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By God’s Mercy Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome
and Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Plenitude of the Church
Grace, Peace and Mercy from the Maker of All Creation
Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ

Most reverend brother Hierarchs and beloved children in the Lord,

As we enter, with God’s blessing, the new ecclesiastical year today, we honor with the
Feast of the Indiction the “Day of protecting the natural environment” and offer glory and gratitude
to the Creator of all for the “great gift of creation.”

We proclaim once again with all our heart that the respect for creation and the constant
concern for its protection belong to the core of our Orthodox identity as one of its most precious
elements. The Church recognizes and teaches that the cause of human alienation from the “very
good” creation and one’s fellow human beings is the “alienation from God.” It boldly reminds us
that there Is no authentic freedom without the Truth and outside the Truth, which is the power that
truly liberates. “Know the truth, and the truth will free you” (John 8.32).

For over three decades, the Holy Great Church of Christ emphatically and dynamically
promotes the eco-friendly message of Orthodoxy through its diverse initiatives. September 1,
1989, will forever signify and symbolize the commencement of a movement that produced much
fruit, raised awareness about the spiritual and ethical roots and parameters of the destruction of the
natural environment, mobilized individuals and institutions, inspired the rest of the Christian
world, highlighted the way of responding to this great challenge — a way that passes firstly through
an understanding of its connection with the crisis of human freedom and the need for radical
change in mentality and conduct with a view to creation, and secondly through a common and
universal action given the global dimensions and tragic consequences of the ecological destruction.

An invaluable legacy for the future lies in the many important writings on the field of
theological ecology, among which the work of the professor and academician, His Eminence Elder
Metropolitan John of Pergamon, retain a prominent place. An inexhaustible source of inspiration
will also be found in the presentations of the nine water-borne international symposia, which
hosted renowned specialists and scientists as well as representatives of the cultural and spiritual
worlds. These texts are especially beneficial for environmental learning, which has carved out a
significant place in contemporary education. As it has rightly been said: “In the future, an
education without ecological orientation will be a parody of education.”

Sustainable development is a one-way street. It will secure ecological balance in the present
and constitute a guarantee for the future, but it has its conditions: ecological economy, changes in
agricultural and biomechanical productivity, the production and use of energy, the movement and
transportation of goods, new models of consumption, and so on. Unfortunately, good intentions,



agreements and proclamations often remain theoretical, merely “big words,” without any impact
on action, “superficial injunctions,” as it has been written. Humankind has not learned from the
consequences of climate change, the destructive fires, heat waves, and floods, the rapid reduction
in biodiversity, the pollution of the atmosphere and seas, the deforestation and social repercussions
of the environmental crisis, above all revealed in the mass migration for ecological reasons.
Humanity continues to be deluded about the innate capacity of nature to protect itself and
overcome human-induced damages. We know, and yet we continue to act as if uninformed,
suppressing the truth that with regard to its relationship to the natural environment, our modern
technocratic and econo-centered civilization does not comprise progress, since the greatest
devastation of the natural environment has taken place in our own time, and age where science and
economy prevail. Climate change is an immense destruction caused by human irresponsibility and
the impasse of our model of organization in the life of our economy. We only have a future if we
understand that the protection of the integrity of creation does not only not comprise a hurdle for
economic development, but is the vehicle for real progress.

This year, the celebration of the Day of the protection of creation are accompanied by the
sound of weapons in Ukraine, by the cry of the victims of military violence, the bombardment of
cities and infrastructures, the groaning of nature and moaning of refugees. Every war is a
humanitarian and ecological catastrophe. The ongoing violence, beyond the thousands of human
lives, also destroys the natural environment that it pollutes, forcing nations and peoples to return
to ways of securing energy efficiency through means that are unfriendly to the environment. Thus,
humanity enters a new vicious cycle of destructive impasses, which confirm the saying that ~fomo
sapiens to this day continues to behave simultaneously as homo demens, as imprudent and
irrational.

