIT)
YVOLle Kal va amoaAet oplotika v PpevdaiocOnomn dtL 0 TAAVTNG Y1) HTOQEL OTO
dmvekég va VvmegPatvel TG avOpwmoYyevels EMIPBAQVUVOELS KAl KATAOTQOPES, OTL 1)
@vom €xet ) dvvaun va avavewvetal ag’ éavtnc. To N0og g evOLVNG yix TV
TEOOTACIt TOV PUOLKOV TEQBAAAOVTOC O@eidel va ek@EALeTal 0& TAYKOOULO,
£0VuKO, TomKO Kal mEoowTKO Emimedo. EmavaAapfavovpe kat maAL 6ti1) dvamtuén
OKOAOYIKNG €VOVVNG Elval «KATIYOQIKT] TEOOTAKTIKN» Ywx TV davOowmotnta,
EVAOTIOV TG HEYAAVTEQNG ATEIATG, TV Omola KANONKe avT) VX AVTIHETWTIOEL O¢
OAOKANON T1) LOTOQELKT] TS dLAdQOUN.

[Toopavéotata, HE kLElaEXO 1O AvOQwWMOAOYIKO mEOTLTIO, TO OTOLO
EKTIQOOWTIEL O «APOWV TIAOVO106» ToL EvaryyeAilov (Aovk. (B, 17-21), pe 10 «kabeAw
Hov tag amoOnkac kat pelCovag olkodounow, Kal OLVAEW €KEL TAVTA T YEVIHATA
HOL kal T ayaOa pov», kat 1o «puxn, €xelg moAAa dyaOa kelpeva eig €t TOAAGL:
avarnavov, aye, Tile, ev@Eaivovr, 1 avOpwmodTnTa DTTOVopEVEL TO HEAAOV TNG Kal
apaviCet tOov  «oiko» 6. Ol «vewteQwkes Aapagties» g avOowmotnTag
dnuoveynoav, kal cvvexICovy v TO MEATTOLY, VEOUG dIXAOUOUS KAl dIAOTIACELS
petalv avOowmov kat @vong. O ovyxoovog «avOewmoOeds» Eppével OThVv
YEWKTOVIX, AYVOEL HETOX Kal 00X €V OVOUATL YEWTOALTIKQOV OXEDAOUDV KAl
OUKOVOULK@V OVHEQEQOVTWY, TOU KATAVAAWTIOHMOU KAl TNG IkavoToinomng, oDOIXOTIKX
AKOQEOTWV, AVayKwV, dAAda kal, Padvtega, Adyw E0wteQkV Plwpatikwv Kol
allakwv avatgomv. Ol EMMTWoels piag MAyKOoUIas kKvolagxiag e BovAnong
XEWaywynong, EoyaAelomoinone xat éxkpetdAdevong e @vone OBa amopovv
TOAYIKES Yix T CLwn) 0TOV TAQVI T paG.

‘H moolovoa dmodoxn xkat émtonun kabiépwon g 1 TemtepPolov amo tov
xowotaviko koopo we Huépag Ilpootaoiag tov Pvouwcov IlepipdAAovtog dmokta
onpeQa WialteEn PagLnTa wg oVUPOAO kal EUmEakTn TEowOnon ¢ EvotnTag Twv
Xowotiavawv. EEaAA0V, 1] 00E0AGYN 0N TOD «dNUIOLVEYOD TTAOTG TNG KTIOEWS» KATX TNV
Apxn tnc Tvdiktov ot AertovQyikn) MAQAdOOT) HAG, ATMOTEAEl Ul TOAVTLUN
TAEAKATAHONKT), WS TIEOOKANOT] Kal TTEOTEOTI] TEOC TEBATHO TNG ONHIoLEYiag, 1)
oTola LPLOTATAL TIG CLVETIELEG TG AVOLKELAS AVOQWTIOYEVOUS ETIPBOVATG.

Tyutator adeAgot kat mpoopléotata tékva,

O oefaocpog v Pacik@V MUAOVWVY TOU OKOAOYLKOU TOALTIOHOU HTTOQEL VO
AVAKOPEL TIC OIKOKATAOTQOPLKES TAOELS KL VA DLAVOLET TOV «OKOAOY KO HOVODQOO»
¢ Prwoung avdmntvéne. I'evikwrteoa, 1 dvOowmot)Ta €Xel dvdykn ovvaiveong Emi
EVOG KOQUOU KoV OepeAtwdwv a&twv, 0 0molog, €vtog évog KOOHOoL QNéewVv Kal
MOAWOewV, Ba AertovEyel wg MLEDA Y TV mopela mEOS T0 pHéAAoV. ALova avToL
o0 &flakoL ovvoAov OewgoLpe T Aoxn TS AAANAeyyUNG, @G magayovia
ovvuTevOLVOTNTAG, dIAGYOL Kal elAkELVOUS ApopatdtnTag, pall T cLAAOYKN
eLOVVN Y TV MEOOTAC X TOVL PuOLKOL TeRLBAAAovTOC. TOoo 6 EUMEaKTOg 0EaTHOg
¢ lePdTNTAG TOL AVOEWTIVOL TIEOOWTOL, 600 KAl 1] HEQLUVA YL TV AKeQALOTTA
MG KTOews, ATMOTEAOLY, ATO  XowTaviky amoyr, CwTKES EKQAVOELS TNG



EVXAQLOTIAKTG TRAYHATWOTNG NG ExkAnolac xat Tng kAnong tov avOpwnov voa
KATAOTEL «LEQERG» TG dNULovEYiac.

Mé 10 mvevpa a0TO, EVXOHEVOL AlO10 Kal eVKaQTO 0¢ éoya dyaba kat Oedpeota
TO VEO EKKANOLAOTIKO £T0G, €MkaAoVpaote o& OAOVG 0ag, UE TIG TReoPeleg Kal )
ueotteia g Iavaytag g Iappakagiotov, v mavieon eikova g OTolag pE
eVAaBewx puAattovpe otov Iavoento Iatoxpxuo Nao, kat «otopaot kol kadia
Kkal OeAnpat domalopaote, t) xaon kal 1o éAeog Tov Kupiov kat ®@eov kat Zwtrjoa
uag Inoov Xouotov, Tov OToloL TO VTEQPAYIO OVOUX V& Elval €VAOYNUEVO Kal
doEaoévo VOV Katl del Kal 0Tovg ATEQAVTOUS alwveg. Aurv!

2026, LemtepPotov 11,
+ 0 KwvotavtivounoAews BagboAouaiog,
dLamvEog mMEOG B0 ev)ETNS AWV 0ag