Brothers in the Lord and blessed children,

For the Church, the elements of the world — according to a theological formulation — “are
not simply utilitarian or useful material for the individual needs of human beings, but they are
actions of the Person of the one Creator”. Everything created by God blesses, praises and exalts
God to the ages, the heavens declare His glory. This is the message expressed by the concern of
the Great Church for the protection of creation. The life of the Church of Christ is a foretaste of all
that we expect in the Kingdom of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. On our way to the Eschaton, the
Holy Church offers to the world the Gospel of grace as its guide and the unswerving certainty that
evil, in all its forms, will not have the final word in history.

In closing, we wish you a blessed and fruitful new ecclesiastical year, and we call upon all
of you, through the intercessions of the First-among-the-saints Theotokos Pammakaristos, the
lifegiving grace and great mercy of the creator and redeemer of all, the pioneer and perfecter of
our immaculate faith to whom be the glory and the dominion unto everlasting ages. Amen!

September 1, 2022

1 Bartholomew of Constantinople

Fervent supplicant for all before God
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tBAPOBOAOMAIOZXL
EAEQL ©EOY APXIEITIEKOITOX KONZTANTINOYTIOAEQY.
NEAZ POMHY KAI OIKOYMENIKOZ ITATPIAPXHZ
ITANTI TQ( ITAHPOMATI THY EKKAHEIAY XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEOL
ITAPA TOY AHMIOYPTI'OY ITAYXHY THX KTIXEQX
KYPIOY KAI ®EOY KAI ZQOTHPOX HMON THXOY XPIZTOY

Teowtartor adeApoi AgyLepeis kal tékva év Kupiw ayanntd,

Eioegxopevor orjpegov, evAoyia Oeol, eig 10 véov EkkAnolaotikdv €tog,
TIHWUEV kKatd v £optv tavtnv g Tvdiktov tv «Hpépav mpootaciag tov
@LOIKOL TEQIBAAAOVTOG» kal avariéumopev doEoAoykds kal evxaglotneiovg evxag
1Ro¢ 1oV Ktiotnv twv andvtwv did 16 «péya dweov thg dnuiovgyiog».

Awxxnpvooouev kat maALv yeyovuia tf) @wvi), 61L 0 oefacpog meds v KTiow
kat 1 duxpkng pépotpva did TRV TMEootaciav g Avikouvv eig TéV MvERvVA TG
‘OpB0déEov MNu@v TavToNTog, W v €K TWV TIHaAPETTATWVY ototxelwv tne. H
BxkAnoia yvwilel xai dwdaokel 6t altia g AAAOTQUOOEWS TOD AvOQWTIOU ATo TV
«kaAnv Alav» dnpovgyiav kal tov ovvdvOpwmov elval 1] «Beol AAAOTRIWOIG».
YrevOupilet dé evOapowe &tL dév vTdoy el avOevTiky] éAevOepia xwols v AANO ey
kal EEw and v AAnBeiav, 1 omola elvar 1) kat’ EEoxnv éAevBepomoldg dUVALLLG.
«I'vwoeaOe v aAnBewav, kal 1) aAnBea EAevBepwoel Dpag» (Twav. 1), 32).

Entl 1oelc kai mAéov dekaetiag, 11 Ayia tod Xpotod MeydAn ‘ExxAnoia
nEofdAAeL pet Eppdoews kali duvapiopov, dd mowkidwv mEwToBovAlv, 1o
otko@Aikdv prpvupa g OpbBodoing. H In LentepPolov 1989 04 onpatodoti kai O&
ovpfBoAiln éoael v Evap&iv £vég evAoynuévou kivripatog, to OTOIoV MaQT)yaye
KaQTOV TOAVV, avédeile tdg mvevpatikag kal NOwds ollag kal magapéToovg g
KATAXOTEOPTG TOU Quotkol meQidAAovtog, ékivrnromnoinoe npdowna kai Oeopovg,
évémvevoe TV Aomov xoLoTavikdv k0opov, £del&e v 600V MG AVTLUETWTUTLY TOD
pHeyaAov mpoBArpatog, 0d0v, 1) dToia daPaivel dik pHéoov, mEWTOV, TG KATAVOTEWS
¢ ovvdéoews avtov pé v Kkeiow g avOpwmnivng éAevBepiag kai g dvaykng
oWlikng aAAayng vootQomiag kal ovpmeQupoQag amévavrl eig TV KTiow, kai,
devtepov, diud NG kowvng katl mavavOownivng dodoews, dDedOUEVWY TWV TIAYKOTUIWY
dLOTATEWV KAL TOV TEAYIKWV EMUMTWOEWV TOD 0ikoAOYLKOD 0A€0Q0U.

IToAVtipov mapakataB1rikn v dik TO HEAAOV ATIOTEAEL 1) OT|LAVTLKT] OUYYQA@IKT)
aQarywyn g TV Xwov TN BeoAoyikng oikoAoyiag, kevrokrv Bowv eig v Omolav
katéxouv ai peAétar tov Tepwtatov MnrgomoAttov Ilegydpov k. Twdvvov,
KaBnyntob kail Akadnuaikod. AveEavtAntov nnyrv éunvevoews 6 dmoteAodv kal
ai elonynoec eig & évvéa év MA@ dLebvn oikoAoywka Lvumdola, eig td Omoix
OUUHETELXOV OvopaoTol elducol émiotrjpoves kail EkmEAowToL TG TMOALTIKAG, TOD
ToALTLlopoD kal ToL tvevpatog. Ta kelpeva avtd elvat idlatépws X oo kol did tv
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TEQIBAAAOVTIKTIV &ywyny, 1] OTola dlekdikel ONUAVIIKOV QOAOV ElG TIV TUYXQOVOV
exnaidevorv. ‘Ogbag Exer AexOn, 6t «oté péAdov, pla madeia xwois oixoAoyikd
TMEOTAVATOALOUS B4 elvar mapwdia tadeiag».

H aewpdgog avantuiig etvar povodgopog. Avtn, 1) 6Tola daopaAilel Vv
oikoAoykniv icogeoTin &ig 16 a6V kal amoteAel £yyUnaw didk té péAAov, Exet tovg
6poug mgG: TV oikoAoykrv oikovouiav, ™V dAAayiv eig v yewpyuiv kal v
Bropnxavikrv magaywyry, eig Tv magaywynyv kal Tiv xonow tng évegyelag, &ig TAg
METAKIVI|OEIS Kal TAG HeETaPOQds Ayabdv, véa KatavoAwtkd TQOTUTA K. A&.
Avotuxws, ovxvd al kaAal mpoBéoeis, al cuppwvial kai ai drakngvée, TIAQAUEVOUV
anAn Oewola, «peydAa Adywr», xwoic dvrtikguopa elg v mEa&wv, «dcdAvmrteg
eTutayéor, 8mwg Exel yoapn. H avBowndmg dév ovvetiletat &mod v kAwatucv
AAAXYTV, TAG KATAOTQOPLKAG TILEKALAS, TOUG Kavowvag, T TIATUHVQIKE PaLvVOUEVQ,
TV Qarydalary pelwov trg BromotktAdttog, tv HOAvVOoLY TS &tpooeaipag kai tev
BaAacowv, TV anoPAwowy 1OV dacv kal TAS KOWWVIKAS EMIMTHOOELS TG
TEQLBAAAOVTIKTG KQloEws, Ué MEWTNV TV pHalikiv petavaotevoy did megiBaAAovri-
KoUG Adyoug. E&arkoAovBel va toéepr Pevdaiobrioels mepl g &yyevols ikavdtntog
TS PUoEws va avtomQooTatevetal kai va vmegBaivy Td avBowmnoyevT] TeavuaTa.
I'vawolCopev, dAAG ovvexilopev va dowpev wg amAngopdonTol, va dnwbduev v
aAnBewav 61, dvapoucis TEOS TV oxéowv pé 16 PuoLKOV TTEQBAAAOY, O TUYXQOVOS
TEXVOKQATIKOS kol OlkoVopokevTEikdg TOAITIONOS pag dév amoteAel medodov, @’
600V 1] peyaALTEQA KATAOTQOPT) TOD QuOLKOD TeQLBAAAOVTOG ouveteAéoOn elg v
EMOXNV Uag, Emoxrv kuouapxiog thg émotung kal tig oikovopiag. ‘H xAipatiky
oaAAayr) elvan pio peydAn kataoto@, 1 0moia mEoeKkANON &nd TV dvBowmivnv
avevBuvotta xal 16 adiégodov mEGTLTIOV dPYAVWOEWS TG olkovouukis {whg.
Exopev péAAov, povov éav katavorjowuev 8t 1) meootaoia T &KEQALOTNTOG THG
dnpovEyiag 8xL pOvov dév ATtoTeAEL EUTIOBLOV G TV OikOVOULKAV dvATTUE LY, AAAL
elvar to dxnua dk moaypatikr}v dodov.

E¢pétog, ol éograouoi g Huépag mpootaciag g ktioews ouvnxodv pé v
KAy Y1y tov SmAwv eig v Ovkoaviav, ué triv kpavynv twv Bupdtwy e ToAecAS
Blag, tovg BopPagdiouots twv mOAewv kal TV VTOdOUMV, TV TUVOdLVWHEVTV
PUOLWV Kkal ToUG oTeEVaYHoUG TV TRoo@LYwv. Kabe méAepog elvau pia dvBowmiotikn
Kal oixkoAoywn) xataotgopr). H ovvexwlopévn Bia, €xtds amd téds xAAdAC
avBownivwv Cwwv, tdg Omoiag kataotoépel, kai TV HOALVOLWV TOD QUOKOD
TEQLRAAAOVTOG, dvarykAlel kKQATT kol Aovg V& EmioteéPouv eig pr| QAtkds mEdg té
TEQIBAAAOV HoQ@as EEacpalicews évegyewakng énagikeins. Towovtotedmws, T
avBowmotng eicéoxetal eig éva véov @adAOV KUKAOV KATAOTQOPIKDV AdLEEGDWV.
ErBearcwvetar dé 1o Aex0év, 6t 6 homo sapiens kai orfjpegov é€akoAovBel va
ovpmeQupéQeTal £k TaQAAANAOL we homo demens, kg &doo@og kal TAQAPQWV.

AdeApot év Kvpiw kat tékva evAoynuéva,

Ak v ExxAnoiav, td otolxela 100 k6OpOU, Katd piav BeoAoykwraTnv
datimwoty, «dév elval anAwg yorjpuata, XoNoLo DALKS Yid tic &Ttopkés dvayKkes TOD
avbowmov, dAA& modypata, dnAadr moafeis - mempaypéva Evig dnuLovEYOD
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Ilooowmov». ITavta ta Egya Kupiov evAoyoDv, Dpuvodv kai Utepuipotv ADTOV €ig Tolg
alwvag, ol oveavol dinyodvrat v dd6&av Tov. AUTE 16 purjvupa expealel 1) péoLuva
e MeyaAng BxkAnoiag dik tr)v mpootaoiov thg dnuoveyiag. H Lwn ¢ ExkAnciag
o0 XQLoToU elval TROYeLOlg S0WV TQOCDOKWHEV WG TQAYHATIKOTNTA €ig TV
Baowetav toU Tlatpdg katl tov Yiov kal tov Ayiov [Tvevpatog. KaB' 6ddv mods té
"Eoxata, 1) Ayia ExxAnoia mooogépel eig tov kdouov wg 6dnydv 16 EvayyéAov tig
xXaQLtog kal v axAdvnrov Befatdtnta, 6t 16 kakdvy, DO SAAg TOL TAG HOQRPAS, déV
£xeL OV TeAevtaiov Adyov eig TV lotogiav.

KataxAelovteg, evxopueba aloov kal kaQmotdkov tov véov EKkANTLaaTIKOV
&viautov, Emucadovpevol Eni mavtag Dpag, npeofeiaug thg Ayompdtov Havayiag
¢ Hapuaxapiotov, v Cwrjputov xdowv kal 10 péya €Aeog ToD momTolL Kal
AVTEWTOU TNg KTioewg 6ANG, TOU AQX1) YO KAl TEAELWTOU TG AHWUT|TOL TJHWV THOTEWS
XploToL ToL B¢ov, Q 1 06&ax kil 16 KEATOGS €lg TOVG ATeQAVTOUG alwvag. Apnv.

PxP’ LemtepPoiov o
‘O KwvotavtivoutdAewg
dukmvEog MEbs Oedv VX ETNG MTAVTIVV DHQV



